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Fermin Baltazar Diego, from Gadsden Middle School, 
sponsored by the Gadsden Lions Club.

Thank you to all of the student’s state-
wide that participated in this year’s contest 
and to the Lion Clubs that sponsored them. 
The response to the contest was outstanding 
and the entries were very hard to judge. The 
talent that was shown was tremendous. The 
contest is a great way to connect with your 
community and encourage youth to express 
their vision of peace.

The 2019-2020 Peace Poster Kits are 
now available. You can order kits from 
the Club Supplies Sales Department at 
International Headquarters by calling (630) 
571-5466/1-800-710-7822 or go online to 
Club Supplies (Item Search: Peace Poster 
Kit). 

Congratulations and thank you from 
the Lions of Alabama!

2018-19 PeaCe 
PoSter ConteSt

Kaelyn Gotlier, from Liberty Park Middle School, sponsored by the 
Vestavia Hills Lions Club. "You can only have peace through kindness 

and compromise" — Kaelyn

District A Winner

ava Brewer, from elberta High School, sponsored 
by the Gulf Shores Lions Club.

District C Winner

AnD the Winner is . . . DistriCt B
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visions
ALS Executive Director’s Report

Barry 
Elliott

“Life is either a daring adven-
ture or nothing”

 — Helen Keller

The service that the Lions of 
Alabama are providing through 
Alabama Lions Sight (ALS) is cer-
tainly a daring adventure.  If each 
lion could see for themselves each 
facet of service they are provid-
ing throughout the state it would 
amaze you.  Lions need to be 
proud of the Lions Global cause 
of vision.

Something occurred to me 
that we as lions however are not 
taking advantage as we should.  
Dr. Daum and our Mobile Eye 
Clinic (MEC) may be coming 
to a location near you or your 
club.  You or your club should 
take advantage of the clinic if it is 
near you.  Eye care is needful and 
extremely important for all.  You 

will not find a more caring and 
servant heart who has your best 
interest at heart than Dr. Daum 
as well as being a professional 
optometrist.  If glasses are needed 
you can’t find a better or cheaper 
pair than through the MEC.  The 
MEC accepts all insurance and 
for those who don’t have insur-
ance there is a sliding scale, exam 
$20.00 and single prescription 
$43.00.  If your club has a person 
who needs an exam and/or glass-
es you can’t find a better deal and 
savings for your club.  The MEC 
currently visits 16 counties in Ala-
bama once a month.  Here are 
the towns visited: Jasper, Sipsey, 
Birmingham, Sylacauga, Eclectic, 
Ramer, Hayneville, Autagaville, 
Pine Apple, Camden, Thomaston, 
Selma, Uniontown, Marion, Your, 
Greensboro, Eutaw, Carrollton, 
Gordo and Clanton.

 Houses where our patients live

PatiEnts 
sEEn in tHE 

Lions 
EyE CLiniC

• 2,455 patients seen 
year-to-date

• 304 were in the month 
of November

• 589 were in the month 
of December

I have just scheduled the 
MEC to be at the State Conven-
tion in May at Orange Beach.  The 
clinic is scheduled to see residents 
at this time at a nursing home 
and an assisted living home per-
haps Thursday and Friday.  The 
MEC will also be available to see 
Lions on Saturday of the conven-
tion.  You may begin to call the 
ALS office to set up your appoint-
ed ahead of time, first come first 
served.  Lions will be able to see 
the clinic at work.

Another area of service that 
Loins can be proud is our partner-
ship with UAB Callahan Eye Hos-
pital. Our long time partnership 
has helped hundreds of thousands 
of Alabamians.  The Lions Clinic 
located on the first floor last year 
saw 7412 patients.  This year so far 
we the clinic has seen 1562. We are 
pleased to continue our partner-

ship in providing vision care espe-
cially to those needing indigent 
vision care.

Perhaps what is most reward-
ing in our service is what individu-
al lions are able to join hands with 
ALS to provide and that is vision 
screening.  So vital is this aspect 
of our service in detecting vison 
problems early in order to prevent 
blindness.  So much vision lost 
is due to not detecting it in time.  
The Moulton Lions Club recently 
completed a vision screening of 
all 6th, 8th, and 10th grades in 
Lawrence County Schools.  Many 
thanks to the Moulton Lions and 
PID Jerome Thompson in coor-
dinating this effort.  Funding is 
in place to screen all 6th, 8th, 
and 10 grades in the Birming-
ham City Schools. Scheduling is 
being arrange at this time.  We 
are also working on the same in 

Walker County Schools.  Hope-
fully in the future we will be able 
to share what we are working on 
state wide.  It is certainly exciting 
and worthwhile.  To date this lion 
year we have screened 512 adults 
and referred 190 with 3563 chil-
dren and 458 referred in all three 
districts.  

