
THANK YOU!
By PCC Ken Vaudo

HIP,  HIP, Hooray – The Alabama Lions High 
School Centennial Band has been to Chicago to 
help the Lions of Alabama and the Lions of the 
WORLD celebrate our CENTENNIAL.  It was 
a stellar experience and all sponsoring clubs 
should have received notes from the students 
YOU sponsored from your local and nearby 
communities. The students can provide a much 
better description than I could of what they 
thought of the band camp, the trip to Chicago 
and Lionism overall.  I read many of the cards 
being sent to the various sponsoring clubs, and I 
want you to know your money was WELL Spent.  
You have invested in the growth, leadership, 
experiences and provided an unforgettable 
opportunity for 68 top notch students that made 
the trip.  

Band Camp began with musical staff and 
Chaperones, including Dr. Brad Sargent, Ginger 
Zingara, Jim Zingara, Earnest Echols, Jeremy 
Smith, and Sherry Miller, (all musical staff), 
myself, Kelly Rowell, Kenneth and Janice Franks, 
and my wife, Beth.  We arrived 2-3 hours before 
the students to get all setup.  The students were 
told to be there at NOON.  By 1:30 we were 
meeting with the band and the rest of the day 
and Thursday were dedicated to learning the 

music, fine tuning, and practicing marching, (It 
was a very soggy two days, Lots of RAIN)

I want to take a moment and talk about the 
adults/music staff and chaperones.  Our musical 
leaders, Brad Sargent, Ginger and Jim Zingara, 
and Jeremy Smith, were absolutely exceptional. 
They had never led a LIONS band trip, which is 
more than a little different than a regular high 
school marching band.  Aided by the addition of 
Sherry Miller of the Dale County HS team, and 
Earnest Echols from Minor HS, they pulled this 
band together in 1.5 days.  Totally AWESOME.  I 
would be remiss if I didn’t also speak about four 

other people, 
my wife Beth, 
Kenneth and 
Janice Franks 
(Cherokee Lions 
Club) and Kelly 
Rowell, parent 
of one of Band 
students from 
G a r d e n d a l e .  
My wife simply 
took over all 
the back-office 
work that an 
adventure like 
this entails.  
She couldn’t 
make the trip, 
but it simply 

would not have been as easy without her. 
Our three chaperones, Kenneth, Janice, and 
Kelly, were just as good from band camp to 
bus trip, to Chicago and back.  They, basically 
took over almost all the chaperoning, bus roll 
calls, handouts, keeping an eye on students 
throughout the trip, you name it they did it.  

And now to the students, 68 strong, sounded 
like double that.  Enthusiastic throughout the 
entire journey, even when it rained, (which it 
did a lot during camp), the bus trip to Chicago 

which took 14.5 hours, instead of 12, (they left 
at 6:00 AM Friday AM, arrived for dinner at 8:45 
PM in Chicago), to the John Hancock Tower, 
Millennium Park, Dinner Cruise from the Navy 
Pier, oops, did I forget, the parade on Saturday 
morning. We arrived at the parade staging at 
8:45 AM, and didn’t step-off until after 11:00 
AM, but the enthusiasm never waned.  Our 
Lions Band students are truly the best of the 
best from across the State of Alabama.  We had 
enthusiastic support all down the parade route 
and you can be proud of your band students, 
you were well represented to the Lions of the 
world.  

The students, observing many of the 
different delegations from around the world, 
from Texas to Morocco, to Nigeria and more, 
spoke in their thank you card of how their 
own world has grown as they observed all the 
diversity they saw in Chicago.  Many also noted, 
the friendships they have formed, or imagined 
a city as large as Chicago, and seeing it from 
the observation deck (94th floor) of the John 
Hancock Tower was a beautiful way to see the 
vast skyline of Chicago. 

And now to the Lions of Alabama.  To 
those of you who sponsored a student, as I 
noted earlier, your hard-earned funds were well 
spent.  For those who were unable to sponsor 
but donated, THANK YOU from the Alabama 
Lions High School All Star Band.  Both of the 
above, sponsoring clubs and contributing clubs 
are necessary to make this student experience 
happen.  YOU, the Lions Clubs of Alabama 
deserve to be proud of many accomplishments, 
you should be proud of helping make the 
Alabama Lions Centennial Band trip to Chicago 
a tremendous student experience as well as a 
great way to represent the Lions of Alabama.

