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Get in touch with Lions Clubs 
history through Lions Touchstone 
Stories. Stories of global expansion, 
the power of service, moving 
forward in a changing world and 
maintaining a culture of fun! Each 
story shares a defining moment 
in Lions history to help you learn 
about our legacy and impact 
throughout 100 years of service. 

Download Touchstone Stories 
by going to lions100.org.

Do you have a Touch-stone 
story you would like to share with 
the Lions of Alabama and make the 
front page? If so, please send to Lion 
Doris Hansard at lionsofalabama@
bellsouth.net or Lions of Alabama 
MD-34, 700 South 18th Street, Suite 
DB110, Birmingham, AL 35233. 

Lions just want to have fun

Tactics    Tricks
and Just Plain Fun

Developed by Successful

Having fun while doing good has been a 
Lions specialty from the beginning.

In the early 1920s, many U.S. clubs had 
pep committees charged with enlivening 
routine club meetings. Lions soon entrusted 
the merrymaking function to a single energetic 
and enthusiastic officer, known as the Tail 
Twister.

Students of Tail-Twisting lore will find rich 
veins of anecdote and remembrance among 
longtime Lions and also in Lions publications. 

How did the name Tail Twister come 
about? The World’s Biggest Doers, a 1949 
history of the Lions, described this origin story, 
as recounted by Lions founder Melvin Jones: 

“One Sunday afternoon three or four of us 
were discussing this matter of putting pep into 
the meetings. One fellow who had been born 
on a farm said we needed to do what used to 
be done on the farm. When a cow refused to 
go through the gate, someone would grab her 
by the tail and twist. We all laughed, but one of 
the boys said, ‘Why isn’t that a good name–tail 
twister?’” 

The fact that lions–real lions–also have 
tails gave the name another amusing twist.

Now optional for all Lions clubs, the role 
of Tail Twister had been an established office 
under charter bylaws for decades. But as a 1941 
article in LION Magazine made clear: “Of all 
the officers in the club, he [the Tail Twister] has 
no rigid code, no well-defined plan of action. 
He must be a Lion of originality.”

Indeed, Tail Twisters have been remarkably 
creative in promoting fun and fellowship and 
boosting club treasuries by “twisting” small 
fines from members for minor breaches of club 
rules, such as not wearing a nametag or talking 
during a guest speaker’s presentation. 

The fines system is both autocratic and 
democratic. No member can appeal a Tail 
Twister’s levy, and no member is above paying 
it. 

“President Westfall Fined on Southern 
Trip,” ran a banner headline over a full-
page story in the April 1927 issue of LION 

Magazine. While visiting the Columbia Lions 
Club in South Carolina, USA, International 
President William Westfall forgot his Lions pin 
when changing “from his train clothes to his 
speaking clothes.” An alert Tail Twister named 
Goldschmidt spotted Westfall’s bare lapels and 
fined him 10 cents, the going rate for such 
infractions in the 1920s.

Contests, quizzes, brainteasers, jokes, 
lighthearted songs and poems are time-
tested tools of the tail-twisting trade. Today’s 
practitioners can find and share fresh material 
on several club websites and on a Tail Twister 
page on Facebook.

ncepts of humor do not always transfer 
across different cultures and times, and that 
has led to a gradual decline in the tail-twisting 
tradition as Lions have expanded around the 
world. But every day in countless other ways—

Lions
Touchstone 

Stories 
share Lions

history 

Tail Twisters have added elements 
of fun and surprise to Lions club meetings 

since the 1920s.

from pancake breakfasts to picnics with needy 
kids to big parades at convention time—Lions 
still know how to have fun. 



 “Always do right. This will gratify some 
people and astonish the rest” — Mark Twain  

As we head into the holiday season 
with Thanksgiving at the end of this month 
and with Christmas just around the corner 
in December, it is fitting for the Lions of 
Alabama to look back on a remarkable year.

Over the last year Alabama Lions 
have brought the sense of thanksgiving to 
over 12,000 children that we provided eye 
screenings for and for those that needed 
follow-up eye exams and glasses, the Lions 
were there!

For the over 4,000 seniors, Special 
Olympians, the homeless, and others, Lions 
provided eye exams, glasses, transportation 
for operations, food, clothing and so much 
more, the Lions were there.

For the 5,000 indigent patients served 
through the Lions Eye Clinic at the UAB Cal-

lahan Eye Hospital in Birmingham, many 
having sight saving operations that will 
allow them to continue to live productive 
lives, the Lions were there!

The Lions of Alabama give thanks for 
the ongoing partnership with Callahan Eye 
Hospital that allows us to partner with them 
to help provide new, state of the art oper-
ating room equipment that will be used 
in the 8 new operating rooms now under 
construction. The new operating rooms will 
allow Callahan and Lions to almost double 
our patient capacity from the current 5,000 
through the Lions Eye Clinic to between 
9,000 and 10,000 patients. Our total opera-
tion room capacity for the entire hospital 
will go from approx. 23,000 patients per 
year to over 40,000 per year. 