ALS is working on a part-
nership at the present with the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health. If this pilot program mate-
rializes then it could be a begin-
ning of even more service oppor-
tunities for ALS.

If each lion could see with 
your own eyes the scope of what 
lions together are providing then 
you would know that your service 
and donations to ALS is being 
multiplied and making a differ-
ence. I am proud to be a lion and 
you should be also. 

By Kent M Daum, OD, PhD
Optometrist and Director

Our Patients
Our mission is to provide eye 

care to severely disadvantaged 
persons.  Our mobile clinic serves 
three of the ten poorest counties 
in the country (Wilcox, Greene 
and Sumter, median household 
income $25,000/year or less).  We 
also serve Perry county (14th poor-
est) as well as Dallas and Lowndes 
counties that rank in the 100 poor-
est counties/parishes by median 
household income in the United 
States (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_lowest-income_coun-
ties_in_the_United_States).  Trans-
portation for our patients is unreli-
able, food insecurity is rampant 
and access to health care, partic-
ularly vision care is inadequate.  
Because these areas are remote 

and potential for income is low, 
optometry practices are absent or 
rare in the counties we serve, and 
ophthalmology is absent in all of 
them.  Good vision is critical to 
learning, safety and productivity.

The following describes 
our experience with some of the 
patients who received our care.  
These descriptions provide context 
for the work of the Alabama Lions 
Sight Mobile Eye Clinic (MEC) in 
seeing 4,085 patients over the past 
thirty-five months.

QuOtes frOm Patients
• “Thank God for you all …  I 

know I’m diabetic, but I stopped 
going.  I couldn’t afford it.”

• “I been living in a camper 
the last three months since my 
trailer burned, happened two days 
after my birthday.”

• “I want somebody to tell me 

what’s wrong.”
• “I’se in Walmart one or two 

weeks ago and I couldn’t see any-
thing, I just couldn’t see.”

• “I got a big TV that ain’t no 
farther away than that wall and it’s 
still too blurry to see it.”

• “I had to borry the money 
he got from the tooth fairy.  I’m 
trying to think of who I could 
borry some money from to get my 
glasses.”

• “What letters are those?  Too 
blurry to see but that’s OK, that’s 
the way I always see.”

• “I’m supposed to be taking 
eye drops, but I haven’t had them 
for a long time”. 

• “We don’t have any money, 
and my husband works a backhoe 
in a lumber yard, and his glasses 
have broken.”

• “I found them glasses at a 
yard sale for free and I could see 

better.  Them are not prescription 
glasses.”

• A diabetic patient asked 
how his blood sugar was, “my 
blood sugar hardly ever goes over 
350.”

• “He was asking me words 
this long (holds his hands far 
apart).  So I said, wait a minute 
buddy, let me ask you a question.  
What’s a loggerhead?”  (A logger-
head is the cross piece behind the 
plow using horses.)

• “My blood sugar was 923.  I 
was on a gurney at the hospital.”

• “I got two TVs.  And, I 
couldn’t see anything on the little 
one.  I broke my glasses and my 
son said, ‘Mama, you ‘bout blind. 
We got to do something.’”

• “I got no place to go.”
• “Am I going blind?  I’ve been 

practicing with my eyes closed 
around the house.”

• “I used to be able to tell you, 
that’s a Buick, that’s a Chevy.  Now 
all I can do is say, that’s a car.”

• A diabetic patient with reti-
nopathy, “I didn’t have no income 
so I couldn’t get my medicine.”

• “I  been wearin’ three pairs 
of readers and a magnifying glass, 
no kiddin’.  The other day, I saw 
something off the back of a truck, 
my friend said, “what are you 
doin?” and it turned out to be a gas 
station.”

• “I got offered a job the other 
day.  But, I couldn’t take it because 
I needed a drivers license and I 
can’t pass the test ‘cause I can’t 
see.”

ALS MEC’s mission is providing eye care to disadvantaged people



Ardie Klemish from 
Anita, Iowa, USA, was 
elected to serve a two-
year term as a director of 
Lions Clubs International 
at the association’s 100th 
International Convention 
held in Chicago, Illinois, 
USA, June 30 through July 
4, 2017.