For pictures and video taken by the students 
and staff of events during band camp and the 
activities in Chicago visit Alabama Lions High 
School All Star Band on Facebook.
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 “The greatest tragedy in life is not death….but a life 
lived without purpose”   

— Dr. Miles Monroe

As we begin our new Lions year I would like to encour-
age all Lions and their clubs to reflect for a moment on the 
importance of sight in a child’s education and life!

A child that cannot see properly struggles with read-
ing, math, visual arts, comprehension and the list goes on 
and on. Without proper vision a child will fall further and 
further behind in school and will become a prime candi-
date to become a drop-out.

Lions can prevent this from ever happening and save 
this child from living a life of unfulfilled dreams! “How” you 
may ask? The answer is “early childhood eye screenings”.

Alabama Lions Sight has partnered with Lions Clubs 
International to be an active participant and enthusiastic 
supporter of the “Lions KidSight USA” program. The pro-
gram is designed to target children from 6 months old to 6 
+ years old to make sure they start life off on the right track.

A child with poor vision has no point of reference 
like an adult to know whether they can see properly! They 
believe that what they see is how everyone sees. For those 
with poor vision a whole new world opens up to them once 
they receive their first pair of glasses! Lions can and do 
make this life changing event happen through school and 
community screenings.

I am challenging each and every club in Alabama 
to reach out to your local school systems to schedule in-
school eye screenings this fall to make sure every child in 
Alabama will have the opportunity to start life on the right 
track.

Alabama Lions Sight has properly trained and “certi-
fied” screeners in each Lions district of Alabama ready, 
willing and able to assist your club with school and com-
munity screenings. 

In District A we have Lions Frank & Alice Harper from 
the Fort Payne Lions Club, in District B we have Lions Tim 
& Ofie McCoy from the Prattville Lions Club and in District 
C we have Lion Yvonne Burroughs from the Eight Mile 
Lions Club ready to come to your community and work 
with local Lions clubs to make sure your children can see.

PLEASE….. Join Alabama Lions Sight in giving the 
gift of sight to the children of Alabama! Make Sight your 
Purpose in life!
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Patients seen 
in the Lions eye CLiniC
• 2,048 patients seen year-to-date

• 390 were in the month of May

• 287 were in the month of June

Durden 
Dean

Announcing Alabama Lions 
Sight Facebook Page! We invite 
you to visit and “Like” our page. 
Also, anything you would like to 
announce, promote or mention 
please email me and I will add it 
to the page. My email address is 
paula@alsca.org and my phone 
number is 205-325-8519. Thank 
you!

Past District Governor Ed Hinke from the Cullman 
Lions Club was the inaugural recipient of the 
first Helen Keller Legacy Award presented by 

Alabama Lions Sight. PDG Ed was honored with 
the award for his many years of Lions service by 
the Cullman Lions Club at their annual banquet on 
June 19th. Pictured from left, and assisting with 

the presentation are International Director Jerome 
Thompson, PDG Ed Hinke and Alabama Lions Sight 

Executive Director PDG Durden Dean

Of special note to all Lions!
Alabama Lions Sight is reviving the “Founders Award” 

plaque where-by your Lions Club or individual will be 
presented a beautiful plaque and their name posted on the 
“Wall of Honor” at Callahan Eye Hospital for a contribution 
of $500.00 or more to Alabama Lions Sight. We are inaugu-
rating a new, club / individual recognition award called the 
“Helen Keller Legacy Award” with a beautiful plaque for 
the Lions Club or individual that contributes $1,000.00 or 
more to Alabama Lions Sight. The Lions Club or individual 
will also be recognized on the “Wall of Honor” at Callahan.  

Alabama Lions Sight is “Your” organization and it is 
through your financial support, volunteer support and 
prayers that we are able to fulfill the Lions motto and mis-
sion that “We Serve”

I challenge each Lion and Lions Club to “Live your life 
with purpose”

Call Paula Gardner at your Alabama Lions Sight office, 
205-325-8519 to schedule your clubs school and commu-
nity screenings today! School will be starting back before 
you know it so Don’t delay, Call today!