Over the next 30 years over 75 mil-
lion Baby Boomers will be in critical need 
of various eye surgeries and advanced eye 

care. The Lions of Alabama, through our 
statewide association, Alabama Lions Sight, 
is taking the necessary steps through our 
partnerships with UAB Callahan Eye Hos-
pital, UAB School of Optometry, Alabama 
Department of Rehabilitative Services, Ala-
bama School for the Deaf and Blind, Health 
Services Incorporated, Rural Health Inc, 
and the Maude Whatley Health System Inc. 
among many others, to provide the gift of 
sight and live out our legacy as Knights of 
the Blind.

It is through the support of Lions Clubs 
throughout Alabama that Alabama Lions 
Sight is able to offer the gift of thanksgiving 
in November and throughout the entire 
year.

If you have donated to Alabama Lions 
Sight this past year to make all our ser-
vices possible, THANK YOU! If you or your 
club did not contribute, won’t you take 

a moment to reflect on how many more 
people we could serve and bless with your 
contribution and support?

Won’t you take the challenge from 
Mark Twain and astonish those that you 
know and “do the right thing” by donating 
to and supporting the efforts if YOUR asso-
ciation, Alabama Lions Sight.

From all of us at Alabama Lions Sight, 
we wish you and your family a joyous and 
safe Thanksgiving!

Yours in Lionism,
Lion Durden Dean
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VISIONS
ALS Executive Director’s Report

PATIENTS SEEN IN THE LIONS EYE CLINIC
• 3,143 patients seen year-to-date 

• 361 were in the month of September

Durden 
Dean

Dr. Austin 
Gerber 

3rd year
resident

Dr. Kristen 
Jijelava 

2nd year
resident

Meet our DOCTORS

Each month the Lions Club will introduce a doctor.

 Alabama Lions Sight Executive Director Dur-
den Dean spoke to the Enterprise Lions Club 
on September 28th. The Enterprise Lions 
have long been servants of their community 
and state. Pictured with PDG Dean is Enter-
prise Club President Douglas Allgood.

The Montgomery Lions 
Club sponsored an eye 
screening for a wonder-
ful group of 4 year old 
students at Greater Faith 
Christian Academy in 
Montgomery on Septem-
ber 27th. Catching eye 
problems early in a child’s 
life is imperative in start-
ing them off on the right 
foot for their education 
and early childhood well 
being. Pictured, along 
with the students and 
their teachers are ALS 
screeners Lions Tim an 
Offie McCoy and Mont-
gomery Lions Club mem-
ber Dr. Inshwarial Bhuta.

Pictured, at left, is an eye screening at Tal-
lassee Elementary and Middle Schools that 
the Tallassee Lions Club sponsored on Sep-
tember 15th.  They screened grades 1 & 3 at 
the Elementary School, and grade 5 at the 
Middle School.  A total of 370 students were 
screened, with 72 of them needing referrals 
for eye exams.  Screeners were Lions Tim 
and Ofie McCoy from the Prattville Lions 
Club.  Assisting with the screening were Tal-
lassee Lion Club members Ron McDaniel (1st 
Vice President), James Bush and Bill Carwile, 
along with volunteer Betty Carwile.    



HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
TO ALL LIONS 

AND YOUR FAMILIES

May this special American 
holiday stir awareness of our 
many blessings---AND urge us 
to observe our communities to 
determine where we can fulfill our 
Lions’ motto “WE SERVE” in order 
to make our world a better place! 

Thank you, one and all, for 
your dedicated work for our com-
munities, our state, our nation, 
and our planet! YOU ARE making 
a difference --- for GOOD!

CONGRATULATIONS and 
thank you to all of the great  Dis-
trict A Lions who are celebrat-
ing long-term membership. 
Chevrons marking membership 
anniversaries have arrived and 
are being distributed. 