Director Klemish 
is a retired banking and 
insurance compliance 
officer.

A member of the Adair Lions 
Club since 1999, she has held many 
offices within the association, 
including club president, district 
governor and multiple district GLT 
coordinator.

In recognition of her service 
to the association, Director Klem-

ish has received numer-
ous awards, including a 
Membership Key Award, 
an International Leader-
ship Award, two Exten-
sion Awards and an 
International President’s 
Award. She is also a Pro-
gressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow.

In addition to her 
Lions activities, Direc-
tor Klemish has been 

active in numerous professional 
and community organizations, 
including the Iowa State Fair, the 
Casey Federated Women’s Club, 
4-H and as a church organist and 
choir director.

Director Klemish’s husband, 
Ken, is a past district governor and 
a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow.

From the Lion’s Den 
of District Governor 

Linda A. Starr
Happy New Year Awesome 

Lions of 34-A!  Whew!  The holiday 
season has come and gone.  A New 
Year full of promise and oppor-
tunity for us to serve and to do 
more in our communities to make 

people’s lives even better. Thanks 
to the clubs in 34-A that served in 
your communities by providing 
food, clothing, toys and other gifts 
to families and individuals.  As 
Lions, we serve year-round, but 
during the Christmas holiday sea-
son, it is a “special” time to help 
those families and individuals that 
are in need.

We are entering the last half 
of this Lion Year.  I have visited 40 
clubs, with 5 more to go.  I’ll be 
coming to visit you soon: Athens, 
Red Bay, Hamilton, Haleyville and 
Eva.

Club Secretaries, please 
report club officers and check 
your memberships addresses and 
update phone numbers.   Club 
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District 34-A
In and Around the District

DG 
Linda 
Starr

34-A District Lions Convention  
Registration Form 

To be held at 
The Venue at Coosa Landing 

                      201 George Wallace Drive 
                    Gadsden, AL 3503 

 
                    March 1-2, 2019 

 
Name: ________________________________ Club: ________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ________________________________ City: ________________ 
 
Zip Code: ________ Phone: ___________ Email Address: ____________________ 
 
REGISTRATION FEE:   
         Friday Night - “Dutch Treat” Chat & Chew Evening Meal 
                                   with ID Ardie Klemish and husband PDG Ken 
                                    
          Saturday -  $35 Early Registration before February 14, 2019. 
   $40 beginning on February 15, 2019 thru March 2, 2019 
                                    Registration includes morning refreshments and luncheon 
Make checks payable to:  Lions of Alabama District 34-A  
  
Mail to:  Lion Lanny Starr, 2195 County Road 239, Centre, AL 35960 
      
____ I plan to attend Friday Night* – “Dutch treat” Chat & Chew with International Family 
    * We need to know how many Lions to reserve space at restaurant.  Please check if you will be 
attending the “Dutch Treat” evening meal with our International Family. 
   
Hotel Information:  Please inform the Hotel when you call that you are with the Lions of 34 A 
District Convention. 
 
Gadsden Inn & Suites – 200 Albert Rains Blvd. – Gadsden, AL 3501 
                             256/543-7240/1-800-637-5678 
     Singles  $69 plus tax 
     Doubles  $79 plus tax 
     Suites  $109 plus tax 
 
 
District 34-A Service Project:  Bring a canned food item, dry beans, peanut butter or rice.  
Let’s help feed the hungry.  This will be donated to: Crisis Center, Homeless Shelter, or 
Food Bank in Etowah County.  

Treasurers, please send in club 
dues for state and national.  
Invoices are sent to you via mail/
email.  If your club is up to date on 
dues, thank you.

Welcome New Lions: 
Blountsville Lions welcomes 

Dennis and Carolyn Mills, spon-
sored by Lion E. Allen Neel.  Deca-
tur Lions welcomes Hobert Pruitt, 
sponsored by Charles Ashwander.  
Elmont Lions welcomes Dustin 
H. Clark, sponsored by Lion Keith 
Clark.  Hayden Lions welcomes 
Olivia, Brian, and Teresa H. San-
dridge, sponsored by Lion Tim-
othy Sosebee.  Scottsboro Lions 
welcomes Thomas N. Brewington 
and Jonathan L. Brown, sponsored 
by Lion Wouter Dieperink.  