I would love to visit your club and give the members 
an update on all the great things going on at Callahan and 
throughout the state by YOUR association, Alabama Lions 
Sight. Call me at 334-306-4904 or email me at durdendear@
yahoo.com

Yours in Lionism, 
Lion Durden
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District 34-A
In and Around the District

DG 
Mark 

Stevens

Hello, District 34-A:  
I am Mark Stevens the new 

District Governor.  I am so excited 
to serve as the first District Gov-
ernor of the new century.  This is 
going to be a great year, with some 
new clubs and new members.  I 
have learned a lot about what it 
takes to do the job of Governor.  
I have also observed many past 
Governors and saw how they did 
things.  It is my hope that I can use 
the good things I saw to help me 
do a better job.  It is also my hope 
that I do not do the things that 
went wrong or did not work.  

Well, the convention is over.  It 
was a busy time, an exciting time, 
and a fun time.  There were over 
700 District Governors Elect there 
from all over the world.  It was fun 
and interesting to talk, learn from, 
and share ideas with people from 
around the world.  The opening 
parade was an incredible event.  I 
have not had that kind of experi-
ence before.  The new Interna-
tional President Dr. Naresh Aggar-
wal spoke many times and has a 
good vision for where he would 
like Lions to go.

Now on to the District.  I hope 
that WE can start the year with a 

bang and then keep it going.  I feel 
that I have put together a great 
and winning team for the cabinet.  
But, I also want and need every-
one to help.  This year is going to 
be much more than what I or the 
cabinet can do.  Everyone in the 
district is needed to help make 
this a great year. I have found that 
the job of Governor is a unique 
position.  One that can influence 
many different people and events.  
I have also found that in a posi-
tion of leadership I will need to 

take my leadership from the ones 
that I serve.  That is all the Lions 
of District 34-A.  As I said before, 
I am very excited to be your new 
Governor.  I am looking forward to 
the coming year and the success 
WE will have.  I know I am not 
able to do all of this myself.  That 
is why I am counting on all the 
Lions in the district to help make 
this a great year for District 34-A.  
Just like I am asking you to help 
me, I will be there to help you.  All 
you need to do is ask.  I will do the 

best I can to get the assistance you 
need to you as soon as possible.  
Just be sure to ask, if you don’t, 
then I will not know how to help.

I will briefly outline my goals 
for Membership, Leadership, and 
Service.  For Membership, I would 
like to start 2 new clubs in the 
district.  This is going to take the 
help of established clubs in the 
area to work with and guide the 
new clubs to success.  I would like 
to know if you think you have a 
place to start a new club.  The next 
goal is one that I will need a lot of 
help with.  WE need to find a way 
to close the back door.  There are 
a lot of members that join us, then 
in a few years walk away.  I hope 
that WE can find a way to slow this 
down or stop it.  Any ideas will 
help.  Next, at the current time we 
have a female membership in the 
district of about 28%.  LCI would 
like that at 50%.  Over the next year 
I think it would be a great start if 
WE could get that number up to 
over 30%.  

Now for Leadership.  As 
everyone knows there is a cer-
tain number of people that work 
at the Zone, Region, and District 
level.  I think it is time to work 

 Lion Navita Aggarwal, International President Dr. Naresh 
Aggarwal, DG Mark Stevens and Lion Dawn Stevens

on more depth to the leadership 
pool.  That means training the 
new and younger members of our 
great organization in the skills to 
take on these roles.  The GLT for 
the district, PID Jerome Thomp-
son, has developed a training plan 
with this in mind.  What is need-
ed from the clubs is identifying 
the ones interested in this train-
ing and letting the DG team and 
the GLT team who they are so we 
can get the training in place to 
help them succeed.   I also would 
like the first time Club Presidents 
and Secretaries to have training to 
help them succeed at those posi-
tions. This would also be a good 
refresher for ones that have held 
the office before. WE must do all 
that WE can to assist and train 
the leaders so that they do not get 
discouraged.

Service, this is one that every-
one has a hand in.  This is what 
keeps our clubs functioning.  LCI 
has set a new service project for 
us. It is juvenile cancer.  They are 
working to raise awareness of this.  
Some of the other service projects 
are the same WE have been work-
ing on.  Environmental, Hunger, 
Vision, and Diabetes.   These are 
all things that all of us can work 
on.

As you have probably noticed, 
I have capitalized most all of the 
WE’s.  That is because this was 
stressed at the training for the new 
Governors.  “The Power of WE”.  
This shows that by ourselves we 
cannot do as much as WE together 
can do.  This is something that 
all of us should remember.  None 
of us can do it all.  WE can do so 
much more.

