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'THE CHRISTMAS ANGELS'

It was December
23, 1993. For a single
mom who was going
to
college
and
supporting
my
children completely
alone, Christmas
was
looking
bleak. I looked
around my little
home, realization
dawning like a slow, twisting pain. We were
poor.
Our tiny house had two bedrooms, both
off the living room. They were so small that
my baby daughter's crib barely fit into one
room, and my son's twin bed and dresser were
squeezed into the other. There was no way they
could share a room, so I made my bed every
night on the living room floor.
The three of us shared the only closet in
the house. We were snug, always only a few feet
from each other, day and night. With no doors
on the children's rooms, I could see and hear
them at all times. It made them feel secure,
and it made me feel close to them -- a blessing
I wouldn't have had in other circumstances.
It was early evening, about eight o'clock.
The snow was falling softly, silently, and my
children were both asleep. I was wrapped in
a blanket, sitting at the window, watching the
powdery flakes flutter in the dimming light,
when my front door vibrated with a pounding
fist.
Alarmed, I wondered who would stop by
unannounced on such a snowy winter night.
I opened the door to find a group of strangers
grinning from ear to ear, their arms laden with
boxes and bags.
Confused, but finding their joyous spirit
contagious, I grinned right back at them.
"Are you Susan?" The man stepped
forward as he held out a box for me.
Nodding stupidly, unable to find my
voice, I was sure they thought I was mentally
deficient.
"These are for you." The woman thrust
another box at me with a huge, beaming smile.
The porch light and the snow falling behind

her cast a glow over her dark hair, lending her
an angelic appearance.
I looked down into her box. It was
filled to the top with delicious treats, a fat
turkey, and all the makings of a traditional
Christmas dinner. My eyes filled with tears as
the realization of why they were there washed
over me.
Finally coming to my senses, I found
my voice and invited them in. Following
the husband were two children, staggering
with the weight of their packages. The family
introduced themselves and told me their
packages were all gifts for my little family.
This wonderful, beautiful family, who were
total strangers to me, somehow knew exactly
what we needed. They brought wrapped gifts
for each of us, a full buffet for me to make
on Christmas Day, and many "extras" that
I could never afford. Visions of a beautiful,
"normal" Christmas literally danced in my
head. Somehow my secret wish for Christmas
was materializing right in front of me. The
desperate prayers of a single mom had been
heard, and I knew right then that God had
sent his angels my way.
My mysterious angels then handed me
a white envelope, gave me another round of
grins, and took turns hugging me. They wished
me a Merry Christmas and disappeared into
the night as suddenly as they had appeared.
Amazed and deeply touched, I looked
around me at the boxes and gifts strewn at my
feet and felt the ache of depression suddenly
being transformed into a childlike joy. I began
to cry. I cried hard, sobbing tears
of the deepest gratitude. A

great sense of peace filled me. The knowledge
of God's love reaching into my tiny corner of
the world enveloped me like a warm quilt. My
heart was full. I fell to my knees amid all the
boxes and offered a heartfelt prayer of thanks.
Getting to my feet, I wrapped myself in
my blankets and sat once again to gaze out the
window at the gently falling snow. Suddenly,
I remembered the envelope. Like a child, I
ripped it open and gasped at what I saw. A
shower of bills flitted to the floor. Gathering
them up, I began to count the five, ten, and
twenty-dollar bills. As my vision blurred with
tears, I counted the money, then recounted it
to make sure I had it right. Sobbing again, I
said it out loud: "One hundred dollars."
I looked at my children sleeping soundly,
and through my tears I smiled my first happy,
free-of-worry smile in a long, long time. My
smile turned into a grin as I thought about
tomorrow: Christmas Eve. One visit from
complete strangers had magically turned a
painful day into a special one that we would
always remember...with happiness.
It is now several years since our Christmas
angels visited. I have remarried, and our
household is happy and richly blessed. Every
year since that Christmas in 1993, we have
chosen a family less blessed than we are. We
bring them carefully selected gifts, food and
treats, and as much money as we can spare.
It's our way of passing on what was given to
us. It's the "ripple effect" in motion. We hope
that the cycle continues and that, someday,
the families we share with will be able to pass
it on, too.
— Susan Fahncke
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visions
ALS Executive Director’s Report
Barry
Elliott

“The only thing worse than
being blind is having sight but no
vision,”
— Helen Keller
Truly the lions of Alabama
have taken to heart the challenge that Helen Keller issued so
many years ago.
Seventy-four
years later Alabama Lions Sight
(ALS) has focused on providing
advanced eye care to more than
400,000 indigent individuals in
Alabama. That vision has seen the
need to touch lives in every corner
of Alabama.
The last three months has
afforded me the opportunity to
see lions clubs in action. They
have been providing eye care
through their individual club projects in their local communities.

