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As Lions, we are well into our 
celebration of 100 years of Service. As 
we approach the holiday season, let’s 
all remember that Christmas is also 
a Special time for Celebration, a 
time for friends and family, a time 
for giving, a time for helping those 
who may be less fortunate, a time for 
remembrance of Christmas’s 
past, and a time for hearts 
to be filled with Joy, but also 
for many a time for grief.   
Lion Doris, our Editor found a 
few stories that she and I thought 

would be most appropriate to share with our 
fellow Lions during this Special Season. As 

each of you Celebrate this Special time 
of the year, our Thanks go out to you 

for your Service as you help those 
in need, for “Where there is a need, 

there is a Lion.” May these 
stories fill your hearts with an 
extra special feeling.

Merry Christmas 
and Best Wishes for 

the New Year!
CC George and Lion Doris

I hurried into the local department store to 
grab some last minute Christmas gifts. I looked 
at all the people and grumbled to myself. I 
would be in here forever and I just had so much 
to do. Christmas was beginning to become 
such a drag. I kinda wished that I could just 
sleep through Christmas. But I hurried the 
best I could through all the people to the toy 
department. Once again I kind of mumbled 
to myself at the prices of all these toys. And 
wondered if the grandkids would even play 
with them. 

I found myself in the doll aisle. Out of 
the corner of my eye I saw a little boy about 5 
holding a lovely doll. He kept touching her hair 
and he held her so gently. I could not seem 
to help myself. I just kept looking over at the 
little boy and wondered who the doll was for. 
I watched him turn to a woman and he called 
his aunt by name and said, “Are you sure I 
don’t have enough money” She replied a bit 
impatiently, “You know that you don’t have 
enough money for it. The aunt told the little 
boy not to go anywhere that she had to go get 
some other things and would be back in a few 
minutes. And then she left the aisle. The boy 
continued to hold the doll. 

After a bit I asked the boy who the doll was 
for. He said, “It is the doll my sister wanted so 
badly for Christmas. She just knew that Santa 
would bring it.” I told him that maybe Santa 
was going to bring it. He said “No, Santa can’t 
go where my sister is…I have to give the doll to 

my Momma to take to her”. I 
asked him where his sister 
was. 

He looked at me 
with the saddest eyes 
and said “She has gone 
to be with Jesus”. My 

Daddy says that Momma 
is going to have to go be 

with her. My heart 
nearly stopped 
beating. Then the boy 
looked at me again 

and said, “I told my Daddy 

to tell Momma not to go yet. I told him to tell 
her to wait till I got back from the store”. Then 
he asked me if I wanted to see his picture. I 
told him I would love to. He pulled out some 
pictures he’d had taken at the front of the store. 
He said “I want my Momma to take this with 
her so she doesn’t ever forget me.” 
“I love my Momma so 
very much and I wish 
she did not have to 
leave me”. “But 
Daddy says 
she will 
need to 
be with 
my sister.”  
I saw that 
the little 
boy had 
l o w e r e d 
his head and had 
grown so very quiet. 
While he was not looking I reached into my 
purse and pulled out a handful of bills. I asked 
the little boy, “Shall we count that money one 
more time?” He grew excited and said “Yes, I 
just know it has to be enough”. So I slipped my 
money in with his and we began to count it. 

Of course it was plenty for the doll. He 
softly said, “Thank you Jesus for giving me 
enough money.” Then the boy said “I just 
asked Jesus to give me enough money to buy 
this doll so Momma can take it with her to 
give to my sister.” “And he heard my prayer”. 
“I wanted to ask him for enough to buy my 
Momma a white rose, but I didn’t ask him, but 
he gave me enough to buy the doll and a rose 
for my Momma.” “She loves white roses so 
very very much”. 