In Sorrow:  Lion Lanny 
and I would like to say that our 
hearts and prayers go out to the 
families of Lion Nancy Hudson, 
Blountsville Lions; Lion William 
‘Bill” Steele, Centre Lions, Lion 
Flint Gillespie, Moulton Lions and 
Lion Leo Ray, Killen Lions Club.

Sick and Shut-ins:  
Please continue to reach out to 
our Lions who are recovering from 
illnesses, surgeries, in hospital, or 
just not feeling well.  Give them a 
call, send a card, or drop in to visit.  
Spread a little “sunshine” to make 
someone’s day brighter.

District 34-A 
Convention:  

Looking forward to seeing the 

“Awesome Lions” of 34-A at the 
2019 District 34-A Convention in 
Gadsden, AL, The Venue at Coosa 
Landing, 201 George Wallace 
Drive, Gadsden, AL 35903, March 
1-2, 2019.  The doors will open 
at 8:30 a.m.  Expect great speak-
ers, break out session, lots of fun 
and service.  A registration form 
is included in this newsletter.  Go 
ahead, cut it out and send in with 
your registration.  This is a great 
opportunity for Lions to attend a 
district activity by attending the 
District Convention to meet and 
see other Lions from the district.  
You will have the opportunity to 
meet and hear an International 
Director of Lions Club Interna-
tional.  

Each club is asked to please 
send a delegate or delegates to 
the District Convention.  If you 
have never attended a Lions 
District Convention, this is your 
opportunity.  Our theme: “Get on 
Board the Lions Train”.  The Con-
vention Committee is working 
hard to plan a convention for all 
Lions.  Can we count on you and 
other Lions from your club to be 
in attendance on March 2nd.

District 34-A Service 
Project for District 

Convention March 1-2:  
Bring a canned food item, 

dry beans, peanut butter or rice.  
Let’s help feed the hungry.  This 
will be donated to: Crisis Center, 
Homeless Shelter, or Food Bank 
in Etowah County. 

Ardie Klemish
International 

Director

ID Klemish guest speaker



Connie LeCleir-Meyer from Mondovi, 
Wisconsin, USA, was elected to serve a 
two-year term as a director of Lions Clubs 
International at the association’s 100th 
International Convention held in Chicago, 
Illinois, USA, June 30 through July 4, 2017.

Director LeCleir-Meyer is a senior 
training program manager.

A member of the Altoona Lions Club, 
and a Lion since 2000, she has held many 
offices within the association, including 
club president, zone chairperson, district 
governor and district and multiple district 
GLT coordinator.

In recognition of her service to the 
association, Director LeCleir-Meyer has 
received numerous awards, including an 
International Leadership Award and an 

International Presi-
dent’s Award. She 
is also a Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fel-
low.

In addition to 
her Lions activities, 
Director LeCleir-
Meyer has been 
active in numerous 
professional and 
community organi-
zations, including 
the American Legion, National Associa-
tion of Professional Women, Boy Scouts of 
America and her church choir.

Director LeCleir-Meyer’s husband, 
Michael, is also a Lion.
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District 34-B
In and Around the District

DG Mark 
Aldridge

The Fayette Lions Club recently met and welcomed Mark Aldridge, who is Alabama Lions 34-B 
District Governor. During this meeting Boy Scout Troop 45 joined us to accept a donation from 
the Fayette Lions Club in the amount of $500.00.  Scout Master Steve Nolen and Scout Will 
Henegar represented Troop 45 during the presentation. Pictured, during the presentation : 
Andrew Bynum, Steve Nolen (Troop 45), Will Henegar (Troop 45), Mark Aldridge (Alabama Lion 
34-B District Gov), Mark Brown (Fayette Lion Club President), Chuck Langley, Bruce Perry and 
Alva Grimsely.

Connie 
LeCleir-Meyer

DistriCt 34-B 2019 Convention AnD CABinet MeetinG
First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, 
2100 4th Avenue north, Birmingham, AL

March 22-23, 2019
ReGiSTRATioN FoRM

Badge name 1______________________ Lion ___ Leo ___ Guest ___
Lions Club ______________ Position _____ Phone _______________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Badge name 2______________________ Lion ___ Leo ___ Guest ___
Lions Club ______________ Position _____ Phone _______________

indicate how many are attending each event. 
Friday evening Reception and Buffet @ Miami Fusion Café
____Upstairs Party Room (dinner is pay as you go)      $15  x____ = $________   
Cash bar will be available 
           
