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Birmingham, AL 35233 Christmas Morning in Indiana
The angels hung out at Big Wheel Truck Stop
In September 1960, I woke up one 

morning with six hungry babies and 
just 75 cents in my pocket. Their 
father was gone.

The boys ranged from three months to 
seven years; their sister was two.

Their Dad had never been much more 
than a presence they feared. Whenever they 
heard his tires crunch on the gravel driveway 
they would scramble to hide under their beds. 
He did manage to leave $15 a week to buy 
groceries. Now that he had decided to leave, 
there would be no more beatings, but no food 
either.

If there was a welfare system in effect in 
southern Indiana at that time, I certainly knew 
nothing about it.

I scrubbed the kids until they looked brand 
new and then put on my best homemade dress, 
loaded them into the rusty old 51 Chevy and 
drove off to find a job. The seven of us went to 
every factory, store and restaurant in our small 
town. No luck.

The kids stayed crammed into the car and 
tried to be quiet while I tried to convince who 
ever would listen that I was willing to learn or 
do anything. I had to have a job. Still no luck. 
The last place we went to, just a few miles out of 
town, was an old Root Beer Barrel drive-in that 
had been converted to a truck stop. It was called 
the Big Wheel. An old lady named Granny 
owned the place and she peeked out of the 
window from time to time at all those kids. She 
needed someone on the graveyard shift, eleven 
at night until seven in the morning. She paid 65 
cents an hour, and I could start that night.

I raced home and called the teenager 
down the street that baby-sat for people. I 
bargained with her to come and sleep on my 
sofa for a dollar a night. She could arrive with 
her pajamas on and the kids would already be 
asleep. This seemed like a good arrangement to 
her, so we made a deal.

That night when the little ones and I knelt 

to say our prayers, we all thanked God for 
finding Mommy a job. And so I started at the 
Big Wheel. When I got home in the mornings, 
I woke the baby-sitter up and sent her home 
with one dollar of my tip money-- fully half of 
what I averaged every night.

As the weeks went by, heating bills added 
a strain to my meager wage. The tires on 
the old Chevy had the consistency of penny 
balloons and began to leak. I had to fill them 
with air on the way to work and again every 
morning before I could go home. One bleak 
fall morning, I dragged myself to the car to go 
home and found four tires in the back seat. 
New tires! There was no note, no nothing, just 
those beautiful brand new tires. Had angels 
taken up residence in Indiana? I wondered.

I made a deal with the local service 
station. In exchange for his mounting the new 
tires, I would clean up his office. I remember 
it took me a lot longer to scrub his floor than it 
did for him to do the tires.

I was now working six nights instead of 
five and it still wasn’t enough. Christmas was 
coming and I knew there would be no money 
for toys for the kids. I found a can of red paint 
and started repairing and painting some old 
toys. Then I hid them in the basement so 
there would be something for Santa to deliver 
on Christmas morning. Clothes were a worry 
too. I was sewing patches on top of patches on 
the boys pants and soon they would be too far 
gone to repair.

On Christmas Eve the usual customers 
were drinking coffee in the Big Wheel. There 

were the truckers, Les, Frank, and Jim, and a 
state trooper named Joe. A few musicians were 
hanging around after a gig at the Legion and 
were dropping nickels in the pinball machine. 
The regulars all just sat around and talked 
through the wee hours of the morning and 
then left to get home before the sun came up.

When it was time for me to go home 
at seven o’clock on Christmas morning, to 
my amazement, my old battered Chevy was 
filled full to the top with boxes of all shapes 
and sizes. I quickly opened the driver’s side 
door, crawled inside and kneeled in the front 
facing the back seat. Reaching back, I pulled 
off the lid of the top box. Inside was whole 
case of little blue jeans, sizes 2-10! I looked 
inside another box, it was full of shirts to go 
with the jeans. Then I peeked inside some of 
the other boxes. There was candy and nuts 
and bananas and bags of groceries. There was 
an enormous turkey for baking, and canned 
vegetables and potatoes. There was pudding 
and Jell-O and cookies, pie filling and flour. 
There was a whole bag of laundry supplies 
and cleaning items. And there were five toy 
trucks and one beautiful little doll. I could not 
believe my eye’s!