Also contributing to ALS so that
together we can do more. I visited
with the Opelika club and heard
about the process they follow for
requests for eye exams and glasses
locally. Their sight chair, James
Allen, really has a heart of service.
The Athens Lions Club, Selma
Lions Club, Anniston Lions Club,
Cullman Community Lions Club,
and Alexander City Lions Club
have similar methods of caring for
their local residents who need eye
care. These clubs represent the
majority of clubs who are making a difference locally but also
have the vision to see the need
to donate to ALS so that more
people in Alabama can receive the
eye care they so desperately need.
In the photos you will see that
ALS is awarding these clubs with

a banner patch starting with 20172018 as well as the current year
2018-2019 in recognition of their
donation to ALS. Every club will
receive a banner patch, who has
contributed in these years. Call the
office to have Paula schedule me to
visit your club.
The Lions Clinic at Callahan Eye Hospital amazes me in
the number of patients seen as well
as the kind of care that is rendered.
When I bring to the attention of
a club that I visit, just how many
people in their community and
region that are seen at the hospital through the Lions Clinic, the
numbers are simply amazing. Most
clubs will only have recommended
a couple of folks to Callahan for
care themselves but don’t realized
the number of folks from their area
that by other means come to the
Lions eye clinic.

The Mobile Eye Clinic, MEC,
is now in its 33rd month. It has
seen nearly 4000 patients. Most of
these are from counties with little
or no eye care. Nearly 2500 pair
of glasses have been issued and
200 have been referred and transported to UAB Callahan Eye Foundation for surgeries and advance
eye care. Dr. Daum called recently
and informed me of five individuals with Keratoconus who were
at their last resort with no hope
for correction and care. This was

a very expensive condition and
treatment process beyond what
we could provide. Dr. Daum negotiated with the School of Optometry for the special mapping of the
eye which was needed and being
fitted for the special contacts all
for a tenth of normal cost. The
money has been raised to provide
for the vision care for these five
individuals!
Happy Holidays to you and
your family. May the Lord bless
you in the coming New Year.

Patients
seen in the
Lions
Eye Clinic
• 1,562 patients seen
year-to-date

The Athens Lions Club

• 418 were in the
month of October

Selma Lions Club eye screening

Anniston Lions Club 1st VP Lion Belva Durham receiving
banner path for donations to ALS.

The Cullman Community Lions Club
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District 34-A

DG
Linda
Starr

In and Around the District
FROM THE LION’S DEN
OF DG
LINDA A. STARR

On the road again, visiting
clubs and attending club events.
I am continually inspired by the
community service projects I
see and hear about when visiting clubs throughout the district.
Thanks to all the clubs that have
reported their service projects.
Ringing my bell! I will
be coming to your club soon:
November - Cullman Community, Guntersville, Tuscumbia,
Town Creek and December –
Bridgeport. Clubs left to visit:
Huntsville Pacesetters, Red Bay,
Eva, Hamilton, Athens, and
Haleyville.
Club Secretaries/Club Service Chairs – Thank you for
reporting club officers, new
members and service projects.
Please continue to report service projects online for your
club. District Service Chair Tim
Carter is monitoring clubs to be
able to track the total service
hours for our district. If you have
not reported your club’s service
activities, you can report them
now from July 1, 2018 up to the
present. Go ahead and do this
now before November 19.
Club Treasurers – Thank you
for doing a good job of collecting
and reporting club dues. Please
send club dues payment in to the
State Office for state dues and
to Lions Club International for
international dues. Invoices are

sent out for each. Please stay in
communication with your club
secretary.