My Cabinet meetings for the 
coming year are going to be on the 
following dates and areas.  The 
exact place for the meeting will 
come out later.

• The first will be over by the 
time this out.

• July 15, 2017, American 
Legion Post, 2900 Drake AVE, 
Huntsville AL 35805

• Oct. 21, 2017, Wills Valley 
Rec Center, 4220 Godfrey AVE NE, 
Ft Payne AL 35967

• District convention March 
17, 2018, in the Moulton area.

• State Convention, April 26 – 
29, 2018 at Guntersville State Park, 
Guntersville AL

Thank you and I look forward 
to working with all of you.

Mark Stevens
District Governor 34-ADGE’s from around the world at Navy pier.
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District 34-B
In and Around the District

mark your 
calendar!

On June 27, Will Mooty, center, retired from the Geological Survey of Alabama, 
and was inducted into Lions International and the Auburn Lions Club. Lions 

International is the largest service organization in the world, with over 1.4 mil-
lion members in over 200 countries around the world. Pictured, also is Club Past-

President Keith Ryland, left, and Club President Tom Higgins, right.

Lions of District 34-B, it is my 
honor and pleasure to SERVE you 
as your District Governor for Lions 
year 2017-2018. I am pleased to tell 
you that our DG Team is ready and 
willing to provide leadership as we 
enter our second century of global 
humanitarian service. 

I can assure you that I, along 
with 1VDG Mark Aldridge and 
2VDG Bubba Bingham, have spent 
numerous hours in training over 
the past several months to be able 
to provide you with leadership and 
assistance where ever it is needed 
in our district.

Our new International 
President Dr. Naresh Aggarwal of 
India points out that service to 
others defines who we are as Lions. 
He further states; “TOGETHER, 
we will harness the power of We. 
We will commit to action. We will 
leave the world a better place for 
all”.

I ask of you, my fellow Lions in 
District 34-B, to put yourself in the 
place of those Lions back in 1917 
that answered the call “TO SERVE” 
and brought our organization 
forward in the first century to be 
recognized as the global leader in 
service. Step out of your comfort 
zone and reach out and invite 
your friends, co-workers, family 
members, school teachers, or 
government officials to be a 
potential Lion member. But they 
will NOT become Lions unless you 
ask. Remember, where there is a 
need there SHOULD be a Lion.

Congratulations to all Lions 
involved in the Alabama Lions 
High School Leadership Forum.  

For the second year in a 
row we had over 200 high school 
delegates from around the state 
attend the three day leadership 
forum at Troy University. Thanks 
to all who sponsored student 
delegates, provided financial 
support to the Forum, and those 
lions volunteers that gave up their 
time to make this happen. 

I would like to mention that 
our Lions International Centennial 
Convention in Chicago was 
excellent with over 30,000 Lions 
from all over the world. Our 
Alabama Delegation had a great 
time and marched to the beat of 
“Sweet Home Alabama” played by 
our own Alabama High School All 
Star Band. PCC Ken Vaudo and 
his Band Directors did a great job 
in putting together this band, that 
looked and sounded so good. Well 
done! You made us proud.

DG 
Don 

Keesler

Lion Faye and DG Pedro at the banquet 
in Chicago.

Mark your calendar with these 
important dates for Lions year:

• 1st Cabinet meeting July 29, 
2017 in Northport, AL

• Lions MD-34 Leadership 
Conference – August 12, 2017 in 
Florence, AL.

• USA/CANADA Lions 
Leadership Forum – September 
21-23, 2017 in Portland, OR. 

• 2nd Cabinet meeting 
October 28, 2017 in Fayette, AL.

• 3rd Cabinet meeting January 
27, 2018 in Adamsville-Forestdale, 
AL.

• District 34-B Convention – 
March 24, 2018 in Sylacauga, AL.

MD-34 State Convention - 
April 26-29, 2018 @ Guntersville, 
AL.

• Alabama Lions High School 
Leadership Forum – June 15-17, 
2018 @ Troy University.

Thank you and please let me 
know if you need any assistance.

Yours in lionism, 
DG Pedro M. Pino Sr.