65 YEARS 
E.E. Ivie, Sr. --- Winfield

60 YEARS
Max Brashier --- Winfield

E.F. Walker, Jr. --- Haleyville

55 YEARS
Charles McAfee, Jr. --- Haleyville

45 YEARS
Neil E. Rainwater --- Cullman
Wendell J. Smith --- Cullman

Billy W. Bryan --- Falkville
Charles E. Henke --- Cullman

Larry V. Payne --- Gadsden
William W. Haralson -- -

Scottsboro

40 YEARS
William Holt Hardin --- 

Scottsboro
Jimmy Davis --- Blountsville

Ed Allen, Jr. --- Centre
Jim Richard --- New Hope

Lewis H. Fuller --- Gadsden
Richard H. Parker, Jr. --- Florence 

Downtown

S. Greg Beadle --- Florence 
Downtown

35 YEARS
Richard P. Dean --- Hokes Bluff
Jesse Johnson, Jr. --- Huntsville 

Pacesetters
Boyce F. Guice --- Rainsville
Jean L. Hill --- Hokes Bluff 

Tawannah
Adrian B. McCowan --- Elkmont
Harold L. Jackson --- Huntsville 

Von Braun
Jimmy Mays---Winfield

Dennis C. Richardson --- Florence 
Downtown

30 YEARS
D. D. Wallace -- -Falkville

Sherman Guyton --- Gadsden-
Alabama City

Riley Smith --- Cullman

25 YEARS
John Larry West --- Double 

Springs
James Horsley --- Double Springs

Bennie I. Pointer --- Decatur
Curtis Hollingsworth --- Elkmont

Clara Campbell --- Hayden
Billy Joe Neal --- Gadsden-

Alabama City
Keary E. Chandler --- Rainsville

Robert Carpenter --- Killen
Max R. Sanders --- Moulton

Leon Crittendon --- Tuscumbia
Steve Dodd --- Brilliant

Alan Walker --- Cullman
Bobbie E. Reeves --- Hokes Bluff 

Tawannah
Pat Edwards --- Hokes Bluff 

Tawannah
David R. Fischer --- Fort Payne

Jimmie G. Reid --- Gurley
James E. Odom, Jr. --- Winfield
Lesley Hudson --- Blountsville

Your service and your valu-
able example for new Lions 
is indeed appreciated!

THANK YOU for what you 
have  done, are doing, and will 
be doing!

DG Anne
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DISTRICT 34-A DG 
Anne 

Shumaker

In and Around the District

DATES TO REMEMBER

SPECIAL MEMORIAL FOR LONG-TIME LION
Jerry Heard was an active Lion who personified Lions’ motto “WE SERVE.” At the Hokes Bluff antique car show, 
members displayed Lion Jerry’s beautifully-restored automobile  — as a salute to Lion Jerry’s contributions to 
Lions, his community, and state. Lion Jerry was killed in an auto accident in mid-2016 as he returned from Mont-
gomery following a gathering of the Silver-Haired Legislature  — which he served as treasurer.  

• EVERY MONTH — club reports
(If every club reports, we will show we are  very close to serving our  goal of 
300,000 fellow Alabama citizens).
• MARCH 10-11  — District A Convention in Cherokee County. Friday night 
reception at a mountaintop to honor guest ID, past and present district, state 
and   international  officers, past and present club presidents. ALL LIONS 
INVITED!
• SATURDAY — breakfast at museum, meeting at Chamber of Commerce, tours 
of historic sites, dinner,  birthday party at historic home. Accommodations 
available at Days Inn - 256- 927-1090 / Weiss Lake Lodge - 256-927-1501.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION                     
Share the 100M Served Video

Lions have reached the 100 million served 
mark in the Centennial Service Challenge! Cel-
ebrate this milestone with your club by sharing a 
special video featuring an address from Interna-
tional President Chancellor Corlew. Encourage 
your club to keep serving in the challenge to see 
how high we can climb. 

Travel through History                   
on the Lions Journey

Starting in October, Lions will be able to 
experience 100 years of history on the Lions 
Journey. This special online exhibit will pro-
vide an exciting, interactive journey of service in 
five installments: Lions Founding, International 
Growth and Expansion, Global Service, Peace 
and Understanding, and LCIF. We will unlock 

each section over the 
coming months on 
Lions100.org. 

Centennial 
Torches

C e n t e n n i a l 
Torches are being 
shipped to every con-
stitutional area and 
Africa to be used in a 
Centennial ceremony 
at every forum and 
the All Africa Con-
ference. The torches 
can be a great way to 
enhance other Lion 
events through the 
end of the Centenni-
al Celebration in June 
2018. If you have an 
idea for a Centennial torch ceremony in our area, 
contact your District Centennial Coordinator.

Visit Lions100.org
Visit the new Ways to Celebrate page for 

great ways to celebrate the Centennial in your 
communities.

Share Touchstone Stories and Centennial 
Videos with your club to build Centennial pride. 
The final video on LCIF will be released in 
November.



Hello Fellow Lions,
Congratulations Lions of 

Alabama the Lions International 
Centennial Service Challenge has 
already reached the 100 million 
people served mark in a little over 
2 years and we will continue to 
serve. Every club in the state of 
Alabama can feel proud of their 
accomplishments not only for these 
past few years but for what they’ve 
done throughout the 100 years of 
our existence as Lions. This goal 
was accomplished with only 61% 
of the clubs reporting (was your 
club one of these); just think what 
we can do with 100% of our clubs 
reporting by the time this challenge 
is over on June 30, 2018.  