NEWS FROM
THE CLUB VISITS

On the road again, ringing
my bells! Thanks to Florence
Downtown, Gadsden Alabama
City, Hartselle, Double Springs,
Gurley, Huntsville Von Braun,
and Cullman Lions for welcoming Lion Lanny and I to your club
meeting. Each club has a life of its
own that fills an important function for the community. Thanks
for sharing with us the many services that you as Lions provide
to your different communities.
Lion Lanny and I really enjoyed
being with you and hearing of all
the many things that Lions are
doing in 34-A. Clubs, please let
me know of your service projects
or club events so that I can visit
with you in your community.
Thanks to Hokes Bluff Tawannahs and Hoke Bluff Lions for
inviting Lion Lanny and I to their
Halloween/Membership dinner.
I had the pleasure of initiating
one new member to the Hokes
Bluff Tawannah’s Club. I also,
received a “Zonk” in the Let’s
Make a Deal game.
I would like to say a special
“thank you” to the Tuscumbia
Lions, President Keith Brown,
Lion Beverly Brown and Lion
Elizabeth Foster for hosting the
2nd District 34A Cabinet Meeting
in Tuscumbia, AL.

Florence Downtown Lions present award to UAB Optometry School Scholarship. Pictured, from left, are Sommer Thompson, School of Optometry;
President David Stephenson; Lion Ron Morrison, club treasurer and project
sponsor; and Kelly Nichols, School Dean.

Florence Downtown Lions donated two Chad’s Wagons to the new Florence Regional Hospital. These wagons
are simply wagons with an IV pole attached and can be used to move small children from their room to other
places in the hospital for tests, surgery, etc. Name of the new hospital is North Alabama Medical Center and
will open Dec. 6, 2018.
WELCOME NEW LIONS
October 2018

• Brilliant Lions welcomes Barbara Norris, sponsored by Lion
Imogene Dodd.
• Fort Payne Lions welcomes
Michael Anderson, sponsored by
Lion Douglas Walker.
• Hartselle Lions welcomes Deborah Queen, sponsored by Lion
Dee Dee Jones.
• Huntsville Von Braun Lions welcomes Demetris Leverette, sponsored by Lion Alice Sams.
• Red Bay Lions welcomes Sharon Strickland, sponsored by Lion
Harold Strickland.
• Scottsboro Lions welcomes
Belinda Ballard, sponsored by
Lion William Knight.
• Hokes Bluff Tawannah Lions welcomes Katherine Weaver, sponsored by Lion Alexandria Sims.
• Sponsoring Lions Imogene,
Douglas, Dee Dee, Harold, Alexandria and William “ASKED”, and
Barbara, Michael, Deborah, Sharon, Katherine and Belinda said
“YES”!
Welcome new Lions from
District 34-A! Many thanks to the
sponsors of the new Lions and the
Clubs.

SEARCHING for Lions:
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The DG Team would like to
set up a training date in January
to train Lions to become Guiding
Lions. We have been told that you
do not have to be a past president
to become a Guiding Lion. Therefore, any Lion that would like to
help other clubs that are struggling with membership and existence can be a Guiding Lion. If
you are interested in being trained
online, we can get you signed up
for online training now. Please
respond to me if you are interested via email, lstarr@tds.net. WE
SERVE!

REMINDER:
SPECIAL INVITATION
District Convention –
March 2, 2019
in Gadsden, AL

You are invited to attend
District Convention on March 2,
2019. All Lions and club officers
are invited to attend. Registration
information will be sent out soon.

DISTRICT SERVICE
PROJECT:

Thanks to all the clubs that
participated in our first district
service project – Diabetic Kits for
students in the classroom and on

the school bus. We had ten clubs
to participate in our service project for the 2nd Cabinet meeting
with 110 diabetic kits for distribution to school nurses for diabetic
students. We do plan to have one
at our District Convention. More
information on the Service Project will be sent out with Registration for District Convention. WE
SERVE!

SORROW:

Lion Lanny and I would like
to say that our hearts and prayers
go out to the family of Lion Janet
Carr, Centre Lions; Lion Jerry
Charles Miner, Eva Lions; in their
time of sorrow.

Sick and Shut-ins:

Many of our Lions are recovering from illnesses, surgeries or
just not feeling well. Please reach
out and speed up their recovery.
Send them a card, an email of
thoughtfulness or give them a
phone call, or better still, if you
are in the area, visit them. Please
send me names of Lions that
would welcome “Sunshine” from
other Lions so that we can uplift
them in prayer as they heal.
If a Lion is not listed above
in sorrow, it is because I have not
been given the information.