Valley Lions Club

COnGRATuLATIOnS TO ALL LIOnS InVOLVeD 
In THe ALAbAMA LIOnS HIGH SCHOOL 

LeADeRSHIP FORuM
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District 34-c
In and Around the District

DG 
Claudia

Wigglesworth

“                   Roar, roar, roar…we are the Lions…roar, 
roar, roar…we serve               ” Our International Presi-
dent Naresh Aggarwal introduced his theme, “We 
Serve”, with a very catchy song. I can’t get the song 
out of my head! Once you hear the tune the same will 
happen to you and that is not a bad thing! We serve. 
Service is the reason our global organization exists. 
We have entered our second century of service to 
the world. “As individuals we can only do so much,” 
President Aggarwal reminded us at the International 
Convention. He went on to add, “but when 1.4 mil-
lion Lions work together, there is no limit to what we 
can achieve.” As President Aggarwal leads us into this 
new century our association has identified five areas 
of service to the world – Vision, Hunger, Environment, 
Diabetes and Pediatric Cancer. We can collectively 
impact the world if every Lions Club in the associa-
tion supports projects and fundraisers in their com-
munity supporting all five of these areas. 

I thank all of the Lions of 34-C for allowing me to 
serve as your District Governor for 2017 - 2018.  The 
District exists to provide support to clubs. I believe all 
five of the service areas are universal concerns that we 
can support in District 34C. We can have an impact if 
we focus on this year’s District goals – IMPACT.

Lion Charlie Wigglesworth, Club President (Daphne)Marina Hodge, DG Claudia Wigglesworth, 
ZC Alexandra Conniff and Lion Ronnie Griffon

Lion Charlie Wigglesworth, DG Claudia Wigglesworth, 
CS Rita Moore and PIP J. Frank Moore III.

Club President (Mobile) Todd Denison, Shannon Denison 
and DG Claudia.

Our motto says it best - We Serve
I thank the Lions that have stepped up to the 

challenge of Vice District Governor, zone chair and 
committee chair. The District Team is ready to help 
clubs excel in support of local service, attainment 
of District goals and accomplishment international 
priorities.

I also want to congratulate all the new incom-
ing club officers. You are the strong grassroots of 
our great organization. Service happens at the club 
level.  

I ask each new club officer to complete training 
online that Lions Clubs International provides on 
MyLCI or by attending training that will be offered 
after our first District Cabinet meeting on August 
5. The training will better prepare you to lead the 
Lions in your club.

I am excited to step into the second century 
of Lions Club International Service to the world. 
Let’s connect as a District team on August 5 at the 
Chamber Depot in Evergreen. 

This first cabinet meeting will provide an 
opportunity for clubs to understand the goals of the 
District and to meet the human resources available 
to clubs. Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 

More information on the cabinet meeting and 
training will be sent via email and post-
ed on the District Facebook page (Lions 
of Alabama District 34C) and website 
(alabamalions34c.org).

DG Claudia

I   –  Involve all clubs in District events
M  – Membership growth
P  –  Promote your club
A  –  Accountability/accurate reporting
C  – Community service/Centennial Service projects
T  – Train District leaders
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Greetings Lions! 
Well we have just finished celebrat-

ing our 100 years and now it’s time for us 
to move forward into the next 100 years. 
To say I am a little excited would be an 
understatement about our new Lions Ser-
vice Areas. I have been for years talking 
about diabetes and the effects it has on 
people. I have personally seen what dia-
betes can do to a person, I have a sister 

that was diagnosed at the age of 12.
So, I grew up knowing what this dis-

ease is all about. But it became a true 
realty in August of 1997 when my 8-year-
old daughter got sick and was rushed by 
helicopter to the hospital because her 
blood sugar was over 960. At the time, 
we did not know she was diabetic, within 
48 hours she had passed away from the 
complications of the onset of diabetes, 

it changed me and my family forever. 
I could have been one of those people 
that could just set back and done noth-
ing or I could start making a change to 
the people around me, so I did. It’s the 
reason I became a Lion! I started learning 
everything I could about diabetes, speak-
ing to local civic organizations, churches 
and whoever else would listen, including 
a few trips to Washington DC. Now I want 
to share some information with you so 
you can be educated and aware of what 
this disease is about and how you and 
your clubs can help.