In a few minutes the aunt came back and 
I wheeled my cart away. I could not keep from 
thinking about the little boy as I finished my 
shopping in a totally different spirit than when 
I had started. And I kept remembering a story I 
had seen in the newspaper several days earlier 

about a drunk driver hitting a car and 
killing a little girl and the Mother was in 

serious condition. The 
family was deciding 

on rather to 
remove the 

life support. 
Now surely 
this little 

boy did not 
belong with 

that story. 
Two days 

later I read 
in the paper 

where the family had 
disconnected the life support and the young 
woman had died. I could not forget the little 
boy and just kept wondering if the two were 
somehow connected. Later that day, I could 
not help myself and I went out and bought 
some white roses and took them to the funeral 
home where the young woman was. And 
there she was holding a lovely white rose, the 
beautiful doll, and the picture of the little boy 
in the store. 

I left there in tears, my life changed 
forever. The love that little boy had for his little 
sister and his mother was overwhelming. And 
in a split second a drunk driver had ripped 
the life of that little boy to pieces. “We make a 
living by what we get; we make a life by what 
we give.”

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

A Touching Christmas Story



Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value oth-
ers above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others.  

— Philippians 2:3

As we enter this Holiday season I 
thought it appropriate for my monthly 
inspirational quote to come from the Bible. 
By the time you read this you will have 
already celebrated Thanksgiving with fam-
ily and loved ones. Our next holiday is 
Christmas, celebrating the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We will finish 
up the holidays celebrating the beginning 

of a new year.
It is the time of year to reflect back on 

all that has happened in our lives over the 
last 12 months. There have been joyous 
times, the miracle of birth, the wedding of 
a child  and sad times such as the passing 
of a loved one that we can be comforted in 
knowing they have gone on to a place of 
eternal joy and peace.

We as Lions are truly blessed to live 
in the greatest country in the world where 
we are allowed to serve our fellow man 
unencumbered by any person or law. Our 
freedom has allowed Alabama Lions to 
serve over 5,000 patients through the Ala-
bama Lions Eye Clinic at Callahan Hospi-

tal over the last 12 months. Through the 
support of Lions throughout Alabama we 
have screened over 12,000 children and 
over 3,000 adults through 59 eye screen-
ings at schools, churches, children’s dia-
betic camps, Girl Scout camps, Boys and 
Girls Clubs, Homeless Coalition programs, 
Alabama Industries for the Deaf & Blind 
programs, and much, much more.    

From the bottom of my heart I want 
to thank each and every Lion in Alabama 
that has helped us serve the poor through 
your generous donations and volunteer 
services.

Lions of Alabama truly live up to this 
month’s inspirational quote from the Bible, 

“we value others above ourselves” through 
our service to those most in need in our 
communities and throughout Alabama.

This Holiday Season, please consider 
making a personal tax deductable dona-
tion to your Alabama Lions Sight Conser-
vation Association or a donation as a club, 
company or organization so that we can 
continue to serve “the least of these” in 
Alabama! 

From all of us at Alabama Lions Sight, 
we wish you and your loved ones a happy 
and blessed Holiday Season!

Yours in Service,                                                                                                                 
Lion Durden   

— Page 2 —

VISIONS
ALS Executive Director’s Report

PATIENTS SEEN IN THE LIONS EYE CLINIC
• 3,466 patients seen year-to-date 

• 323 were in the month of October

Durden 
Dean

Dr. 
Elizabeth 
Keeble

3rd year
resident

Dr. Hong 
Van Le

2nd year
resident

Meet our DOCTORS

Each month the Lions Club will introduce a doctor.

At the Tuesday night meeting of the Fort Payne Lions Club; Dunden Dean, 
Executive Director Alabama Lions Sight, was our guest and he received a 
$3400.00 toward the support of Alabama Lions Sight.  Pictured are Dunden 
Dean & Lions Club president Frank Harper.

ATTENTION 
ALL 

CLUBS: 
Please provide the name 

and phone number 
of your Site Chairman to 
Paula in the ALSCA of-

fice. This information will 
greatly assist her in getting 
requests from individuals 

to the correct people.