DG Mark
Aldridge

District 34-B

In and Around the District
Tuscaloosa Area, Wetumpka,
and Autaugaville getting
their new voices
I was there to witness an
astounding show of determination
and leadership near the campus
of the University Alabama in midOctober (Tua and Coach Saban
not present). Zone Chair Kathy
Mason, First VDG Bubba Bingham,

GAT Service Chair PDG George
Head, and Northport President
Larry Alexander met with students
and young community members
to reorganize Tuscaloosa Area.
Their goal was to generate new
members and continue service
with vision screenings the Club
had recently begun. Oliva Wyatt
stepped forward as President and
seven others joined (including
some pre-optometry students).

Zone Chair Karl Wade and
I took lunch with the Wetumpka
Lions.
After the opening
formalities, a rundown of the past
weekend’s NCAA football results
was delivered with good humor.
ZC Karl Wade commended
them for their fundraising and
volunteering at the River Region
Camp. President Larry Dozier
recently acceded to the office
and led the meeting which

Zone Chair Kathy Mason of the Northport Lions helps organize the Tuscaloosa Area new members.

included a talk by the County
Probate Judge candidate.
I
congratulated Lion Robert Barrett
on his recruitment of two new
members. I encouraged the Lions’
commitment Elmore County
and urged looking “Beyond the
Horizon” as well.
Zone Chair Karl Wade
and I enjoyed a catered meal
with the Autaugaville Lions
at the W. H. Smith Agricultural

Center. I presented several
Service Chevrons. ZC Karl Wade
complimented them for the above
average number of long-term
members serving in the Club. I
also commended 10-year Lion
James Wallace for editing a brandnew club brochure to tell the Club
story and recruit new Lions. New
Lion Treasurer Candace Fipps also
got a DG shout-out for clarifying
their financial reports.

Wetumpka Lions Club President Larry Dozier welcomes Zone Chair Karl
Wade and District Governor Mark Aldridge to the lunch meeting at
Coaches Corner.

Greensboro, Prattville and
Moody Making a Difference

District Gov Mark Aldridge presented 20-year service chevrons to Moody Charter Lions Betty Eisner, PDG Jane
Barker, and PCC Vernon Barker.
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In early October, I visited in Greensboro to meet and lunch with the
Lions and some prospective members. President William Hemstreet
and his team are developing a Leo Club and working with the City to
augment the Lions Park. Both projects will increase Lions’ impact in
Greensboro. Travelling with me was GAT Leadership Chair PDG Don
Keesler who answered questions and gave advice as well.
During my visit to Prattville, hosted by 1st Vice President Will
Dismukes, I cited the many Lions it has “loaned” to the District. Lions
just that evening were working their high school football concession.
Reports from several committee chairs indicate the local Prattville
community is gaining much from having Lions in their midst.
The Moody Lions Club, led by President David McGowan, continues
to show its interest and compassion for the youth in its community. By
sponsoring vision screening at an elementary school and promoting art
expression in the Peace Poster Contest, they raise Lionism’s profile in
Moody. It is also sponsoring diabetes education programs for all age
groups locally.

District
34-C
In and Around the District
DG
Andy
Marshall

We recently held our second
Cabinet meeting in Evergreen with
26 in attendance including our
Council Chairperson Mark Stevens.
Thanks to all who attended and
a special thanks to CC Mark. His
presence added to the event and
gave members of our District a view
of the Lions of Alabama beyond
the District level. Additionally,
MD GMT Coordinator PDG Ron
Mitchell was in attendance.
In addition to the normal
Cabinet business training in the
areas of Service by GST Coordinator
PCC Linda Ziglar and membership
by GMT Coordinator IPDG Claudia
Wigglesworth was conducted.
The Cabinet meeting also
featured a time of sharing for all
clubs in attendance. We heard
facts regarding recent fund raisers
and service projects with several
in attendance stating the exchange
was very valuable with great ideas
to take home to their club.
Club visits are continuing
with Butler, Mobile, Semmes and
Fairhope visited this past month.
This completes about half of our
scheduled visits for the program
year with several scheduled for
November.
Worldwide our membership
continues to grow. As this article is
being written the worldwide membership increased to 1.474 million
headed to 1.500 million. More
membership means more service.
Lions of Alabama are also growing this year. We have added over
100 new members now exceeding
3,000 statewide.
District 34 C is also growing. Our banner moto this year
is “Growing to Serve the 2nd
Century.” In the first quarter and
two days, we have added 52 members approaching to 1100-member
mark. I would like to recognize the
following clubs with new members
so far this program year: Andalusia
1, Atmore 3, Bay Minette 4,
Covington VIP 3, Daphne 1, Elba 2,
Enterprise 2, Eufaula 3, Flomaton
1, Foley 2, Greenville 1, Gulf Shores
2, Mobile 1, Mobile University 2,
Montgomery 15, Montgomery
Dixie 3, Orange Beach 1, Pike Road
1, Saraland 1, and Selma 3. Yes,
that is not a typo, Montgomery
has added fifteen (15) new members this quarter – Congratulations
Montgomery Lions. Just Ask – it
works!!!
Member retention is an
important element of increasing
service. If we do not provide an
environment of service and one