As I drove back through empty streets 
as the sun slowly rose on the most amazing 
Christmas Day of my life, I was sobbing with 
gratitude. And I will never forget the joy on the 
faces of my little ones that precious morning.

Yes, there were angels in Indiana that 
long-ago December morning. And they all 
hung out at the Big Wheel truck stop....
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ALS Executive Director’s Report

Dr. 
Bernard 

Dib 
2nd 
Year 

Resident

Meet our 
Doctors

Each month the Lions Club will 
introduce a doctor.

Patients 
seen 

in the 
Lions eye 

CLiniC
• 3,236 patients 
seen year-to-date

• 364 were in the 
month of October

Durden 
Dean

FAMILY DAY
On Saturday, October 28th over 50 children and family members gathered for the River Region Lions Diabetic 
Fun Camp at Camp Chandler in Wetumpka, AL. The annual camp is sponsored by the 7 River Region Lions Clubs 
in and around Montgomery, On hand to help in addition to Lion John Latimer and his staff of volunteers from 
Southeastern Diabetes were Lions Roy Browder from the Montgomery Dixie Lions Club and PDG Durden Dean 
from the Montgomery Lions Club. A great time was had by all!

Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, 
in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

Philippians 2:3

As we enter this Holiday sea-
son I thought it appropriate for 
my monthly inspirational quote 
to come from the Bible. By the 
time you read this you will have 
already celebrated Thanksgiving 
with family and loved ones. Our 
next holiday is Christmas, cele-
brating the birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! We will finish 
up the holidays celebrating the 
beginning of a new year.

It is the time of year to reflect 
back on all that has happened in 
our lives over the last 12 months. 
There have been joyous times, the 
miracle of birth, the wedding of a 
child  and sad times such as the 
passing of a loved one that we 
can be comforted in knowing they 
have gone on to a place of eternal 
joy and peace.

We as Lions are truly blessed 
to live in the greatest country in 
the world where we are allowed to 
serve our fellow man unencum-
bered by any person or law. Our 
freedom has allowed Alabama 
Lions to serve over 5,000 patients 
through the Alabama Lions Eye 
Clinic at Callahan Hospital over 

the last 12 months. Through the 
support of Lions throughout Ala-
bama we have screened over 
12,000 children and over 3,000 
adults through 59 eye screenings 
at schools, churches, children’s 
diabetic camps, Girl Scout camps, 
Boys and Girls Clubs, Homeless 
Coalition programs, Alabama 
Industries for the Deaf & Blind 
programs, and much, much more.    

From the bottom of my heart 
I want to thank each and every 
Lion in Alabama that has helped 
us serve the poor through your 
generous donations and volunteer 
services.

Lions of Alabama truly live 
up to this month’s inspirational 
quote from the Bible, “we value 
others above ourselves” through 
our service to those most in need 
in our communities and through-
out Alabama.

This Holiday Season, please 
consider making a personal tax 
deductable donation to your Ala-
bama Lions Sight Conservation 
Association or a donation as a 
club, company or organization so 
that we can continue to serve “the 
least of these” in Alabama! 

From all of us at Alabama 
Lions Sight, we wish you and your 
loved ones a happy and blessed 
Holiday Season!

Yours in Service,                                                                                                                 
Lion Durden   

Thank you!

Alabama Lions Sight is reviv-
ing the “Founders Award” plaque 

Of special note to all Lions!
where-by your Lions Club or indi-
vidual will be presented a beautiful 
plaque and their name posted on 
the “Wall of Honor” at Callahan 
Eye Hospital for a contribution of 
$500.00 or more to Alabama Lions 
Sight. 