On Saturday, November 5th Camp 
Seal Harris, in association with the 
River Region Lions Clubs, sponsored 
a family fun day for diabetic chil-
dren and their families at Camp 
Chandler in Wetumpka Al. Over 
30 children and family members 
had a wonderful time paddle boat-
ing, canoeing, fishing, shooting and 
archery. All activities and lunch 
was provided for free for all par-
ticipants by the generous support 
of the 7 River Region Lions Clubs. 
Lions on hand to lend their support 
were CC George Head, PZC Larry 
Bryant and PDG Durden Dean



MERRY CHRISTMAS!
 HAPPY HANUKKAH! 

HAPPY EID!

HAPPY HOLIDAY CEL-
EBRATIONS to all Lions, their 
families and their friends. May 
this special season of the year be 
a time of happiness for families 
and peace for our world! AND 
may the season encourage all of 
us to live the Lions motto “WE 
SERVE.”

It is indeed encouraging to 
learn of the many compassion-
ate service projects conducted 
throughout the year by 34-A 
Lions!

However, the many “sec-
ond mile” service  efforts dur-
ing the holidays do indeed show 
our concern for people and  sit-
uations in our communities, 
state, nation and world! LIONS 
ARE  MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
FOR THE BETTER!

Providing weekend food for 
students who have neither food 
nor a  way to cook, taking chil-
dren shopping for needed items, 
providing  bags of groceries for 
families in need, awarding col-
lege  scholarships, paying for 
eyeglasses and exams, holding 
diabetic information sessions 
and meals, taking children on 
field trips and to special events, 
providing transportation to holi-
day programs for senior citizens 
unable to drive, decorating pub-
lic buildings, sponsoring holiday 

parades, sending greeting cards 
to residents of nursing homes/
assisted living centers/senior liv-
ing complexes---and even jails-
--, and  sending thank you cards 
to  law enforcement/fire depart-
ment/ emergency medical per-
sonnel are JUST SOME of 34-A 
Lions’ community contributions 
during the holiday season! 

CONGRATULATIONS!
 THANK YOU! 

HURRAH!

SPECIAL EVENT! 
DISTRICT 34-A CONVENTION!

MARCH 10-11---CHERO-
KEE COUNTY.  WE ARE GOING 
TO CELEBRATE LIONS’ 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY IN GRAND 
STYLE!

COME ONE AND ALL! 
AMONG THE EVENTS: A LATE 
FRIDAY  RECEPTION TO WEL-
COME OUR GUEST INTERNA-
TIONAL DIRECTOR, A SATUR-
DAY MORNING BREAKFAST AT 
THE CHEROKEE MUSEUM, A 
SHORT PATRIOTIC AND BUSI-
NESS SESSION,TOURS TO SCE-
NIC AND HISTORIC SITES,  A 
FESTIVE LUNCHEON, AND A 
BIRTHDAY PARTY BANQUET.

Registration and meals---
$42 total.

Overnight accommodations 
available at Days Inn in Cen-
tre (256-927- 1090), Weiss Lake 
Lodge (256-927- 1501), the secret 
bed and breakfast (256-523-
3825). Additional Information: 
256-706-9921.
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DISTRICT 34-A DG 
Anne 

Shumaker

In and Around the District

2016-17 DG Team relays Certificate of Appreciation to 2015-16 District Governor George Skezas.

Alabama City Lions recognized for 25 Years of Service. Shown 
are Billy Joe Neal and Club President Sherry Underwood.

At Centre Lions’ 55th Radio Day - Cherokee County High 
School Leos helped Centre Lions read ads during the October 

16th Radio Day broadcast via radio station WEIS. L to R: 
LEO’s Madison Hunter and Blake Eads; RD chair Lion Gaylon 

Hammett, Lions Debbie Taylor and Yvonne Salmoni.