where our members are happy,
they vote with their feet and
leave. Just as we expend calories
to attract new members, we must
pay attention to our current members for each time dues are collected our current members make
a decision – Go or Stay. The following clubs are working hard at
membership retention. Although
they have not added new members, they have not lost members
this quarter: Ashford, Brewton,
Brundidge, Butler, Citronelle,
Daleville, Demopolis, Eight
Mile, Geneva, Greater Dothan,
Grove Hill, Headland, Livingston,
Satsuma, Semmes, Slocomb, and
York. Congratulations to these
clubs for working hard a member
retention.
As we move through the
Thanksgiving and Christmas season, let’s be sure to stop and give
thanks for all the blessings we have
as Lions and give gifts to those we
love and those less fortunate than
us. As we plan our gifts for the season, please remember our Lions
charitable organization, the Lions
Clubs International Foundation
(LCIF). It is for a highly favorable charity in the US with 100%
of the donations going to grants
with none of the current donations
going to pay salaries or administrative costs. LCIF supports
humanitarian causes, vision issues
and disaster relief here in the US.
Hurricanes Florence and Michael
caused severe damage in the
southeast with Michael impacting our district. LCIF was one
of the first with disaster grants to
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Caroling and Virginia and
stood ready to support this district
if needed.
Currently, LCIF is increasing
the areas eligible for grants. LEO’s,
childhood cancer, diabetes, environment and hunger will soon be
included as areas for with grants
can be applied. This extension is
an element of the LCIF Campaign
100 which is a capital campaign in
the amount of $300 million over
the next three years. Over $50 million has already been achieved.
Add LCIF to your gifting plan
this year. Let’s support “our” charitable organization as we give this
year. Gifts can be made easily online with just the touch of a button.
Looking past the Holidays,
let’s all mark our calendars for a fun
time at our District Convention in
Atmore, AL on February 22 and 23,
2019. Our Atmore club has been

Selma Lions Club vision screening in conjunction with the Selma Get Fit Day. Pictured, from left, front row: Lions
Linda and John Haskell and Exc. Director ALS Barry Elliott back row: Screeners Lions Tim and Ofie McCoy, Lions
Robert Key, Dick and Carolyn Dunaway and Dana Hollis. (Ray Thompson not pictured)
planning this event for months.
We will have good food, great fellowship, and we might even bring
home some winnings from the
local casino. Tom Gordon, a second year International Director
from Canada will be our guest
speaker accompanied by his wife
Lion Gillian. ID Tom is a retired
educator and owns a human
resources training company. I
have met ID Tom and so much
look forward to having him and his
wife at our District Convention. A

PDG Ron Mitchell
at recent Cabinet Meeting
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registration form and more details
will be released very soon.
Our Selma club has been very
busy recently. It held its annual
Central Alabama Fair the first week
of October during which funds are
raised to support many worthwhile service projects. All school
aged children were giving free fair
admission when donating a can of

canned goods. Over twenty cases
of canned goods were collected
and donated to local food banks.
They also did a vision screening
in conjunction with the Selma Get
Fit Day during the month. See an
event photo below.
We Serve
Andy Marshal

School aged children were given free admission to the Annual Central
Alabama Fair when donating a canned good.

Make the new member feel special and knowledgeable
The Induction Ceremony and New Member Orientation are two ways to getting a new
lion feeling at home in his/her new club. If the club president is not comfortable performing the Induction Ceremony and Orientation Training, then call on your District Governor
or a Past District Governor. The Induction Ceremony Suggestions are located on the LCI
website.