____ Saturday Convention in FPC, Matthews Hall (Lunch & snacks included) 
                                                                                           $20   x____ = $_____
   total amount due                         $______  __

Make payments to: LioNS oF ALABAMA DiSTRiCT 34-B
Mail to:  iPDG Pedro Pino, CST, 

  149 Solar Shield Blvd.,
  odenville, Alabama 35120

• Don’t forget to bring a canned food items to donate to a local charity.
• Bring a door prize representing your club.

sCheDuLe oF events
Friday, March 22: 6:00 p.m. opening Reception at Miami Fusion Café, 
   2015 5th Ave North (free street parking) it’s located a block over west of church. 
saturday, March 23: 9:00-3:00
   8:30 a.m. Convention registration (All Must register)
   9:00 a.m. District 34-B Convention, Birmingham Matthews Hall, 
    First Presbyterian Church, 2100 4th Avenue N (across from Bham YMCA) 
    Parking:  on street on 4th Ave and behind the church on 5th Ave. 
   Lunchtime meal catered by ernie’s

The Huguley Lions Club donated to Florida Hurricane Relief efforts. Left is Lion Treasurer Don 
Harmon, District Governor Mark Aldridge, and right, Lion President Joey Adamson.

iD Connie LeCleir-Meyer guest speaker at District B Convention



With this Program Year now 
over half complete, a moment of 
reflection is in order.  Twenty-three 
of our forty clubs have received 
visits from the district governor 
team with the remaining official 
club visits being planned.  Based 
on December 31, 2018 data, dis-
trict membership is up for the pro-
gram year and increased by forty-
five members from one year ago.  
Twenty-four clubs have attracted 
new members this program year 
with two clubs adding sixteen 
each.  Yes, that’s correct – sixteen 
each.  Just Ask, it works. A total 
of eighty-one new members have 
been added and for the first time in 
a bit, new members added exceeds 
member drops.  Member drops 
are down over twenty percent 
from last year, which reflects well 
on our club membership reten-
tion actions.  Twenty-eight of our 
clubs have at least maintained 
their membership level this pro-
gram year. Service projects abound 
across the district with a regional 
diabetes project in the planning 
stages.  Over 100 district members 
were awarded Charter Monarch 
and Monarch Chevron Awards rec-
ognizing 2570 years of membership 
and service.  These are awarded 
starting with the 10-year level and 
every five years thereafter. Also, to 
recognize outstanding district per-
formance last year under the out-
standing leadership of now IPDG 
Claudia Wigglesworth, twelve of 
our clubs received a Club Excel-
lence Award, most of which will 
be awarded during the upcoming 
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District 34-c
In and Around the District

DG 
Andy 

Marshall

District Convention in Atmore, AL, 
hosted by our Atmore Club on Feb-
ruary 22 and 23, 2019.  Addition-
ally, the District was awarded a 
District Excellence Award which 
also will be addressed during the 
Convention. 

With regard to club size, our 
district is blessed to have the larg-
est, and the second, fourth, fifth 
and sixth largest clubs in the 
State Multiple District.  Recently 
a friendly and silent competition 
between our two largest clubs 
with regards to membership has 
emerged. And as of the end of the 
calendar, we have a new largest 
membership club.  Our Montgom-
ery club, under the leadership of 
Club President, Mitchell Dubina 
is now the largest, surpassing our 
Mobile club, only slightly.  One 
can expect this friendly member-
ship attraction event to continue.  
It will be interesting to see which 
club ends the program year with 
the largest membership.  I must 
point out that both clubs are serv-
ing at an increased level, with their 
service area greatly benefiting for 
their increased membership. 

We are pleased to have a Past 
District Governor and Past Coun-
cil Chairperson to join our district 
membership.  He is PDG and PCC 
Daniel Harris, now a member of 
our Gulf Shores club, previously a 
member of the Norris City, IL club, 
PDG of District 1 CS and PCC of 
Multiple District 1.  Welcome Dan-
iel to LA (lower Alabama). 

DG Andy Marshall

Above, the Atmore Lions Club entry in the Atmore Twilight Christmas 
Parade was well received winning first place. Pictured, left, Leo the Lion 
accompanied the float.