 Are you as excited as I am 
about being a Lion?  As I visit clubs 
in the district I find lions are active 
in their communities, lions who go 
out of their way to serve those in 
need and they take pride in being 
called a Lion.  Are you that Lion?  
To quote President John F. Kennedy 
“Things do not happen, things are 
made to happen”.  We as lions make 
things happen every day through 
our service to the community.  1st 
VDG Pedro Pino, 2nd VDG Ray 
Miller and myself have been on 
the road quite a bit this past month 
and will continue to do so until 
every club in 34B has been visited 
and given any help we can offer to 
insure that the club needs are met. 
PDG Judy Pritchett (who is also 
the district secretary) is the Global 
Leadership Training representative 
for our district and is standing by 
to assist in any training the clubs 
need so just let us know what we 
can do to help.  Of the problems 
I’ve seen when visiting clubs is that 
a few haven’t received a password 
from LCI or that activities are not 
being reported when the monthly 
report is submitted.  In most cases 
a password can be obtained simply 
by submitting a PU101 form by mail 
to LCI directly and the activities 
report can be updated for the 
past three (3) months by going to 
the report section of MyLCI and 
submitting the updates, if you need 
any assistance please let us know. 

Here are a few things that 
are worth repeating from past 
newsletter: 

   1: The 100th International 
Convention is coming up in 
Chicago Jun 30-July 4, 2017 and 
the goal of MD34 is to have 100 
Lions attend, so if you’re interested 
(and I know you are) go to the LCI 
web page and on the top look for 
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DISTRICT 34-BDG 
Don 

Keesler

In and Around the District

Tuscaloosa Lions Club

LCICON and when you open that 
just scroll down until you find what 
you need.

   2: Our 3rd district cabinet 
meeting will be on January 21, 2017 
and will be hosted by the Tuscaloosa 
Lions. The Zone Chairs and club 
presidents will tell what their clubs 
are doing and a door prize will be 
given to a lucky winner.  The district 
convention will be held in Oxford, 
AL on March 18, 2017 and our 
quest speaker will be International 
Director Nicolin Carol Moore from 
Arima, Trinidad and Tobago. 

  3: Visit and like us on 
facebook and see what’s going on 
within your district.  We now have 
an E-district page that has links to 
what’s happening around the state 
and Lions International (go on 
the internet type in e-district.org/
site/34b) so check us out.  

Well until next time remember 
your club and your district are what 
you make it so let’s us all make it 
Great.

Smiling & Serving
DG Don

Hoover Lions receives new club locationDG Don receives peach from Clanton Lions Club
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DISTRICT 34-C DG 
Daryl 

McDaniel

DISTRICT 
34-C 
LCIF

1st Quarter 
UPDATE

CLUBS CORNER

In and Around the District
Hello Lions!

The months of September 
and October are busy months 
for Lions throughout the district, 
performing service activities. I 
learned about many of them as 
I visited clubs over the past few 
weeks. I continue to be impressed 
with the commitment of lions in 
our clubs, especially those that 
are small in numbers, but they 
serve with a big heart! I have sev-
eral more clubs on schedule to 
visit, so be aware of communica-
tions between your district gov-
ernor and your club officers in 
scheduling these visits.

One of our goals for 2016-
2017 is to reduce the number of 
dropped members by 10%. As of 
the time of writing this article, we 
have gained 33 new members but 
have dropped 57 current mem-
bers. That is about 1/3 of the total 
members dropped in all of last 
year. There are several tools avail-
able through the LCI website to 
help clubs in creating their mem-
bership growth program. We also 
have a motivated District GMT in 
PDG Ron Mitchell that is ready to 
assist your club in membership 
growth. 

As we face difficult tasks 
throughout the year in reaching 
the summit of the mountains 
of membership growth, leader-
ship development, and impact 
through service, we must keep 
focused on our shared vision that 
is identified in the Alabama Lions 
Forward Long-range Plan. That 
Vision is, “To be a global leader 
in community and humanitarian 
service.” It’s about empowering us 
lions to serve our communities. If 
your club has a successful mem-
bership and/or leadership devel-
opment plan that is working, 
please share with your neighbor-
ing clubs throughout the district. 

Please remember that your 
district leadership team is here 
to help you as local clubs and 
as lions. Keep informed of the 
latest happenings in District 34C 
through our Facebook page. Any-
one can add stories and photos 
of your club activities, so please 
make use of this social media 
platform.

Mark your calendars for 
attending our District Convention 
to be held in Demopolis, March 
3-4, 2017! As always, “WE SERVE!”