We are inaugurating a new, 
club/individual recognition award 
called the “Helen Keller Legacy 
Award” with a beautiful plaque for 
the Lions Club or individual that 
contributes $1,000.00 or more to 
Alabama Lions Sight. 

The Lions Club or individu-

al will also be recognized on the 
“Wall of Honor” at Callahan.  
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District 34-A
In and Around the District

on the road again ...

DG 
Mark 

Stevens

WOW, this year is going so fast.  It is 
already December.  I hope everyone had a 
good Thanksgiving.  I know everyone is get-
ting ready for Christmas.  The year so far is 
going well.  There have been some hiccups 
and problems but they are being or have been 
resolved.  

The Vice Governors and I are continu-
ing to visit clubs, if one of us has not been to 
your club yet please reach out to one of us 
and we will be there.  I continue to ask for 
your help with membership and retention. 
These are two areas that always needs to be 
worked on.  We need the new members and 
younger members so that we can continue to 
serve in to the next century.  We also need the 
new ideas for growth and service that they 
will have.  

So far, this year District A has done a 
good job with donations to Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation.  Since July there has 
been $18,200 donated to LCIF.  That is good.  
Now I challenge each Lion and or Lions Club 
in the District to donate $15 for each member 
to LCIF.  I know this has been said before, we 
have gotten back more money form LCIF 
than we have given.  Let’s try to help out a little 
more.  There have been several disasters this 
year that LCIF has helped with.  This money is 
needed to help with the next disaster and the 
one after that and so on.  Without the dona-
tions LCIF would not be able to do what they 
do to help so many around the world.  

Enough of that talk.  Let me talk about 
things to come.  Starting in January, I am 
going to be asking a lot out of my team.  I am 
working on planning for a new club in the 
Hazel Green area.  I need help identifying 

another area or town that would like a Lions 
Club to help them out.  My goals are to start 
2 clubs in the district.  Now if you have more 
than that please get them going also.  The 
more the merrier.   I am also stating to plan 
the district convention. I want to work with 
the clubs that want me to help them build 
membership.  I have several irons that are 
going in the fire.  I hope that I can count on all 
of you to help me with these things.  I cannot 
do them by myself.  Like I have said, I cannot 
do it all.  It is the power of WE.  We can do it 
if everyone will help.  Please consider helping 
as you can.  

There is 7 months to go this year.  I am 
asking for your help to make this a great year 
for District A.  this is the first year of the new 
century. Help me get the century started in a 
big way so that we can continue to grow and 
help our communities for years and years to 
come.  We have a great start on membership.  
We have 25 new members since July.  11 in 
the last month.  That is great, let’s keep up the 
momentum.  Remember I have asked each 
club to be a plus 1 for the year.  That does not 
mean that is all you can get.  Get all the new 
members that you can.  

We have a great start for the year and 
century.  We need to keep things going the 
way they are and show the world that Ala-
bama is the place to be a Lion.

Thank you to all of you for what you are 
doing to assist me in meeting the goals I have 
set.  I could not do it without you and your 
help.  Thank you.

Merry Christmas to all of and may God 
bless us all.

Mark Stevens DG 34 A

Dr. Roger Smalligan 
and four medical students 
from the UAB Huntsville 
Regional Campus reported 
on their recent medical mis-

sion trip to Peru which also 
included a visit to Machu 
Pucchu.  

They provided medi-
cines and exams as well as 

providing reading glasses 
and sunglasses for the local 
Peruvian population in a 
mountain area with an ele-
vation of about 9,000 feet. 

Hayden Lions Club Annual Breakfast - A Hugh Success
Pictured, from left, back row Lions Charles Wisdom, Nelda Cunningham, Paul Cunningham, 
Elzie Faulkner, Carter Brand, Jeannie Sosbee and Doug Reid. Front row: Debra Chaviers, 2017 
Mrs. Alabama Courtney Grill, President Tim Sosbee, Joan Lineberry and Gloria Reid.