The Headland Christmas parade with over fifty units enjoyed the Headland Lions float which received the first 
place award and included a Kazoo band playing Christmas music



— Page 6 —

Thanks to Alabama Lions Clubs throughout the 
state, NINETY children with diabetes were spon-
sored to attend 2018 Camp Seale Harris programs. 
Our Lions state project to “Defeat Diabetes” means 
the world to these kids and families learning to live 
well at Camp Seale Harris. Many clubs sponsored 
kids in their community by having a Club Team or 
sponsoring a Diabetes WALK for Camp Seale Harris. 
Would your club like to help a child defeat diabetes 
this year? 

Contact us at walk@campsealeharris.org or call 
us at 205-402-0415 to find out how!

• Pensacola Diabetes Walk – March 16 at 8 a.m.
• Mobile/S. AL Diabetes Walk – March 17 at 1 p.m.
• Dothan/Wiregrass Diabetes Walk – April 7 at 1 p.m.

• Auburn/Opelika Diabetes Walk – April 13 at 8 a.m.
• Birmingham Diabetes Walk – April 14 at 1 p.m.
• Huntsville Mistletoe Madness Run/Walk  – Decem-
ber 8 at 1 p.m.

More information on each Diabetes WALK can 
be found at campsealeharris.org/diabeteswalk.

I was thrilled to be invited to Pike Road Lions 
first annual 9@9 Lions Stride Walk benefiting Camp 
Seale Harris! Four children and families are now 
sponsored to attend 2019 diabetes camp with funds 
raised in this very successful first year event!

Lion Rhonda McDavid, 
Executive Director

SDES – Camp Seale Harris

The Hayden Lions Club along with Jennifer Metcalf, pharmacist and owner of Shipp’s and Hayden Pharmacy, 
provided 36 emergency diabetic kits for Hayden and  Blount County Schools. Ms. Metcalf has also offered to 
resupply the test kits with test strips as long as they are needed for free! Director of Nursing Barbara Robinson 
will distribute the Test kits and strips as needed to the Hayden and Blount County school nurses. Pictured, are 
Jennifer Metcalf and 2nd Vice District Governor Tim Sosebee.

Lions 
Defeating 
Diabetes

Lion Rhonda McDavid with Pike Road Lion Jeff Pinegar 
at 9@9 Lions Stride.

sCReeneR 
neeDeD
Alabama Sight is looking 

for a screener in District B. 
If interested please call 

Executive Director Barry Elliott 
at 205-578-1258 or

 Paula Gardner at 205-326-8519.

2018-2019 Annual Convention 
Registration form can be 

downloaded from the website 
- go to alabamalionsMD34.org 

- link is in the 
middle of  the page.



General
• Card games (Uno, Phase 10, Skip-bo, 
   regular playing cards, etc.)
• Board games (Connect 4, Guess 
   Who, Headbands, Scrabble, Yahtzee, 
Trouble, Scattegories, Sorry)
• “Oh the Places You’ll Go!” by 
  Dr. Suess - A book to give to 
patients at end of treatment.
• “The Invisible String” by Patrice 
   Karst

ARTS/CRAFTS
• Individual craft sets
• Crayola Color Wonder markers 
   and paper
• Do-A-Dot markers & Dot Marker 
   coloring books
• Wooden letters to paint/decorate 
   (all sizes)
• Playdoh & accessories

INFANT
•Teething rings/rattles
• Stacking/nesting toys/infant links
• Light up/musical toys

TODDLER
• Electronic light-up/musical toys
• Shape sorters
• Small Play Musical Instruments
• Little People toys/sets
• Recordable Story Books

SCHOOL AGE
• Action figures (super heroes, 
   transformers, Ninja Turtles, etc.
• Hot Wheels/Matchbox cars
• I Spy/Look and Find books
• Lego’s (individual kits)
• Bop It game
• Magformers (magnetic construction 
   set)

Teen
• Nail polish
• Over the door basketball hoops
• Sports paraphenalia
• Electronic handheld games: 
   Catch Phrase, Solitaire, 20 Questions
• Cloth headbands
• Ear Buds
• Adult coloring books with fine tip 
   colored pencils
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Pictured, from left, are David McGowen, President of the Moody Lions 
Club; Vince Eiser and David Moran, co-chairs of the fundraising committee; 
Blaze Powell; his mother, Laurie Powell; his dad, Josh Powell; and his 
brother, Braden
Carpenetti.    