1st Vice District Governor 
Claudia Attends the Lions USA/
Canada Forum

“Leadership for Service”, 

was the theme for the 2016 USA/
Canada Leadership Forum.  The 
theme reflected the goal of equip-
ping Lions to meet the Centennial 
Service challenge in performing 
100 million acts of service. The 
best way to describe the forum is 
a large family reunion. Most Lions 
I came in contact with had made 
the annual trek to attend this 
event for decades. These Lions 
had served in every level of lead-
ership in their respective clubs 
and many at District level. The 
choice for seminars was wide and 
varied ranging from “Recruiting 
New Members” to “What to Expect 
as a District Governor”. The fea-
tured speakers were inspirational 
as all of them were high perform-
ing individuals and fellow Lions. 
On Saturday afternoon Lions had 
an opportunity to participate in 
one of three service projects to 
support the host city of Omaha  
– Packing Meals, Kidsight, and 
Eyeglass Recycling. This annual 
event is a great opportunity to 
connect with Lions from all over 
North America and to know the 
priorities and projects that work 
in other clubs. My discussions 
with fellow Lions proved again 
that each club is as unique as is 
the needs of each community it 
serves. The best part of the event 
is the opportunity to connect with 
other Lions. Thanks to technol-
ogy the connection didn’t end at 
the closing event. Each attendee 
was provided a “Paw” device. 
When two “Paw” devices touch a 
connection is made to share con-
tact information! Most seminars 
began with Lions roaming around 
the room “Giving some Paw”! Also 
the ”Paw” technology allowed for 
the downloading of briefing slides 
and presentations providing a 
paperless option. The seminar I 
enjoyed the most was “Revealing 
the New Lion Experience”. The 
seminar provided a view of the 
future of Lions Club International 
through video, the Lions strate-
gic plan, and offered an engaging 
workshop that allowed delegates 
to provide input to help shape the 
direction of LCI. I would summa-
rize my experience at the forum 
as an opportunity to embrace 
the past and plan for a successful 
future. While this year’s theme is 
“New Mountains to Climb”, the 
theme for the next three years will 
be simple and relevant for past, 
present and future – WE SERVE. 

DG Daryl McDaniel

Brewton Greater Brewton gets a 
welcomed visit by 1st Vice District 

Governor Claudia.

Pictured at right, 1st Vice District 
Governor Claudia Wigglesworth 
and husband, Daleville Past Club 

President Charlie.

DISTRICT 34C 
LCIF 1st Quarter UPDATE

$30,000.00 Goal...............$7920.00
100% Clubs ...................................0
Clubs presenting 
   Melvin Jones award ..................2
Melvin Jones award .....................4
Progressive Melvin Jones ............0
Clubs donations ...........................8



Lions Commemorative Coin Available Soon
The Lions Clubs International Century of 

Service Commemorative Coin will provide a 
worthy tribute to the millions of Lions who have 
served their communities during the last 100 
years. The US$1 coin will be available in early 
2017 to celebrate Lions Clubs International’s 
100th anniversary. In addition to highlighting a 
century of charitable services to people in need, 
a surcharge of US$10 for every commemorative 
coin sold – without any cost to taxpayers – will 
be donated to Lions Clubs International Foun-
dation. These funds will support ongoing Lions programs that assist the visu-
ally impaired, disabled, youth and those affected by major disasters. 

The first strike for the Lions Commemorative Coin will take place the 
week of 11/7 with coin sales scheduled to begin in January 2017. 
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By PID Yamandu Acosta

Fellow lions, the day has 
arrived to make serious plans for 
the International Convention.

Approval of the information 
disclosed in this article will be 
effective after the Council Meet-
ing on November 19, 2016. This 
is just a preview of some of the 
ideas on the table.

The international parade 
will be the highlight of our activi-
ties in Chicago. The committee 
is so exited envisioning the large 
delegation of Alabama Lions 
parading in a classic uniform 
depicting our Southern Heritage, 
and proudly displaying our State 
Projects. How will this be done is 
very challenging and requires the 
commitment of our delegates.

The parade will start with 
the Governors Elect, followed by 
their wives and then our all-star 
band hopefully with 100 mem-
bers. Your clubs must make a 
decision right now if you are will-
ing to help with this band proj-
ect, every amount is welcome, 
but full sponsorship of one stu-
dent at $ 900 dollars will be great.

After the band, we will have 
the Alabama International Family 
riding horse drawn carriages (2), 
followed by 10 + ladies dressed 
in Antebellum dresses provided 
by the Convention Committee 
from the Mobile, AL Costume 
Store. Those ladies interested in 
participate will need to fill out 
a form with physical measure-
ments to fit the dresses before 
January 30th. They will be car-
rying a parasol and wear tennis 
or walking shoes. The dresses 
are for summer. If you have your 
own it saves the committee $ 
80.00+. Just let the Convention 
Chair know of your intentions.

After the ladies, feather ban-
ners (6) of them with the names 
of the State project will be car-
ried by one of the members of 
each of the State projects. It will 

be very colorful.  Then we will 
have the delegation marching 
all in a colorful uniform of red 
and white combination shirt 
and black pants. The cost of the 
shirts is $ 20.00 and the members 
have to order it. The band will 
be dressed also in this fashion. 
The Committee will provide wide 
brim hats for the ladies and tra-
ditional summer southern hats 
for the gentleman. It was very 
accelerating and stimulant to see 
the committee members (14 of 
them) coming up with ideas to 
make the parade unforgettable. 
Our delegation will enter in the 
parade competition, so only uni-
formed members will have the 
opportunity to parade.

