
Vision Screening, 
Hunger -Grant First 
Baptist Church 
packing food, 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l - 
Work day Lions 
Outdoor Classroom 
and Wish List 
donations- UAB 
Children Cancer 
Center.  We also had 
many Lions bring in 
recycle glasses to be 
delivered to the Eye 
glass recycle center.   
After a great day of 
service, we spent the 
afternoon hearing reports on our state projects 
telling us upcoming events.  There was also an 
opportunity to be Certified as a Guiding Lion 
by PDG Daryl McDaniel and PDG Don Kessler, 
we had 6 lions that attended the class, way to go!   
After a first great day Lions enjoyed a wonderful 
Fish Fry at the beach pavilion with the country 
band “Country Case” they were amazing!  We 
then had some fun with our “posse” as they rode 
their stick ponies around the pavilion trying to 
round up Lions, even Lion Donna Townsend 
got into the fun by riding her “special pony” aka 
Unicorn through the group of Lions. What a great 
time of friendship and fellowship.  Special thank 
you to the Guntersville Lions for the wonderful 
homemade Ice Cream it was delicious.

And yes, we did conduct Lions business- 
Saturday we started the day with the PDG 
Organization Breakfast where PCC Ron Seybold 
was presented with the Henry Sweet Award.  
Given to a past governor for their willingness 
to guide and help the district governors, Way 
to go PCC Ron!   We opened the meeting with a 
percussion of the Centennial Torch and parade 
of club banners, what a sight.  Alabama Lions 
Sight President PDG Barry Elliot and Dr. Kent 
Daum gave an excellent report on the great 
work that is being done in the state.  PDG 
Barry then recognized PDG Durden Dean for 
his work he has done for Alabama Lions Sight.  
Vice President Townsend spoke to the Lions 
on “Identifying and Developing Leaders”.  We 
were give some very important information and 
very encouraging words to hear we are working 
towards a goal and if we all work together we 
can achieve that goal.  Had many Centennial 
Moments with Lions winning prizes, purchasing 
Lions pins, opportunities to purchase a chance 
to win $500 and make a donation to LCIF.  There 
was also an opportunity to make a financial 
contribution to support ALOYF.  This year our 
lunch was designated to honor Melvin Jones 
Fellows, VP Townsend presented  3 Lions that 

received a Melvin Jones, they were all from the 
Athens Lions Club, JT Collins, Stanley Britton, 
Jack Skipper. There was one Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellow Blue Sapphire that was presented 
to IPID Jerome Thompson.

We finish off the day with our District 
Governor’s Banquet with some very important 
Lions being recognized and receiving the 
International President’s Medal (second highest 
award): Johnny Tuten and Craigger Brown, for 
the state Legacy project they worked on for the 
Helen Keller & Ann Sullivan statue that now sets 
at Ivy Green.  The Aubrey D Green Humanitarian 
Award was presented by PIP Frank Moore and VP 
Haynes Townsend to a most deserving nominee, 
Jimmy Wright of Opelika.  He was accompanied 
by his wife and daughter.  PIP Frank Moore 
pointed out some of the many awards that Mr. 
Wright has received for his work to revitalized 
two of the city’s poorest neighborhoods, Mr. 
Wright is the owner of Wright’s Market in 
Opelika.  It has been his personal mission to find 
ways to improve the quality of life for the people 
in these communities. Wright’s Market is part 
of the pilot program through the United States 
Department of Agriculture to test accepting 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits online.  “Our mission is nourishing 
families and strengthening communities” Jimmy 
said. “That’s what I try to achieve every day”.  

Our District Governors Elect were presented 
their “official” Blue Blazers; we welcome and 
congratulate PDG Barry Elliot, who the DGE’s 
elected to serve as Council Chair for the 
upcoming Lions year.

Next up is our continuing celebration in 
Las Vegas, Nevada at the beautiful MGM Grand.  
June 29th – July 3rd, 2018.  This year’s celebration 
will be Lions across the world moving forward to 
make a difference in the next 100 years.  Thank 
you, Lions of Alabama, for allowing me to take 
this journey with you and serve you as Council 
Chair this year.  It has been an honor and great 
experience!

 CC Dora Hartsock
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Dora Hartsock

Wow, what a year we have had as Lions 
moving into our next 100 years.

We had the honor to show off the great 
things that Lions are doing in Alabama to not 
only one Vice President but to two.  Our first 
visit came earlier this year in January when 2nd 
Vice President Choi from Korea was taken on a 
tour of our great state and had the chance to visit 
Ivy Green.  The second visit came at our state 
convention this year, when 3rd Vice President 
Townsend from Georgia came to our MD state 
convention.