Thank you Brilliant, Gadsden, Rain-
bow City, and Hokes Bluff Lions for allow-
ing me to come visit your club.  Thanks for 
the warm welcome and hospitality as Lion 
Lanny and I visited with you and your club.  
We have had a great start for this new year 
with Lions from 34-A.

WELCOME NEW LIONS!
Lions, you asked and they said “YES”!  

Let’s Welcome these Lions to our District 
and Lions Club International.  They were 
initiated in October 2017.
Brilliant Lions Dan Treas
  (sponsor Ann Seaborn)
 Diane Brown   
 (sponsor Sarah Soars)
Hokes Bluff Lions  Wayne Oliver 
 (sponsor Don Jarrells)

As we cruise across the district, we will 
share with you what’s going on in our dis-
trict and state.  I will touch briefly on mem-
bership, leadership, service projects, LCIF, 
and Alabama Lions Sight.  If you would 
like for me to initiate new members, please 
let me know and I will gladly initiate them 
into our great organization.  Lions, did you 
know that busy and friendly clubs attract 
new members?

Lions, we are all on the same team.  
Our District officers are here for you and to 
help you.  Use us, don’t hesitate to call on 
us.  We will gladly attend any function you 
have, just give us enough notice.  If you are 
experiencing problems in your club, call 

one of us and we will help you figure out a 
solution.  Remember we are all volunteers 
just like yourself and have held various 
positions on the club level, and now we are 
here to help you.

I highly recommend for all Lions to 
get out of your comfort zone and see what 
is beyond your club’s boundaries.  Step up 
to the plate to serve in positions on the 
district level.  I promise you will not be dis-
appointed.  I am looking for Lions just like 
you.  Be on the lookout for committee and 
descriptions of each, coming soon.

 In November, I have these clubs sched-
uled: Oneonta Lions (Nov. 14); Blountsville 
Lions (Nov. 14); and Winfield Lions (Nov. 
20).  Calling for these clubs: Holly Pond 
Lions (Nov. 27), Dodge City Lions (Dec. 
12), Gadsden Alabama City Lions (???), and 
Rainsville Lions (Nov. 28).   

Please Lions, if you have Lions that are 
sick/shut in or that pass away, send names 
to me via email: lstarr@tds.net.  If you have 
exciting news like: new addition to the fami-
ly, high school/college graduates, awards to 
Lions that are not Lions awards, etc., please 
let me know so that we can send out to let 
other Lions know what is going on with 
other Lions as “Lions Happenings”.  This 
way, other Lions can reach out and speed 
up their recovery, if ill or sick.  They may 
want to send a card, email of thoughtfulness 
or give them a phone call. This is something 
new that we would like to do.   Just email it 
to me and we will share it with other Lions.

See you soon!

Dr. Hardin Coleman and students Caitlyn Crocker, Lora Hass, Hanna Allen, and Will Coleman 
sorted, washed and packaged the reading glasses and sunglasses taken on the mission to trip 
to Peru.

 Medical Mission Trip to Peru

with 1st Vice District Governor, Ringing Our Bell 
 Lion Linda A. Starr, 34A



Hello, fellow Lions. It is hard to 
believe that I am entering my sixth 
month as your District Governor. It 
has been a pleasure to visit the many 
clubs in district 34-B. Some are old 
acquaintances, and some are new 
friends. However, together we have a 
strong bond that unites us in service 
to our fellow man.

The Christmas Season is upon us 
and I would like to remind all clubs to 
report their activities by using MyLCI. 
It is the season for giving and serving 
your community, opportunities are 
plentiful this time of year. 

We Serve by….
• Partnering with the 

Salvation Army to “Ring the 
Bell”.

• Conduct a Food Drive to 
help your local food pantry.

• Sponsor a shopping trip for 
needy children.

• Volunteer to serve meals to 
the homeless

• Donate to LCIF for measles 
or catastrophe relief.