The Committee is sponsor-
ing a bus to go to Chicago on June 
29, returning on July 6, leaving 
from Birmingham and stopping 
in Decatur, AL. Then straight to 
Chicago to the Sheraton Hotel of 
Chicago. The cost of the bus will 
be around $190.00 per passenger. 

The Hotel cost $ $160.00 per 
night + 17% making it about $ 
190.00 a day, or $ 1,140.00 for the 
whole stay. It is not cheap; but 
this is a unique opportunity of a 
life time to be part of the Centen-
nial celebration of Lions Clubs 
International. The members of 
the Convention Committee will 
visit the club, Cabinet meetings, 
and district conventions and 
provide shirt, as well as antebel-
lum request forms.

Lions, we are living a very 
exciting time in our association, 
we are witnessing an event only 
possible every 100 years. Please 
let your heart bounce with hap-
piness and desire to help the 
needed and the underprivileged. 
You are members of the only 
organization whose purpose is 
to Serve and WE do it together. 
So get your spirit up and send at 
least one member to the celebra-
tion in Chicago, the experience 
will be a memorable one.

International Convention 
Committee plans

Frequently asked questions (FAQ’s)
•	 How	much	does	it	cost	to	sponsor	a	student?
•	 We	are	finalizing	the	amount	at	this	time,	but	for	100	students,	the	amount	is	$900.	Funds	can	come	

from ANYWHERE, or ANYONE.
•	 What	type	of	student	are	we	seeking?
•	 The	typical	band	student	is	a	sophomore	or	junior,	although	we	occasionally	see	a	senior	or	fresh-

man.  Seniors have already graduated and may not be interested, and freshmen may not be mature enough 
for this trip.

•	 How	does	a	student	become	a	member	of	the	Lions	Centennial	Band?
•	 Once	funds	have	been	received	from,	or	on	behalf	of	a	Lions	Club,	the	Club	specifies	the	school	the	

student should be come from.  Our Band Director contacts your band for an appropriate student, based upon 
character, leadership, musical ability and instrumentation needs of the Lions Band. 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me via email at: AlaLionsBand@aol.com, or call 
205.979.6371. 

You may mail all donations, (made out to: Alabama Lions Band) to:     
Alabama Lions Band - c/o PCC Ken Vaudo, 

3337 Shallowford Road. Birmingham, AL 35216
In Lionism,

PCC Ken Vaudo, Chairperson
Alabama Lions Band Committee

WE SERVE

Fellow Lions
I wanted to provide an update on our 100 mem-

ber BAND initiative. We are getting closer and closer!!!

See below for pledged clubs and donations, by 
district as of this writing.  We are more than Halfway 

to our GOAL of 100 students. We need 40 more spon-
sorships ASAP.  The cutoff date for sponsoring a band 
student is the end of March, 2017, BUT, in order to 
plan and reserve lodging, events, transportation, etc., 
we need to know RIGHT NOW how many students 
the Lions of Alabama want to send to Chicago.  

Alabama Lions High School Centennial Star Band
Update October 2016

IS YOUR CLUB ON THE LIST BELOW??
SEND IN YOUR SPONSORSHIPS, 

PLEDGE or Donations RIGHT NOW

If I have not included you on the list above, please let me know, so I can add your name to the list.  

The time to ACT is NOW.                       WILL YOUR Club BE Added Above?
Want to Sponsor ?? CALL, EMAIL, Let us KNOW RIGHT AWAY-We need to Make RESERVATIONS-NOW!!!!!!!
If you have sponsored, please send your funds NOW if possible, we need to start making deposits NOW!!!

Need a program ??? CALL, EMAIL, Let us KNOW RIGHT AWAY



CHILDREN WITH DIABETES 
THANK ALABAMA LIONS 
FOR SUPPORTING CAMP 

SEALE HARRIS!
As we head into a season of 

thankfulness, SDES-Camp Seale 
Harris and children with diabetes 
say “thank you” to all the indi-
vidual Lions Clubs and individual 
Lions that personally give and 
volunteer for Camp Seale Har-
ris and CSH Community Family 
Programs!

Camp Seale Harris has grown 
to over 9 locations where chil-
dren and families learn and are 
encouraged in overnight camps, 
day camps, and family programs. 
Over 30 separate camps or pro-

gram events are conducted annu-
ally serving over 1500 partici-
pants.  Many Lions Clubs volun-
teer at programs and 84 clubs pro-
vided sponsorships this year. Each 
club’s giving is needed, noticed 
and appreciated by the families in 
your community and throughout 
the state!  