Our 95th Annual Multi-District State 
convention was held this year at the beautiful 
Lake Guntersville State Park and Lodge, April 
26-29, 2018. Where more than 130 Lions from 
around the state gathered to celebrate and have 
a little fun.  

Our Convention Committee worked 
very hard this year to make this a successful 
convention, I believe they did an amazing job!  A 
HUGE THANK YOU goes to Convention Chair 
Lion Larry Bagley and those members of the 
committee who gave of their time to insure we 
all had a great time.  Also, a big thank you to the 
Guntersville Lions and Scottsboro Lions for all 
they did to make this convention a huge success. 
Your support is appreciated.  PCC Ron Seybold, 
our Centennial Coordinator again delivered 
an action-packed moments to continue the 
celebration as we moved into our 101st Lion 
year.  Thank you for keeping it fun and upbeat.  
Lion Ron made it happen again this year with 
the official Centennial Torch for our convention, 
it was again a moving moment.  Well done, Lion 
Ron!

Our guest 3rd Vice President Judge Hayes 
Townsend and Lion Donna arrived Thursday 
morning after driving from Dalton, GA and was 
greeted by the Council and other Lions.  

VP Hayes and Donna both stated how much 
they enjoyed the ride over and what a beautiful 
place to have a convention.  They enjoyed 
attending a service project on Friday morning 
at the Guntersville Senior Center where PDG 
Durden Dean and other Lions were doing eye & 
diabetes screenings.   Other service projects that 
were available were; Cherokee Middle School 

Lions Celebrate the Next 100 years!

From left, DGE Linda Starr, DGE Mark 
Aldridge and DGE Andy Marshall.
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visions
ALS Executive Director’s Report

Dr. 
Peter 
Daniel

3rd Year 
Resident

Meet our 
Doctors

Each month the Lions Club 
will introduce a doctor.

Patients seen in 
the Lions eye CLiniC

• 5,333 patients seen 
year-to-date

• 407 were in the  
month of April

Durden 
Dean

“It’s not the years in your life that count; 
it’s the life in your years.” 

— Abraham Lincoln

In the 2017-18 Lion year the Alabama 
Lions Eye Clinic at the UAB Callahan Eye 
Foundation Hospital in Birmingham served 
the eye care needs of over 7,400 poor and 
indigent patients from throughout Ala-
bama. 

In addition to the surgeries and 
advanced eye care, we have performed over 
13,000 eye screenings for children and 4,000 
adults throughout Alabama over the last 
12 months. Our new Mobile Eye Clinic has 
served over 3,200 patients with comprehen-
sive eye exams, glasses and transportation 
to Callahan for eye surgeries and advanced 
eye care

In 1924 Helen Keller challenged Lions 
to be “Knights of the Blind” and admon-
ished us to work together to accomplish 
great things in her now famous saying 
“Alone we can do so little, together we can 
do so much”.

As we come to the end of the Lions year 
on June 30, I appeal to you and your fellow 
club members to support the great work we 
do on behalf of the Lions of Alabama at Ala-
bama Lions Sight and the Lions Eye Clinic 
by making a yearend contribution. 

Alabama Lions Sight has revived the 
“Founders Award” plaque where-by your 

Lions Club or individual will be presented a 
beautiful plaque and their name posted on 
the “Wall of Honor” at Callahan Eye Hospi-
tal for a contribution of $500.00 or more to 
Alabama Lions Sight. We have inaugurated 
a new, club / individual recognition award 
called the “Helen Keller Legacy Award” 
with a beautiful plaque for the Lions Club 
or individual that contributes $1,000.00 or 
more to Alabama Lions Sight. The Lions 
Club or individual will also be recognized 
on the “Wall of Honor” at Callahan.  

Alabama Lions Sight is “Your” orga-
nization and it is through your financial 
support, volunteer support and prayers that 
we are able to fulfill the Lions motto and 
mission that “We Serve”

It is our sincere hope to have 100% par-
ticipation from Lions Clubs throughout Ala-
bama in financially supporting the mission 
of Alabama Lions Sight. No contribution is 
too small in serving the eye care needs of 
the poor and indigent in Alabama!

For those of you that have already con-

tributed to Alabama Lions Sight this year, 
THANK YOU! For those clubs that have not 
yet contributed, please give prayerful con-
sideration to our plea.

As Abraham Lincoln said in his famous 
quote, it’s not how long you live, but what 
you do with the years that you are blessed 
with that count! Lions have a servant’s 
heart; make the most of every minute, hour, 
day, week and year! 