Where there is a need, 
there SHOULD be a Lion!
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District 34-B
In and Around the District

DG 
Pedro M. 
Pino Sr.

Visit to Huguley Lions Club

I encourage each of us to 
ASK your family members, friends 
and co-workers to join our great 
organization of Lions Clubs 
International.

Help our veterans reconnect 
with their community by inviting 
them to serve with your club 
today!

Veterans have made so many 
contributions and sacrificed so 
much to serve their countries. 
With many service members 
returning home from serving in 
the military, this is a good time to 
provide them with an opportunity 
to get involved. Veterans have a 
lot to offer, including practical and 
leadership skills, a strong sense of 
dedication and commitment and 
they know what it means to be 
part of a team.

Ask now! The Veteran 
Program runs through June 30, 
2018. Join the 700 clubs that have 
already taken advantage of the 
program and given veterans the 
opportunity to continue serving, 
as a Lion.

Thank You, to your current 
and past members for your Service 
to your community.

• January 27, 2018 – Cabinet 
Meeting in Adamsville-Forestdale, 
AL.

• March 24, 2018 - District 
Convention in Sylacauga, AL.

Yours in lionism, 
DG Pedro M. Pino Sr. 

205-515-0494 (cell or text)
Email: pmpino44@yahoo.com

Cabinet meeting held on Oct 18, 2017 in Fayette

Leeds Lions Club celebrating their 70th Anniversary

DG Pedro presenting a 4 star Centennial Service Challenge 
Patch to the Adamsville/Forestdale Lions Club.

             Accepting the patch is Lion Mark Patton.



The best thing about being a District 
Governor is the opportunity to visit Lions 
Clubs and the communities they serve. 
The second best thing is to have the oppor-
tunity to gather Lions from around the dis-
trict for meetings and events. The District 
cabinet meeting on October 28 was great! 
Thirteen clubs were represented with 39 
Lions in attendance. We had an infor-
mation packed meeting with updates on 
diabetes, LCIF, membership and the use of 
technology as well as club officer training. 
The club officer training presentation will 
be posted on the District website (www.
alabamalions34c.org). The best part of the 
meeting was the hour spent allowing each 
club to share how they have been serving 
their community and tackling the chal-
lenge of membership growth. 

Here are the ABC’s of service and sup-
port in our District as highlighted at the 
cabinet meeting:
Adopt a Mile/Alabama Lions High School 
Leadership Forum (ALHSLF) support
Bell Ringers/Business cards distributed to 
prospective members
Christmas bags for senior citizens/Camp 
Seale Harris/Coastal Cleanup
Drugs Erase Dreams
Endless examples of “We Serve”
Festivals/Food back packs for children/
Fruit Sales
Guest speakers/Growing relationships/
Golf tournaments
High School All Star Baseball Game
Increase membership (GMT-D Andy Mar-
shall & GMT-MD Ron Mitchell)
Jackie Benson (Lion) technology update
Know about LCIF (PCC Glenn Elmore)
Lion benches placed at city hall/LEO clubs 
rock!
Make and sell Brunswick stew annually – 
community highlight
National Night Out sponsor and supporter
One hundred mile bicycle ride Boll Weevil 
100 – support to Wounded Veterans
Pigeon Race/Promote clubs
Quality club officer training (GLT-D Daryl 
McDaniel and 2VDG Yvonne Burroughs)
Road block = free money to support service 
projects
Scholarships/Sock Hop Dance/Shop.com 
= free money to support service projects
Turkey Hunt/Tunnel Vision 5K
Understanding diabetes (PCC Linda 
Ziglar) 
Vision screenings
Wounded Veteran Handicap Cabin/Wine 
sampling membership drive
Xtreme Experience retreat (EER) project of 
the Covington VIP Lions Club 
Yard sale environment project (reduce, 
reuse, recycle) 
ZERO reasons not to attend the District 
Convention Mar 10, 2018 Andalusia!

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy 
and safe holiday season! Merry Christmas!