INDUCTION CEREMONY

The Induction Ceremony shows the club members that the club is growing and new
energy and ideas are to be welcomed from the new member. It reminds everyone about
the history of Lions Clubs International and the history of the local club. Administering the
oath makes the new member aware that they have loyalty and performance duties. The
sponsor performs the pining of the Lions lapel on the new member and is reminded of
the responsibilities they have to make the new member feel welcome, introduce your new
member to all club members and provide your new member with information about the
club, its officers and constitution.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

Lions New Member Orientation Training Guide has the complete guide to planning
and conducting new member orientations. Lions Clubs International (LCI) Membership
New Club Programs Department will send you the workbook (ME13 EN 8/12) for each
member in your club. The workshop will teach about Your Club, District and Multiple District, Lions Club International and has an open book test to complete the class. If your club
has now had New Member Orientation for a long while, then I suggest that the entire club
participates in the class. The results will be a stronger club and all members understanding
their duties and responsibilities.
In Lionism,
MD-GMT Ron Mitchell

Photo from left, are, Bay Minette LC President Kristina Angelone, MD-GMT Ron Mitchell, and
new member J. J. Hall.

2018 Advanced Lions Leadership Institute training

Lion Brenda Elliott of the Adamsville-Forestdale Lions Club in District B and 2nd VDG Tim Sosebee
of the Hayden Lions Club in District A recently attended and completed the 2018 Advanced Lions
Leadership Institute training held in Winnipeg Manitoba Canada. Lion Brenda is seated on the first
row, second from the right and 2nd VDG Tim is on the second row, first on the left. Congratulations
to both!
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LCIF is OUR Foundation, and as Lions,
we should support it - this is what we do!
Campaign 100 - Empowering Service
! “The most ambitious fundraising effort
in LCIF history, Campaign 100 will span
three years and seek to raise $ 300 million. By June 30, 2021, Campaign 100 will
empower Lions to serve 200+ million people each year and ensure that resources
are available to increase continued service to our communities with a focus on
vision, youth, disaster relief, humanitarian causes, and also to expand our global
causes to include a commitment to fight
diabetes, childhood cancer, and continue
to work toward a world in which no one
goes hungry, and to protect the environmental health of our global communities.”
$ 300 million? That is a lot of money!
How will this be accomplished? We start
year one with the basics:
Ensure that each Lions Club has
named a LCIF Club Coordinator - has
your club done so? If not, go ahead and
do it now.
Encourage all clubs who have not
made a donation to LCIF in the past few
years to make a minimum donation of
$100 - easy to do online: www.licf.org/
donate.
Encourage clubs that have traditionally made donations to continue to do
so, with plans to increase donations each
year.
Encourage clubs to make sufficient
donations of $1,000 that would allow every

Club to name at least one Melvin Jones
Fellow annually.
Encourage clubs to initiate a new
fundraising event dedicated to LCIF for
those who do not have sufficient budget
funds to contribute.
Encourage all Alabama Lions who
have not personally donated to LCIF to
make a minimum personal donation of
$20 to LCIF this year. Why wait - just do it:
www.licf.org/donate.
Encourage all Alabama Lions to
make a personal donation of $100 to LCIF
annually during the 3 years of Campaign
100, and beyond. Now is the time to get
it started!
This is how we start. Can this be
accomplished?
Yes! - We are Lions! It’s Tax Time . . . . Remember, donations made to LCIF are tax deductible.
Please consider making your tax deductible donation before December 31 as you
finalize your income tax preparations for
2018!
Thank You,
PCC George Head, LCIF
Coordinator, MD-34
PCC Jerry Bonner, LCIF
Coordinator, 34-A
PDG Pedro Pino, LCIF
Coordinator, 34-B
PCC Glen Elmore, LCIF
Coordinator, 34-C

Lions serving and giving across Alabama
During this holiday season, Camp Seale Harris is so
thankful for Alabama Lions and their service to kids with
diabetes. Clubs both big and small from across the state
sponsored diabetic children to come to Camp Seale Harris,
served meals at camp, led activities at camp, served as
Board Directors, volunteered at the Diabetes Walk for

Camp Seale Harris, and let children with diabetes and
families know Lions care.
River Region Lions Clubs including Prattville,
Montgomery, Wetumpka, and Pike Road clubs sponsor
hosted the annual Camp Seale Harris Fall Family Day
Camp in Wetumpka, AL on October 27. More than 50
attending children with diabetes and their family members
enjoyed archery, canoeing, a ropes course, diabetes learning, and support on a beautiful October day!