Yours in Service,
Lion Durden
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District 34-A
In and Around the District

on the road 
again ...

DG 
Mark 

Stevens

Hello Lions of 34 A

This is the last article that 
I have.  I want to let everyone 
know I am honored that you 
allowed me to serve as gover-
nor this last year.  It has been a 
busy year that has gone by faster 
than I thought would have been 
possible.  There are only a few 
weeks left, then I hand the reins 
of leadership over to DGE Linda.  
Please support her and her staff 
as well as you all have done for 
me.  

Over the last 11 months 
there have been 4 LEO clubs 
started in the District.  That is 
great.  The LEO’s provide experi-
ence in Leadership and Service 
that is unparalleled.  Showing 
these young men and women 
these skills will give them a step 
up on others that have not had 
this experience. 

     There have been a few 
clubs that have stepped out-
side of their club and helped 
out with District and Multiple 
District events.  That is a great 
thing.  I have heard several of 
the members that have helped 
out with events say that they had 
a great deal of fun.  Also that 
they wished they had done this 
before.

As far as membership goes, 
we are not too bad.  As of May 
11th we are at a -21.  That is 
not good but it is not terrible.  
If everyone could bring in one 
new member before the end of 
June we would end the year on a 
great note.  Please do your best 
and let’s see how much better 
we can do.  I have been work-
ing on starting new clubs in the 
area but have not had much luck 
with that.  I will continue to work 
toward this goal and will try to 
start a new club in the district.  

LCIF contributions have 
been great this year.  Last year 
District A donated   $19,336.  This 
year as of May 11, 2018 District A 
donated $27,820.  This amount 
is from only 14 out of 45 clubs in 
the District.  For the number of 
clubs that donated this is a great 
accomplishment.  For all the 
clubs that have not sent in their 
contributions to LCIF please do 
so before the need of the year.  
It is funds that are needed and 
help so many people in so many 
ways.

Please keep serving your 
communities the way you have 

and are so good at.  The need 
is great, but Lions are up to the 
challenge of meeting the needs.  
Continue in the effort of recruit-
ing new members.  That is what 
is going to keep Lions going in 
this new century.

 Thank you all for allowing 
me to serve as district Governor 
for this last year.  I hope that 
I have made a difference and 
helped the Lions.  With that said, 
I thank all of you for the efforts 
you have made.  Without that 
effort the last year would not 
have gone like it did.    I have 
enjoyed being the first Governor 
in the second century of ser-
vice for the Lions Clubs Inter-
national.  

Thank you again for allow-
ing me to serve and doing so 
much to help make this year a 
good one.

Mark Stevens
District Governor 34 A

Ringing Our Bell  

Thank you to all the clubs 
that I visited this past year.  
Thanks for the warm welcome 
and hospitality shown to Lion 
Lanny and I as we visited with 
you and your club.  We have had 
a great year and look forward to 
an even better year, 2018-2019. 

I am looking forward to the 
new year as your District Gover-
nor 2018-19.  WE SERVE!  Lions 
are already excited about the 
new century of serving as Lions 
do in their local communities 
and in their districts through the 
state.  

NOTICE:  DGE Linda Starr 
will be calling on all Lions, PDGs, 
PCCs, and PIDs for assistance 
in accomplishing the goals that 
have been set for District 34A for 
2018-2019.  A brief preview of 
goals for 2018-19:

 • Ensure that all club leaders 
are trained in meeting manage-
ment and club administration. 

•Recognize Lions that are 
doing great work in their clubs, 
zones, regions, and district.

• Develop a plan to ensure 
Governor and Leadership Suc-
cession in our district through 
training and mentoring.

• Increase attendance at dis-
trict meetings.

• Increase membership in 
our district.

• Increase clubs in the dis-
trict by at least one new club.

• Increase female member-
ship in the district.

• Decrease controllable 
membership drops in the dis-
trict.

• Increase club service proj-
ects reporting by providing train-
ing club leaders.

• Train clubs to use public 
awareness and media resources 
to bring an awareness of Lionism 
to all people.

• Encourage Lions and clubs 
to promote service by giving to 
LCIF and AL Lions Sight.

So, please come along with 
me, 2018-19 and let’s have some 
fun as “WE SERVE”, the Power of 
“WE”!!

Lion Linda A. Starr, 
34A

Lions Larry Bagley, Robert Moxley and Richard Buckelew from the Guntersville Lions Club are decked out for 
Friday Night Fun Night!

Lion Howard Rew (Athens Lions Club) and Lion Mechele Mosley (Scotts-
boro Lions Club) members of the State Convention committee planning 
their busy day. “Thanks for all your hard work”!