WE SERVE!
DG Claudia
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District 34-c
In and Around the District

DG 
Claudia

Wigglesworth

Lions Club of Mobile Celebrates 95th Anniversary
The Lions Club of Mobile was founded 95 years ago.  DPG and longtime Lion Gus Gary com-
memorated the occasion by reading from a newspaper account of the Charter Night of the 
Lions Club of Mobile.  The famous Battlehouse Hotel hosted the charter night meeting on 
October 31, 1922.   The club also heard testimonials from senior members regarding the 
importance of the Lions Club in their careers and lives and the satisfaction they derived from 
giving service to the community.  Afterward, club members happily cut into an anniversary 
cake as part of this anniversary celebration as the Mobile Lions Club marches toward its 
centennial in 2022. Pictured are (L to R): Club President Todd Denison, Past –President Judge 
Warren Hammond, a Lion for 50 years; Past-President Porter Brock, a Lion for 48 years, and 
Past-President Spencer Frost, a Lion for 52 years.

Selma Lions Club
The Central Alabama Fair 
has come and gone, but it is 
still giving back to the com-
munity. The Selma Lions 
Club, who puts on the fair, 
donated an estimated 1200 
to 1300 cans of food to the 
Christian Outreach Alliance 
Food Pantry Wednesday. All 
food was collected in one 
night of the fair.

Above, PCC Linda Ziglar 
and below, PDG Daryl McDaniel 

speaking at cabinet meeting.



Empower people in your 
community to serve through Lions 
Club membership.   Most people 
find doing community service 
alone difficult and not fun, so little 
gets done.   It is too easy to say I’ll 
do that tomorrow, which never 
comes.

Being a member of a Lions 
Club give purpose with a deadline 
for action.  At every club meeting, 
you are reminded of the next ser-

vice project. 
The new Semmes Lions Club 

has a service project before it is 
officially a Lions Club.   They plan 
to partner with the Mobile Lions 
Club, their sponsoring club, in 
Homeless Connect, Friday, Janu-
ary 26, 2018.   The two clubs will 
serve by providing eye screening 
and glasses to the homeless, at no 
cost to individuals, families, and 
veterans.

The Lions Club gives confi-
dence and fellowship to members 
through leadership.   At district 
cabinet meetings I am always sur-
prised for amazing and creative 
projects.  The Lions Club is a place 
that wants you to succeed at any 
club project you choose to lead.

Be a Lions Club evangelist in 
your city.   Go to the city council 
meeting frequently to update the 
mayor and council about Lions 
activities.  In addition, make visits 
to senior centers, other civic orga-
nizations, and new businesses.   
Place used eyeglass boxes in every 
high traffic store in your city.

Advertise your club by put-
ting the large metal Lions signs at 
your cities welcome signs.   Write 
the copy and make a photo, then 
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PDG Ron Mitchell

The Lions Club View and Membership Events

Pictured, from left, are Linda Thompson, retired teacher; Kendra Bishop-Savell, Nationwide Insurance; Harry 
Bachus Jr., Constable; and Jessica Zoltek, Nationwide Insurance.

By IPID Jerome Thompson

The Lions of Alabama, at the Annu-
al meeting in 2016 adopted a revised 
Long Range Plan – Alabama Lions For-
ward.  Since that time your committee 
has worked toward engaging all commit-
tees in an effort to meet and exceed the 
benchmarks established therein.  

Communication, both internal and 
external, was identified as a major weak-
ness of the Alabama Lions.  Over the 
past 18 months, the Public Relations and 
Communication committee has taken 
on the challenge of providing tools to 
improve the internal communication.  

The first major undertaking was the 
redesign of the website.  When you visit 
our home page at http://lionsmd34.org/, 
you will find a new vibrant and colorful 
design that projects the image that we 
are open for business and read to wel-
come new members and ideas.  