Childhood Cancer Update
Many have asked, “What can I or my club do to help children with 

childhood cancer?”  One answer is to become involved helping supply 
items needed at Children’s Hospital in Birmingham.  Children all over 
the state come to Children’s for appointments and treatments.  Please 
bring collected items to your district’s convention and to the state con-
vention.  I will collect these items and deliver them to the hospital.  If 
you would like to take them, please email Mindy Wald at mindy.wald@
childrensal.org and she will arrange a time for you to deliver the items.  
A big shout out to the Prattville Lions Club who donated items from the 
“Wish List” to Children’s Hospital!

Do you crochet?  If so, another great opportunity to brighten a sick 
child’s life is to make princess wigs and superhero beanies that will go to 
AL Children’s Hospital!  If you are interested or want further information, 
please contact me at bfmelliott@yahoo.com.  What a wonderful way to 
put a smile on a child’s face!

“Together we can do so much!”
Lion Brenda Elliott

District B Chair Childhood Cancer

At a recent board meeting 
of the Moody Lions Club Lion 
Linda Moran made a request 
of the board.  She explained a 
medical situation a local family 
was facing and she asked if the 
club could assist. The request 
was to donate the profits from 
our most recent fundraiser to the 
family of the boy named Blaze.  
After hearing the facts the board 
voted to present her request to 
the membership for their con-
sideration. The members of the 
Moody Lions Club voted to pres-
ent all profits to the family of 
Blaze Powell.    It was also decid-
ed an invitation to attend the 
first meeting in December would 
be extended to Blaze, his par-
ents,  Josh and Laurie Powell and 
his brother, Braden Carpenetti.  
They were told that the Lions 
wanted Blaze to draw the ticket 
for the winner of the Mossberg 
Shotgun Fundraiser.  That’s how 
our club first met the boy named 
Blaze.

Here’s his story
The St. Clair Times Edi-

tor Gary Hanner also attended 
that meeting. The following is 
an excerpt from the article Mr. 
Hanner published.  Below is 
Blaze’s story as told by his moth-
er.  

“At the end of March 2018, 
Blaze was diagnosed with Undif-
ferentiated Sarcoma on his pros-
tate.  After several months of 
testing, scans, labs and a biopsy, 
it was determined that his tumor 
was a “hybrid” cancer containing 
positive markers for several dif-
ferent tumors.

 The Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester, Minn., has biopsies sent to 
them from all over the world, and 
they have never seen a tumor like 
Blaze’s.  The pediatric oncology 
group at Children’s Hospital of 
Alabama started a generic che-
motherapy regimen that con-
sisted of two different types of 
medications, along with radia-
tion at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham. 

After the first couple of 
rounds, the tumor stopped 
shrinking.  Doctors decided sur-

THE BOY NAMED BLAZE 
gery would be necessary.

We had been told that Blaze 
would need his bladder, pros-
tate, urethra and rectum removed 
because the tumor was originally 
5 inches x 2.5 inches.

We were not comfortable 
with the decision to remove all 
his organs, so we started call-
ing around for second opinions.  
Luckily, we were put in contact 
with Dr. Patricio Gargollo at The 
Mayo Clinic, through another 
parent who also had a son with 
prostate cancer. 

After doing a second opinion 
over the phone, he told us that 
he would save some of Blaze’s 
organs, if not all of them.  In 
September, Blaze and Josh went 
to Minnesota to meet Dr. G. and 
to start proton radiation 20 days 
prior to his surgery on Oct. 2.

They were able to save his 
bladder, rectum and urethra, only 
having to remove his prostate and 
obturator nerve.  Removing the 
obturator nerve has caused some 
severe pain in his right leg and 
he has difficulty walking but with 
about a year of physical therapy, 
he should be able to run and play 
like normal.”

When the program began 
Fundraiser Chair Lion David 
Moran ask Blaze to draw the tick-
et for the winner of the Moss-
berg Shotgun.  He drew the ticket 
belonging to Rod Fortenberry.  
Lion Moran then presented Blaze 
with a toy for his assistance.  He 
then presented a check to the 
Powell’s for $2,400.00.  Mrs. Pow-
ell said “We have witnessed true 
miracles in healing and have felt 
all the love and prayers that have 
been sent our ways”. She said, 
“We are truly grateful to live in a 
small town where our neighbors 
are like friends and our friends 
are our family.  This has not 
been easy, but it has shown us 
what love and prayer can accom-
plish.  We thank everyone who 
has reached out in so many ways 
throughout our journey.  This is 
far from over, but the road is so 
much brighter thanks to all of 
you.”