DGE Linda Starr and DG Mark Stevens
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District 34-B
In and Around the District

DG Pedro 
M. Pino 

Sr.

It has been my pleasure to have 
Served as your district governor for 
2017-2018. 

As I begin to write this last 
Lions newsletter, I need to take 
time to THANK every one of you 
that stepped up and volunteered to 
SERVE as part of our 34-B cabinet.

However, it is not over yet in 
our district. We need to continue to 
Serve our communities and grow 
our membership. I would like to 
encourage you to add a new service 
project to your club schedule, 
thus becoming more visible to 

your community. I believe that 
SERVICE will lead us, District 
34-B, to membership growth in 
the upcoming Lions year. Please be 
ready to step up to help and SERVE 
your new DG Team as we enter our 
102nd year of SERVICE. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Alabama Lions High School 

Leadership Forum
June 15-17, 2018 

@ Troy University – 
Troy, Alabama

Lions 101st Annual 
International Convention 

June 29 – July 3, 2018
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA - MGM 

Grand

MD 34 Alabama Lions 
Leadership Forum

August 11, 2018 @ Faulkner 
University – Montgomery, 

Alabama
Yours in lionism, 

DG Pedro M. Pino Sr. 



I want to thank all the Lions 
of District 34C for your outstand-
ing service to your communities. 
It has been a privilege to meet so 
many great Lions at club meet-
ings, service projects and dis-
trict events. As I’ve said so many 
times, whether your club is large 
or small, new or old, I have been 
impressed with the commitment 
and enthusiasm to serve commu-
nities. Thank you to the Lions who 
stepped up to support Lions at the 
district level – Vice District Gov-
ernors, GLT, GMT, Cabinet Sec-
retary/Treasurer, zone chairs and 
committee chairs!

As we close out the year, 
please review the easy one page 
list of criteria for your deserving 
club to obtain a Club Excellence 
Award for your club banner. The 
Club Excellence Award process is 
proof that your club is strong! The 
form is posted on the district web-
site www.alabamalions34C.org.
Clubs must complete and submit 
the form to me by July 15. Please 
have a look at the easy one page 
submission. You still have until 
June 30 to complete any of the 
requirements. Make the submis-
sion of this award an annual goal 
for your club.

Membership – Goal is +2 
members for every club by June 30

Congratulations to the follow-
ing clubs for attaining a net gain in 
membership as of April 30:

Ashford, Butler, Clayton, 
Enterprise, Flomaton, Foley, 

Geneva, Grove Hill, Orange Beach, 
Saraland, Thomasville 

Please continue to grow your 
club! The more members the more 
service to your community. See 
the LCI Membership Incentive on 
our website www.alabamalion-
s34C.org – you could win $750!

Welcome to our newest club 
and new Lions – Semmes Lions 
Club! The club was chartered on 
April 19 with 39 members.

Thank you for a great year! 
God Bless!

WE SERVE!
DG Claudia
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District 34-c
In and Around the District

DG 
Claudia

Wigglesworth

Sitting from left, are 2VDG elect Dr. Alexandra Conniff and Lion Jeanne 
Dugger; standing from left, are GMT-MD Ron Mitchell, DG Claudia 
Wigglesworth, Lion Roger Mixson, Katherine Pinegar and Lion Jeff Pinegar.

From left, are Lions Ruth Rhodes, Lion Gwen James, Lion Charlie Wigglesworth, DG Claudia Wigglesworth, 3rd 
International VP Judge Haynes Townsend, Lion Donna Townsend, Zone Chair Mary Turner, Lion Samuel Tartt and 
1VDG elect Yvonne Burroughs.

 Semmes Lions Club, Julie Henson, President;
and PID Jerome Thompson

Wild West - DG Claudia Wigglesworth, 1VDG (elect) Yvonne Burroughs, 
DGE Andy Marshall.

Thomasville, York and Dixie Lions Clubs: 
Lasting projects to shine the light 

on Lions Clubs’ commitment to community.
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AWARDS

The Aubrey D. Green Humanitarian Award went to Jimmy Wright of Opelika. Nominated by 
the Opelika Lions Club for his compassion for the less fortunate in his community. Mr. Wright 
has been recognized by the local Chamber of Commerce with the “Spirit of Opelika Award”, 
he has received the United States Chamber of Commerce Community Excellence Award, he 
is taking part in a pilot program through the United States Department of Agriculture to 
test Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits online and partnering with the 
Lee-Russell Council of Governments Area Agency on Aging hoping to end food and medical 
insecurities for the elderly Opelika residents. Mr. Wright is the owner of Wright’s Market in 
Opelika. We congratulate Mr. Wright on his service to his community and for showing what 
“WE SERVE” means. Pictured, below, from left, are Susan Wright, Jimmy Wright and Emily 
Wright.