Lions help in the now year-
round SDES programs where 
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LIONS and LCIF

November is Diabetes Awareness Month

Most of you are aware of 
the flooding that occurred in 
August in Louisiana where news 
reports indicate more than 60,000 
homes had major damage or total 
destruction.  A few days later, there 
was news of the earthquake affect-
ing many thousands of people in 
the central part of Italy.  As I write 
this, Hurricane Matthew has just 
completed its travels through the 
islands of the Caribbean and up 
the US Atlantic coast, with dam-
ages projected to be in the billions 
of dollars, and more than 1,000 
lives lost, mostly in Haiti, but with 
many in the US.  I feel sure the 
number of lost lives will continue 
to increase as recovery efforts con-
tinue.

LCIF is responding:  In Loui-
siana with two $ 10,000 Emergen-
cy Grants approved as requested 
by District Governors, and with 
a Major Catastrophe Grant of $ 
100,000 approved for the area.  
There was also a Major Catastro-
phe Grant of $ 100,000 approved 
for the Italy earthquake area.  Help 
is needed and the need is great.  
With Hurricane Matthew, rest 
assured LCIF will respond as well.

Where do LCIF funds come 
from?  Individual Lions and our 
Lions Clubs contribute the vast 
majority of these funds.

What can we do to help?  I 
encourage you to help those 
affected by making a tax deduct-
ible financial contribution to LCIF.  
These donations are eligible for 
Melvin Jones Fellowship recogni-

tion, and contributions may be 
made by individual Lions or by 
Clubs. 

How does one make a dona-
tion?  Go to the website:  www.lcif.
org  where detailed information is 
provided about LCIF, Melvin Jones 
Fellowships, and how to donate.  
Contributions can be made online 
via the website, or you can mail a 
check.  You can to designate your 
donation to the area of need, but 
disaster relief is my suggestion at 
this time.  When you give to the 
Foundation, you can be sure that 
your contribution is making a dif-
ference in the lives of people in 
need.  

Lions are there to pro-
vide help to the people of these 
affected areas, and many Lions 
are included as being affected by 
these disasters as well.  We have 
experienced disaster throughout 
our state, and the Lions of Ala-
bama have a history of receiving 
more assistance from LCIF than 
we have donated to LCIF.  This 
assistance also comes in the form 
of Standard Grants, and our hopes 
are that Alabama Lions will con-
tinue to be awarded and rewarded 
with LCIF funding on a regular 
basis as applications are made.  I 
ask the Lions of MD-34 to step up; 
consider this need, and do your 
part to help as We Serve!

“Where there is a need, there 
is a Lion”.

Thank you,
CC George Head, LCIF 

Chair, 34-B

children learn to manage their 
diabetes, and maintain their pre-
cious eyesight. Programs in every 
area of the state provide clubs with 
opportunities for volunteerism 
and sponsorship of children.  

DOES CAMP SEALE HARRIS 
HELP CHILDREN? YES!
 Our camper parents were 

surveyed to share results of their 
child’s participation, and this year 
100% of parents said their child 
increased improved skill in critical 
diabetes care areas such as: test-
ing blood sugar, injecting insulin, 
treating high and low blood sug-
ars, and managing their insulin 
pump.  These are the skills that 
save sight and reduce other dev-
astating complications.  We asked, 
“What excites you most about 
Camp Seale Harris?” answers 
from grateful parents:

“It’s the one week out of the 
year that my teenage son is com-
pletely surrounded by other diabet-
ic teens. I believe the bonding and 
relating among the kids goes a long 
way even after camp is over. The 
teen years are some of the toughest. 
Throw in diabetes, and it makes it 
even tougher. Camp gives my son 
support, information, and encour-
agement that I truly believe ben-
efits him all year long.”

“Working with the doctor’s 
and other nurses to help parents 
and kids understand the impor-
tance of healthy living and control-
ling diabetes on a daily basis.”

“My child doesn’t have to feel 
alone or different.”

 “My daughter gets to just be a 
kid for once and enjoy herself and 
learn about her diabetes and how 
to take better care of herself in a fun 
and educational environment and 
that she gets to be around other 
children and adults that under-
stand what she goes through on a 
daily basis with her diabetes.”

“After the first day of day camp 
my son came home giving himself 
his own shots, after I had tried to 
get him to do for the past year and 
half. Just that alone made camp 
worth it for me and the fact he 
enjoyed going every day was just 
a bonus.”

“The fact that everyone is 

the same.  My daughter is typi-
cally pulled away from activities in 
order to check blood sugar, and her 
friends normally run off and leave 
her.  Not at Camp Seale Harris!”