Chances are there is a boy or 
girl like Blaze in your community 
that needs your clubs help.  If not 
and you would like to help Blaze 
Powell just call a member of the 
Moody Lions Club.

Lions Clubs Global Causes 
this year are: Diabetes, Vision, 
Hunger, Environment and Child-
hood Cancer. 

Children’s of Alabama, 1600 7th Avenue South, Birmingham, AL 35233
205-638-9100  •  www.ChildrensAL.org

2018 wiSH LiSt
The hospital can be overwhelming for children of all ages. The items 
listed below give patients’ the tools they need to help distract, 
comfort and reduce anxiety while in the hospital, while also being a 
child and having fun.
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Hello Lions.  
The holidays are over and the 

new year has begun.  I hope every-
one had a great Holiday season.  

It is hard to believe, but the 
year is half over.  It is going so 
fast.  With the membership drops 
in December done.  Membership 
for the state took a hit.  We are 
now in the negative numbers for 
membership.  This is something 
that can be remedied.  It is going 
to take some work on everyone’s 
part but it can be fixed.  Like I 
said in December, we need new 
members to give us new ideas on 
service and fundraising.  

We also need to keep the 
experienced members so we can 
utilize their knowledge.  That 
knowledge is invaluable to us as 
we go in to the new century of 
service.  Yes, some of the ways 
that things use to get done are dif-
ferent.  There are new items that 
need reported and new ways to 
report what we do.  Even with that 
there are things we do that the 
experienced members know how 
to do so well. They also know a 
lot of the history of the club.  This 
knowledge is valuable and all the 
Lions should attempt to learn as 
much as they can so the history 
does not get lost.

With only five months left in 
our year we need to work hard to 
finish the year on a strong note.  
The first 6 months went well.  
There were several items that the 
Governors worked on to get done. 
Now it is time to work so we can 
have a great ending to the year.  I 
am going to ask 3 things of every 
Lion in the State.  

The first thing I will ask is that 
every member ask one friend or 
relative to come to a meeting or 

service event.  Then see if they will 
join and help us in our service.  I 
challenge all Lions in the state to 
do this every month.  Let’s see how 
many new members can be found.  

The second thing I will ask.  
Help your District Governor to get 
a new club started.  With everyone 
working toward a goal it makes it 
easier to attain than working by 
yourself.  I would like to see one 
new club in each district with a 
charter membership of at least 30.  
I believe that this is attainable if 
everyone helps out.

The last thing I will ask.  Plan 
on attending our Multiple Dis-
trict (State) convention in Orange 
Beach.  The dates May 3-5, 2019.  
Plans are being made and worked 
out.  It will be a fun time.  It will 
also give you a chance to meet 
other Lions and make friends.  
As part of this, everyone that 
has been to a convention before, 
please bring some one who has 
not been.  It is a great experience 
for a new member or one that has 
not attended before.  It is good to 
see that Lions are more than just 
your club.  

With this said, I challenge the 
Lions of MD 34 to do the best they 
can and to help grow Lions in 
Alabama.

The “Pride of Foley LEO Club” held their induction ceremony January 10, 2019 at Foley High School with 22 student members present as well as their sponsor Mrs. Britteny Eames, IPCC Dora 
Hartsock and Foley Lions Club President Tammy Kinney.

Mark Stevens
Council Chair

New Lions Club members needed Lions and LCIF
Our annual fundraiser is now underway! One ticket holder 

will win $500 cash as the Lions of Alabama work to raise funds 
towards our LCIF Campaign 100 contribution goals.

Tickets are available from each LCIF District Coordinator 
and your District Governor for distribution - priced at $5 each , or 
5 tickets for $20 as the best buy. Please get some tickets and sell, 
sell, sell! Tickets will be available during each District Convention, 
and we will continue to offer tickets through our Multi-District 
Convention if Orange Beach, with that one winning ticket being 
drawn on Saturday night, May 4, 2019 at the convention Banquet 
(now rescheduled from April 27).

Your LCIF District Coordinators ask the support of each 
Alabama Lion in this fundraiser effort. Net proceeds will be des-
ignated for LCIF Campaign 100, and each Lion donor can receive 
credit as a personal contribution or as a club contribution to LCIF 
if requested.

Thank you for your support.

PCC George Head, LCIF Coordinator, MD-34
PCC Jerry Bonner, LCIF Coordinator, 34-A

PDG Pedro Pino, LCIF Coordinator, 34-B
PCC Glen Elmore, LCIF Coordinator, 34-C