Lion Brock Nolin, Tallassee Lions
and Lion Rhonda McDavid, Camp Seale Harris

Lion volunteers from Wetumpka, Pike Road and
Prattville clubs with Lion John Latimer, Camp
Director.

A T1D family enjoying an activity.

Thank you to the following Lions Clubs for having the heart of a Lion!
Thanks to you 90 children
received Lions Club sponsorships for
2018 diabetes camps!
Mobile Lions Club –
Founding Partner supporting
Coastal Camp Seale Harris
Overnight Camp Sponsors
5 or more children
Montgomery Lions Club		
Auburn Lions Club		
Atmore Lions Club
Tallassee Lions Club
Overnight Camp Sponsors
3 Children
Gulf Shores Lions Club
Mobile - University Lions Club
Overnight Camp Sponsors
2 Children
Cullman Lions Club
Fort Payne Lions Club
Sylacauga Lions Club
Athens Lions Club
Enterprise Lions Club
Moulton Lions Club
Scottsboro Lions Club
Pike Road Lions Club
Wetumpka Lions Club
Overnight Camp Sponsors
1 Child
Cullman Community Lions Club
Blountsville Lions Club

Anniston Lions Club
Decatur Lions Club
Killen Lions Club		
Moody Lions Club
Northport Lions Club
Prattville Lions Club
Fairhope Lions Club
Opelika Lions Club
Saraland Lions Club
Centre Lions Club
Winfield Lions Club
Selma Lions Club
Elba Lions Club
Foley Lions Club
Eva Lions Club		

East Walker Lions Club
Eight Mile Lions Club
Northside Lions Club
York Lions Club
Geneva Lions Club
Daleville Lions Club
Greensboro Lions Club
Hayden Lions Club
Falkville Lions Club
West Homewood Lions Club
Andalusia Lions Club
Daphne Lions Club
Rainsville Lions Club
West End Lions Club
Semmes Lions Club

Day Camp and Partial
Scholarship Sponsors
Citronelle Lions Club
Rainbow City Lions Club
Ashford Lions Club
Carrollton Lions Club
Clanton Lions Club
Clayton Lions Club
Cullman Lioness Club
Double Springs Lions Club
Holly Pond Lions Club
Huntsville Pacesetter Lions Club
Thomasville Lions Club
Vestavia Hills Lions Club
Pelham Lions Club
Clanton Evening Lions Club
Weaver Lions Club
Headland Lions Club
Eufaula Lions Club		
New Hope Lions Club

Individual Lions Supporting Camp
Seale Harris kids, thank you:
John Ramage and Keith Ryland
from Auburn Lions, Ted Crona from
Scottsboro Lions, Phil Min from
Vestavia Lions, and Billy Edwards from
Opelika Lions!
How can your club support kids with
diabetes?
Contact:
• Lion Rhonda McDavid,
Executive Director, 205-222-2477
• Lion John Latimer, Camp and
Community Programs Director,
205-590-5027
• Lion Rhonda McDavid,
Executive Director
SDES-Camp Seale Harris
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I was recently invited to speak about Diabetes
Awareness at the Tallassee Lions Club meeting and thank
members for identifying and sponsoring 5 children to
go to Camp Seale Harris for the first time. Club member
Brock Nolin, Ph. D is the Federal Programs/Special Ed
Coordinator/Alternative Program Director for Tallassee
City Schools. With club support from their fundraising Dr.
Nolin was able to offer 5 children in Tallassee City Schools
a Camp Seale Harris Tallassee Lions sponsorship. Coming
for the first time to camp, one child said, “Camp was awesome! I never knew there were so many other boys just like
me with type 1 diabetes! I know how to give my own shot
now.” The Tallassee Lions Club is making a BIG difference
for children in their community!

Lion Cal Eastabrook, Wetumpka Lions
and Lion Rhonda McDavid

Wetumpka Lions recently invited me to their club
meeting to present Diabetes Awareness D-Chat. Members
learned about why children get diabetes (hint: it’s not
because they eat cake!) and the signs and symptoms of diabetes. Wetumpka Lions this year sponsored a teen to attend
summer camp and co-sponsored the River Regions Family
Day Camp in Wetumpka. Thank you Wetumpka Lions!