First, this information comes from a 
report by the World Health Organization, 
in their report that is dated 2016. Diabetes 
is a serious, chronic disease that occurs 
either when the pancreas does not pro-
duce enough insulin (a hormone that reg-
ulates blood sugar, or glucose), or when 
the body cannot effectively use the insu-
lin it produces. Diabetes is an important 
public health problem, one of four prior-
ity noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) 
targeted for action by world leaders. Both 
the number of cases and the prevalence 
of diabetes have been steadily increasing 
over the past few decades. Globally, an 
estimated 422 million adults were living 
with diabetes in 2014, compared to 108 
million in 1980. The global prevalence 
(age-standardized) of diabetes has nearly 
doubled since 1980, rising from 4.7% to 
8.5% in the adult population. This reflects 
an increase in associated risk factors such 
as being overweight or obese. Over the 
past decade, diabetes prevalence has 
risen faster in low- and middle-income 
countries than in high-income countries. 
Diabetes caused 1.5 million deaths in 
2012. Higher-thanoptimal blood glucose 
caused an additional 2.2 million deaths, 
by increasing the risks of cardiovascular 
and other diseases. Forty-three percent of 
these 3.7 million deaths occur before the 
age of 70 years. The percentage of deaths 
attributable to high blood glucose or dia-
betes that occurs prior to age 70 is higher 
in low- and middle-income countries 
than in high-income countries. Because 
sophisticated laboratory tests are usually 
required to distinguish between type 1 
diabetes (which requires insulin injec-
tions for survival) and type 2 diabetes 
(where the body cannot properly use the 
insulin it produces), separate global esti-
mates of diabetes prevalence for type 
1 and type 2 do not exist. The majority 
of people with diabetes are affected by 
type 2 diabetes. This used to occur nearly 
entirely among adults, but now occurs in 
children too.

As you can see there is great con-
cerns at how this disease is growing, I 
have seen it for myself while working with 
Camp Seale Harris over the past 18 years. 
Every year there are more and more new 

diagnosis of children with Type-1 diabe-
tes and we have seen more Type-2 as well 
now. Let me explain the different types, 
type 1 diabetes is a form of diabetes mel-
litus that results from the autoimmuned-
estruction of the insulin-producing beta 
cells in the pancreas. Which means your 
pancreas has stopped producing insulin, 
which was previously known as juvenile 
or childhood-onset diabetes. Diabetes 
mellitus type 2 or formerly called non-
insulin-dependent or adult-onset diabe-
tes is a long term metabolic disorder 
that is characterized by high blood sugar, 
insulin resistance, and relative lack of 
insulin. Which most of you see this type 
in older people, but now because of the 
high obesity in our State of Alabama we 
are seeing more of this type in younger 
adults. Alabama has the third highest 
adult obesity rate in the United States 
at 32.2%. In Jefferson County, which 
includes Birmingham approximately 66% 
of adults are either overweight or obese. 
Green County in lower Alabama has the 
highest obesity rates for men and women 
at 43.8 % and 58%. Overweight and obe-
sity are the strongest risk factors for type 
2 diabetes.

How can we help as Lions? First, we 
need to educate ourselves about diabetes 
and second, we need to share that with 
our community’s. As I said at the state 
convention, educate, educate, educate!

Diabetes can damage the heart, 
blood vessels, eyes, kidneys and nerves, 
leading to disability and premature death. 
As Lions, here are a few ways you can help 
in your area: organize a diabetes screen-
ing in your community, pass out informa-
tion about the warning signs of diabetes, 
organize a walking club for seniors with 
diabetes, work with your local school to 
invite a health care professional to speak 
about diabetes, promote diabetes pre-
vention through a radio public service 
announcement, sponsor a child to go to 
camp, partner with your local diabetes 
organization to offer programs and mate-
rials, organize a school or community 
vegetable garden to encourage heathy 
eating, hold a fundraiser for a local dia-
betes camp or foundation, promote the 
importance of an annual dilated eye 
exam to detect diabetic eye disease and 
provide diabetes educational materials to 
schools, libraries and physician offices.

And if you would like someone from 
Camp Seale Harris to visit your club, 
Rhonda and John would love to come see 
you. So as Lions let’s find a way to join in 
the fight against diabetes in our state and 
let’s make a difference that will affect the 
next 100 years. 