One of the most exciting features is 
the link to our Alabama Lion in digital 
form.  You can look at back issues to find 
information.  Additionally Lions can get 
an advance copy of the Alabama Lion 
by checking the site during the first few 

days of the month.  http://lionsmd34.
org/newsletter/

In addition to updating our web 
site, your Council of Governors voted to 
approve getting a subscription to GoTo-

Meeting, which is available to District 
Governor Teams, Global Leadership 
Teams, and Alabama Lions Committees 
to be used for meetings and training.  
This format will eliminate the need for 

travel across the districts or the state to 
attend meetings and training.  

GoToMeeting provides an internet 
based platform for meetings.  Each par-
ticipant has the opportunity to partici-
pate in deliberation and conversation as 
the committee reaches a consensus.  

However, one of the most exciting 
opportunities available is the training 
module.  The trainer can share his/her 
computer screen with all participants.  
Most often the screen will be a view 
of a PowerPoint presentation, with the 
trainer talking.  Up to 50 Lions may 
participate in each session.  Addition-
ally, each session can be recorded and 
archived for Lion Leaders to listen at 
their convenience.

The Alabama Lions partici-
pants  to  these upcoming GoToMeeting, 
will be notified by email from the host/
speaker for these webinars and/or com-
mittee meetings. They will simply follow 
the given link to join in the conversation.

A heartfelt congratulations goes out 
to our Public Relations and Communica-
tion Committee!!  Your hard work and 
forward thinking has been noted and 
appreciated. 

Preparing for Greater Service into the Second Century of Service

send it to the local newspaper.   
Many times they will print it as a 
public service at no charge.  Don’t 
overlook FaceBook and your free 
e-clubhouse web site.   Every club 
has someone that loves social 

media and would love to keep 
them posted with Lions informa-
tion.

Lions are doing vital work in 
our cities in these times of local, 
state and federal government 

budget cutbacks.   We are needed 
more than ever to provide our ser-
vices for those in need.

Ron Mitchell
Alabama Lions GMT-MD
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Above, Ashford Lions Club Vice-President Guy Bruner, new member Lion 
Norbert Lohse, new member Lion Anita Robson and Ashford Lions Club 
President William Stuart McArthur.
At left, Gulf Shores Lions working the MS Bike Ride for the 15th year, 
passing out water, Gatorade; fruit; snacks and pickle juice to the riders. 
And of course medical attention. This is a 20-mile; 45-mile; 75-mile ride in 
Baldwin County fundraising to support MS patients and research.  There 
were over 500 riders this year their largest ride ever.  The ride’rs love that 
the Lions are helping with this ride, many that have been coming to this 
ride always make sure to say thank you to the Lions.

With the International Association of Lions Clubs celebrating 100 years of Service since its founding in 1917, the Prattville Lions Club decided to fund a Centennial Legacy Project at Pratt Park 
to mark the occasion.  In their continued efforts to serve the community and leave their mark at Pratt Park, members of the club presented Mayor Bill Gillespie and Parks and Recreation 
Director Kellie Cook with a $1,700.00 donation which funded the purchase of a new lighted kiosk.  The kiosk bears a Lions Club plaque and will be used by the city for signs/notices to the 
public upon entry to the Park.  The Lions Club is thankful to call Pratt Park home to their annual Fourth of July BBQ and is happy to provide this asset to the City.  Pictured, left to right, 
Lions Karl Wade, Harold Grooms, George Partridge, Mayor Bill Gillespie, Lions Jessica Sanders, George Head, Parks and Recreation Director Kellie Cook, Lions John Johnson, Russ Sanders, 
Bubba Bingham and Harold Hammond.
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mark your 
calendar

I am happy to report the ALHSLF Committee held another success-
ful fundraising effort this year, and thanks to the many Lions who sold 
tickets, we were able to raise just over $ 5,500 to support the Forum.  The 
lucky recipient of the Alabama-Auburn football game tickets and RTJ/
Marriott package is Lion Tony Pileggi, an employee of AIDB-Dothan, 
and a member of the Greater Dothan Lions Club. Congratulations Lion 
Tony, and Thank You for your support!