“The confidence he came back 
with!  Being around other kids 
who are dealing with the same 
fears, frustrations, and changes as 
him seemed to break down a bar-
rier he had put around himself 
since his diagnosis.  Now he is 
comfortable with talking about his 
diabetes and is more confident in 
the daily routine of managing his 
diabetes.  It was amazing . . . after 
just one week!! I am very thankful 
. . . to every single person who is 
involved.”

YOUR SUPPORT IS 
APPRECIATED!

Lions can rest assured that 
every donation has an enormous 
impact on a child, and gives hope 
to an entire family. Families are 
contacting us now about avail-
able sponsorships for 2017 camps. 
Many families don’t know that a 
Lions Club in their community 
can help them. If your club can 
sponsor a child, we will connect 
your donation to a child in your 
community. We project requests 
for over $475,000 in sponsorships, 
scholarships, and community 
programs costs.  Every club and 
every individual Lion makes a dif-
ference in the number of children 
served.  Please consider including 
SDES in your club’s charity budget 
for the 2017 Camp Seale Harris 
program year now.  Thank you!

UPCOMING EVENTS 
AND PROGRAMS

Community Programs 
(added monthly)
• October –Auburn/East AL Fall 

Family Day 
• October –Anniston/NE AL Fall 
Family Day 
• November –Montgomery/River 
Region Fall Family Day 
• November –Mobile/Baldwin Fall 
Family Day 

Check website for 2017 events 
in Gadsden, Huntsville, Mobile, 
Cullman, and more!

CAMPS
Family Camps - 

$1,200 Sponsorships
• 10/21-23, 2016 – Camp Seale 
Harris Fall Family Camp - ASCCA
• 4/7-9, 2017 – Camp Seale Harris 
Spring Family Camp - Mobile
• June 1-3, 2017 – Camp Seale 
Harris Summer Family Camp - 
ASCCA
• October 20-22, 2017 – Camp 
Seale Harris Fall Family Camp - 
ASCCA

2017 Children’s Overnight 
Camps - $1,200 Sponsorships

• 2/17-21 – Camp Seale Harris 
Teen Leadership 
• 6/4-9    – Camp Seale Harris 
Senior Week
• 6/11-16 – Camp Seale Harris 
Junior Week
• 7/24-28 – Coastal Camp Seale 
Harris

2017 Children’s Day Camps - 
$500 Sponsorships

• 6/19-23 – Dothan
• 6/26-30 – Huntsville
• 7/10-14 – Tuscaloosa
• 7/17-21 – Birmingham
• 7/24-28 – Mobile

Heartfelt thanks,
Lion Rhonda McDavid

Executive Director, SDES
Rhonda@southeasterndiabetes.

org
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What a treat to spend three days 
in Omaha, Nebraska in September 
together with maybe 2,000 Lions! 
The 40th Annual USA/Canada Lions 
Leadership Forum was a most suc-
cessful event once again, and I feel 
sure I am correct when I say it was 
enjoyed by all attending, including 
the nine members from the Alabama 
Lions Pride.

We were honored to have with 
us International President Bob Cor-
lew, 1st VP Naresh Aggarwal, Imme-
diate Past International President Dr. 
Jitsuhiro Yamada, each of the current 
International Directors from both the 
USA and Canada, along with “many” 
Past International Officers of LCI.

This is a learning opportuni-
ty with a wide variety of seminars 
being held each day, providing each 
attendee with a multiple choice of 
topics as to which event to attend. 
Seminar Presenters included our 
Lions International Family mem-
bers - both Past and Present, LCI 
Staff, and various other Lions Lead-
ers from around our two countries. 
And of course, much information 
was shared regarding the Lions Cen-
tennial and coming events that we 
can look forward to, including a look 
to the future of Lions Service beyond 
the Centennial. Combine that with 
four Keynote speakers, each of 
whom brought a most dynamic mes-
sage of encouragement to make each 
Lion want to rededicate ourselves to 
Serve!

Personally, this was the third 
Forum that I have had the opportu-
nity to enjoy, and I think it was far 
and above the best yet.  The General 
Chairperson of the Forum, PID Gary 
Anderson of Minnesota, along with 
members of the Planning Commit-
tee, and the Lions of Nebraska Host 
Committee are to be applauded for 
their efforts in Leading the Forum 
in Omaha.

It is not too early for you to 
begin thinking about next year’s 
Forum in Portland, Oregon, Septem-
ber 21 - 23, 2017.  Alabama’s own PID 
Lowell Bonds will serve as General 
Chairperson, and he has been quite 
busy over the past many months in 
preparation of the Portland Forum.  
I encourage you to consider attend-
ing if possible.  As this will be the 
second Forum within the “Heart” of 
our Centennial Celebration, I know 
PID Lowell and his fellow Lion Com-
mittee members will have the Best 
Forum Yet as we review 100 years as 
Lions and look to the future of Lions 
Service!

George Head, 
Council Chair

Having fun at the 7th Annual Extreme Experience Retreat!LIONS 
FORUM