Thank you, 
CC Dora Hartsock 

Lions Service Areas Diabetes

CC Dora Hartsock

Find a way to join the fight against diabetes 
in Alabama and make a difference

“The Warmth of Enlightenment” A Tribute to Helen Keller and Teacher, 
Anne Sullivan Sculpted by Lion Craigger Browne (Sylacauga Lions Club 
President) Watch for the date and time for the Dedication Ceremony. 

Location: Helen Keller Birthplace - Ivy Green, Tuscumbia, Alabama
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The 2017 Diabetes WALK for Camp Seale 
Harris was a huge success yet again, and we could 
not have done it without the support from our local 
Lions! Walks were held across the state throughout 
the month of April. 

Thank you to the Auburn Lions Club, Greater 
Dothan Area Lions Club, Hoover Lions Club, 
Vestavia Lions Club and Pelham Lions Club for 
their volunteer service at the Auburn, Dothan 
and Birmingham Diabetes WALK for Camp Seale 
Harris! 

Club Presidents and Vice-Presidents should 
have received your annual Camp Seale Harris 
Lions Club Sponsorship requests at your club’s 
mailing address. Children throughout Alabama 
desperately need the support of Lions to attend 
Camp Seale Harris this summer. 

Please continue to include Camp Seale Harris 
in your club’s charity budget, and plan to send 
gifts before May 31 if possible so we may notify 
children in need from your community they can 
be sponsored. 

Mail to: SDES-Camp Seale Harris, 500 Chase 
Park South, Birmingham, AL 35244

Most families do not know how to contact 
your club directly. Your donation allows us to con-
nect them to your club. Full or Partial sponsorship 
donations will change the life of a child with dia-
betes. Contact Lion Rhonda McDavid, Executive 
Director at Rhonda@Sdiabetes.org or call (205) 
402-0415.

2017 CAMPS
Family Camps - $1,200 Sponsorships  

All Clubs/Communities

 • October 20-22, 2017 – Camp Seale Harris 
Fall Family Camp - ASCCA

2017 Children’s Overnight Camps - $1,200 
Sponsorships – All Clubs/Communities

2017 Children’s Day Camps - $500 Sponsorships

Lions support Camp Seale Harris Diabetes walks

Auburn Lions Club President at the Auburn/
Opelika Walk

 Greater Dothan Area Lions

Hoover Lions Walking for kidsVestavia Lion Phil Min

Pelham Lions

Sponsor A Child – Change A Life Forever!



Please mention this in your District Newsletter. If you would like a 
2-minute demonstration on how easy it is to use ScripTalk, please give me 
a call!  

 Lion Trish Bissell 
Lion’s  Liaison 

(W) 941-702-6609
  (C) 217-779-3821 
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Dear Lions, 
My name is Lion Trish Bissell. I’m a visually impaired Lion and want to 

share some important information about a worthwhile initiative for your 
club or district… Medication Safety Awareness for the Blind. 

Nearly 14 million Americans, many 65 years or older, have low vision 
or are blind. For these individuals, inability to clearly read a prescription 
label can result in unnecessary injury or even death. 

 
What’s this initiative about? 
 
Over the past several years, accessible prescription labels (talking 

labels, large print labels and Braille labels) have become readily available 
at pharmacies across the US and Canada.  

But there’re still so many people that are unaware of this life-changing 
technology. This needs to be changed! 

 
The goal of the Medication Safety Awareness for the Blind (MSAB) 

campaign is to get the word out. You can start saving lives immediately by 
talking about accessible labels to family, friends and pharmacies. You and 
your Lion’s Club can participate in a special annual event: 

 
MEDICATION SAFETY AWARENESS 

FOR THE BLIND WEEK, 
SEPTEMBER 9TH – 15TH  

It’s easy to get more information about participat-
ing. Go to http://www.scripability.com/lions-clubs-
medication-safety-awareness-for-theblind or call 
1-800-890-1180.  

Every participating Lion will get an exclusive MSAB pin! 

Attention AlAbAmA lions!
eye exams and Glasses for just:

$65.00
Alabama lions sight, the Alabama optometry Association 

and the American optometry Association have partnered to provide this great value 
for your lions Club and the people we serve.

to get signed up or more information call
 lion Paula Gardner at 205-325-8519 or PDG Durden Dean at 334-306-4904

Start saving lives by getting the word out about 
Medication Safety Awareness for the Blind

lion trish bissell 
and leaderdog, sparrow 