Mark your calendar - June 15-17, 2018 are the dates for the next 
Forum, to be held at Troy University as we continue to grow our partner-
ship in the ninth year of the Forum in this current format.  For complete 
Forum details view our website: www.alhslf.org.  As we progress through 
the Lions year, the web page will be updated frequently.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All !
IPCC George Head, 

ALHSLF Committee Chair

During the Dedication Cer-
emony at Ivy Green, sculptor Lion 
Craigger Browne was reunited 
with an old friend and former 
resident of Sylacauga, Lion Char-
lie Evans, who now works and 
lives in the Pennsylvania-Mary-
land area.  

Lion DG Pedro Pino was lat-
er contacted and made aware that 

Lion Charlie had made a con-
tribution to LCIF to Honor Lion 
Craigger with a Melvin Jones Fel-
low. With the assistance of Cen-
tennial Chair PCC Ron Seybold, 
arrangements were made so that 
the presentation would be made 
during a regularly scheduled 
event being held the Sylacauga 
library, an event Lion Craigger 

always attends.
What we did not know until 

our arrival, was that Lion Char-
lie’s mother is a very close friend 
of Lion Craigger, and is also a 
regular attendee for the library 
event, which made for an even 
more rewarding experience for all 
150 plus attendees on this special 
day.

Lions Charles Evans and Craigger Browne with ‘The Girls’  

Lions George, Craigger, Ron, Pedro, and ‘Mom’ Thelma

In many areas of the US and 
beyond, disaster has changed 
life’s daily routines for thousands 
of families during the past few 
months.  LCIF has responded with 
Disaster Grants being awarded. 
Help is needed and the need is 
great.  While there are many out-
standing relief agencies out there 
providing assistance, LCIF is OUR 
Foundation, and this is what we 
do!

Thank You Alabama Lions 
who have responded to the call for 
help! Donations received through 
October of this Lions year:

• District 34-A, donations 
received from Lions of   10 clubs;   
total:  $ 18,200.

• District 34-B, donations 
received from Lions of   7 clubs;   
total:  $ 4,020. 

• District 34-C, donations 
received from Lions of   14 clubs;   

total:  $ 7,730. 
This is a total of $ 29,950 in 

four months, with only 31 of 130 
Clubs having donations reported 
by LCIF. As a comparison, receipts 
for the same period last year 
totaled $ 11,610.

Yes, there will be other clubs 
to make donations this year, but 
more than half of our clubs have 
made no contribution over the 
past several years. I have asked 
our District Governors and their 
DG Team members to reach out 
when making Club visits. “Just 
Ask” applies to LCIF fundraising 
efforts – we encourage Clubs and 
individual Lions to consider mak-
ing a contribution to LCIF! 

And speaking of fundrais-
ing, we will conduct a fundraiser 
event again this year – with one 
ticket holder winning $ 500 cash in 
this the 50th Anniversary of LCIF. 

Tickets will soon be available to 
each LCIF District Coordinator for 
distribution – priced at $5 each, or 
5 tickets for $20 as the best buy. 
There will be tickets available dur-
ing each District Convention, and 
we will continue to offer tickets 
through our Multi-District Con-
vention in Guntersville, with that 
one winning ticket being drawn 
on Saturday night at the Conven-
tion – April 29, 2018.  I and your 
District Coordinators ask the sup-
port of each Alabama Lion in this 
fundraiser effort. Net proceeds 
will be split with half designated 
for LCIF Disaster Relief and half 
for the LCIF Measles Initiative.

Again, Thank You for your 
support.

MERRY CHRISTMAS and 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to ALL!

IPCC George Head, 
LCIF Coordinator, MD34            

PDG Daryl, Lion Tony and Greater Dothan 
Lions President Tracey McDaniel

Lions and LCIF

Rewarding experience for all during the dedication ceremony