‘That one winning ticket’ was drawn on November 1 for the Alabama Lions High School Leadership Forum fundraiser, and the winner is Ms. Mary Patterson of Prattville, a Corrections Officer at the Autauga County Metro
Jail. Captain Larry Nixon of the Prattville Lions Club and Metro Jail Warden, sold the winning ticket. As you may
guess, Mary is a ‘BAMA’ fan and will be attending her first Alabama – Auburn game. Congratulations Mary, and
Thank You for your support! ALHSLF Chair George Head, Vice Chair Tracy Thompson, and Lion Larry present the
two game tickets to Mary.

November 8th, the Alexander City Lions Club held their 80th Anniversary
celebration at Willow Point Golf & Country Club at Lake Martin. Pictured
is Lion Clarence Abernathy and current president Lion Scott Davis, right.
A Lion of 55 years. Lion Abernathy shared highlights from the club’s 80
year history.

New members mean more ideas for service projects
Hello Lions of Alabama.
I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving weekend.
Our Lions year is now half over. We have had a good
year so far. In the Multiple District membership is up 33
as of this writing. That is good and thanks to all who have
brought in new members. New members mean more ideas
for service projects, more manpower to do the service
projects and more of our neighbors are being helped by
the Lions. New members also means new and bigger fund
raisers. This allows the clubs to have the funds available to
do the service projects. Looking at it like this, it is easy to
see that one will feed the other. We need the new members
to have new ideas on both fund raisers and service projects.
Both are vital parts of the Lions clubs.
Now with half the year behind us we need to focus on
the next six months. There are many events coming up in
the next 6 months. There are the District conventions coming up in February and March. Then there is the Multiple
District convention in May. I hope all of you are planning
to come and join us at Orange Beach May 3-5, 2019 for the
Multiple District (State) convention. The committee is
working very hard to make it a fun and memorable event.
I invite all to come and celebrate a great year with us in
Orange Beach.
We are now in the Christmas season. With everyone
rushing around to get the final preparations done for
Christmas, we as Lions know that family comes first. With
out our family to support what we do, we would not be
Lions. I only ask that we do not forget that there are those
who have no family or a place to call home. We must do
what we can to help those less fortunate than we are to have
a good Christmas season and I ask that all of us do what we
can. If that be donating food or money to a local homeless
shelter or if it is selecting an angel off a tree at a mall and
providing Christmas presents to needy children. It may not

seem like much to do but it can mean so much to those who
receive the assistance.
Also remember our troops that are deployed around
the world. A lot of them are away from family this holiday
season. I know that is very hard. I ask that you all keep
them in your thoughts and prayers during this season that
they remain safe.
Last month I talked about learning about service,
membership, and leadership. I talked about why these are
important. This month I would like to talk about the next
few months. As I stated at the beginning of my article the
Multiple District is at a plus 33 over the beginning of the
year for membership. This is a good start. Just to give you
the whole picture, at the beginning of the year we had a
membership of 2998. We have added 121 members and
have dropped 88 members. Our current member ship is
3031, this gives a balance of plus 33. This is all well and
good. But we need to start a few new clubs. There are many
communities that are not served by Lions. Please be looking at these communities and talking to residents there to
see how Lions can help in that area. If we all pull together
then new clubs can be formed and provide assistance to
communities that currently need it but do not have it available.
There are also several clubs in the Multiple District
that need to report the club officers to International. This
should be done so that the Multiple District will get the correct numbers and credit for all the Lions in the state. There
are also more clubs that need to record with International
their service projects. This is so the clubs and Districts get
credit for the amount of manhours that are put in on service
projects. If your club secretary is not sure how to do this,
please contact your District Secretary or Governor. They
will be more than happy to help you out.
Let us all work toward making Lions in Alabama a
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greater organization. We can do this by service projects
and gaining membership. Part of gaining in membership
is starting new clubs. If all of us will work together toward
these goals we can have tremendous growth.
With this said, I wish all Lions and their families a very
Merry Christmas. May you all have a blessed new year!
Mark Stevens
Council Chair MD 34

attention
all lions
clubs

Registration forms can be
found on the state website
at Alabama Lions
lionsmd34.org then click
on for members.