Lion 
JT 

Collins

Lion 
Stanley 
Britton

Lion 
Jack 

Skipper

Melvin Jones Fellows honored: Three Melvin Jones Fellows were honored at a special 
luncheon held on Saturday, April 28th. International 3rd VP Judge Haynes Townsend 
presented Lions JT Collins, Stanley Britton and Jack Skipper all from the Athens Lions Club 
with a plaque with friends and family in attendance.

Pictured, below, IPID Jerome Thompson received the Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow Blue 
Sapphire
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AWARDS

Picture, below, from left, are PID Lowell Bonds, IPID Jerome Thompson, Lion Craigger Browne 
and International 3rd VP Judge Hayens Townsend.

Pictured, below, at right, International President’s Metal was awarded to Lion Brenda Elliot,  
for her tireless energy and dedication for serving on the State Convention and serving as 
Chairperson for the International Convention committees. Lion Brenda always makes the 
Lions of Alabama MD 34 shine.

PDG Johnny Tuten and Lion Craigger Brown were awarded the International President’s Metal 
(this is the second highest award) for their work on the state legacy project “The Warmth 
of Enlightenment” - A Tribute to Helen Keller and Teacher Anne Sullivan. PDG Johnny Tuten 
of the Tuscumbia Lions Club worked diligently to complete the project. Sculpted by Lion 
Craigger Browne of the Sylacauga Lions Club. The statue now sits at Ivy Green.

 International 3rd VP Judge Haynes Townsend and PDG Johnny Tuten

The PDG Organization presented the Henry Sweet Award to PCC Ron Seybold. This award 
is given to a past governor for their willingness to guide and help the district governors. 
Presenting the award is IPCC George Head President of the PDG Organization. Pictured, 
below, from left, are IPCC George Head and PCC Ron Seybold.
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save 
the date

UPdate!

Save the date and 
mark your calendar now 
to attend the 2018 State 
Lions Leadership Con-
ference.  August 11, 2018 
at Faulkner University in 
Montgomery, AL. 

It promises to be a 
fun but important semi-
nar. Planning is already in 
progress to insure its suc-
cess!

Watch for more infor-
mation soon on Face-
book, District websites, 
newsletters, Convention 
announcements, etc.

Bubba Bingham
Vice Chair Leadership 

Conference Committee 
2nd VDG, 34-B 
(334) 303-7110 

  “WE SERVE”

I have completed 
contribution forms and 
mailed to LCIF along with 
checks totaling $4,785 as a 
result of our MD-34 fund-
raiser effort for this Lions 
year. At our MD Conven-
tion banquet Lion Donna 
Townsend drew the win-
ning ticket, which was the 
Prattville Lions Club. Club 
President Jessica plans to 
present the $500 to the 
club Board of Directors.

 Thank you all for your 
assistance in making this 
a successful effort!  

 PCC George

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2018 MD-34 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE                               
FAULKNER UNIVERSITY 

Harris-Parker Building 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, Alabama 36109 
August 11, 2018 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

	  
Name____________________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________ 
Phone______________________E-mail________________________________________ 
Lions Club__________________________________ Position_______________________ 

Registration Fee- $30.00 

If both President and Secretary from the same club attend, one of the registrations will be free. 
Offer available to the first 30 Presidents and Secretaries to register. 

Register below, if both officers are attending: 
 

 
Name_______________________________ 
 
Address______________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________ 
 
E-mail______________________________ 
 
Lions Club___________________________  
 
Position   President 

 
Name________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________ 
 
Phone______________________ 
 
E-mail_______________________________ 
 
Lions Club____________________________  
 
Position   Secretary 
 

(Registration includes morning snacks, lunch, and all seminars and handouts) 

Hotel	  Accommodations:	  
Drury Inn & Suites Montgomery 

1124 Eastern Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36117-1942 

Telephone: (334) 273-1101 
Reservations:1-800-325-0720 

www.druryhotels.com	  
	  

Group number - 2336403 
Nonsmoking rooms-Single and Double rate-$95.00, 

Triple rate-$105.00, Quad Rate-$115.00 
Reservations	  by	  attendees	  must	  be	  received	  on	  or	  

before	  Tuesday,	  July	  17,	  2018. 

Make checks payable to: 
MD 34 Leadership Conference 

 
Mail to: 

CST Roger Mixon 
102 Lakeview Lane 

Headland, AL 36345 

	  

	  

	  