Above, Altoona/Walnut 
Grove/West End receives 

Lions Highway Sign - 
Lions Club president Robert 

Moxley accepts sign from DG 
Shumaker. The club was one 
of three that received signs 

for top attendance at the first 
district cabinet meeting. One 
of the 34-A goals for 2016-17 

is that every club post a 
highway to help make 
citizens more aware 

of Lions Clubs.



Well here it is November 
already and the holidays are right 
around the corner, Thanksgiving 
first then Christmas dinner with 
family and friends what a great time 
of the year.  I want to wish each 
and every Lion a Happy Holidays 
and want you to think about the 
thousands of families (men, women 
and children) in Alabama who will 
go hungry this holiday season and 
ask each Lions Club to provide a 
meal for at least one family this 
season.  Think of the happiness in 
their hearts knowing that someone 
cares and the feeling you’ll have 
knowing that you help provide a 
meal to a family in need, come on, 
48 clubs helping 48 families we can 
do it, we as Lions of District 34B 
have already helped serve over 100 
million people so let’s keep serving.

As the 1st VDG, 2nd VDG 
and myself have visited clubs in 
our district we’ve found that all 
clubs have been busy in their 
communities doing a variety 
of projects like eye screenings, 
reading to the children, handing 
out dictionaries/ thesauruses, 
sponsoring of a Creek  Indian 
tribe for the dedication of a sports 
complex  and many more things. 
What we found out though is clubs 
are still not reporting their activities 
to MyLCI so please if you have a 
problem with this let me know and 
I’ll have the district training person 
PDG Judy Pritchett contact you.  
I had the opportunity to present 
99 Milestone Chevron Awards to 
members of our district who had 
anywhere from 10-65 years as 
Lions, I would like to personally 
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DISTRICT 34-BDG 
Don 

Keesler

In and Around the District

Leeds Lions

thank the Lions for their combined 
2080 years of devoted service to 
their communities.  Don’t you all 
agree?

Our 2nd District 34B Cabinet 
meeting was conducted on 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 in 
Auburn, AL and I want to thank the 
Auburn and Opelika Lions Clubs 
for sponsoring this event and the 
Valley Lions Club for donating $ 
1,000 to Alabama Lions Sight. The 
food was great, good door prizes 
and the atmosphere was relaxed, 
the only thing missing was enough 
members to properly conduct the 
business of electing a 2nd VDG, so 
on November 3, 2016 a conference 
call was conducted and PDG Mark 
Aldridge was elected to fill this 
position. We had a grand total of 
18 Lions at the meeting which was 
down from the previous meeting 
where we had 29 members.  We 
need to improve our attendance 
record at these meetings and I 
encourage every Lion within 34B 
(along with other Lions) to come 
out and see what’s going on in their 
district after all it’s you who make 
this such a great district.  With that 
being said the next District Meeting 
is on Jan 21, 2017 and will be held at 
the Forrest Lake United Methodist 
Church on 1711 4th Ave Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35401 with registration starting 
from 8-9am and meeting at 9am 
ending around 2pm.   Let’s all pull 
together and make this the best 
district in Alabama, so I’ll See Ya in 
Tuscaloosa.

Serving & Smiling
DG Don Keesler

Talladega Lions Lion Hershel of the Moody Club gets to close for comfort. 

Doris hope this works. Photos 1) , 2) , 3) and 4) 
Don

Vernon Lions
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DISTRICT 34-C DG 
Daryl 

McDaniel

ATTENTION

In and Around the District

Dear Lions of Alabama,
This is such a great time to be a 
Lion!  It doesn’t seem possible 
that more than half of the Cen-
tennial Celebration period has 
already passed.  The excitement 
is growing as the 100th Interna-
tional Convention draws closer 
and closer.  As of today, only 226 
days remain before the greatest 
convention in the history of our 
association will convene in Chi-
cago.  I hope many of you are 
planning to attend.  We would like 
to have at least 100 Alabama Lions 
attend this once in a lifetime event 
as we bring our first 100 years to a 
close and embark on our journey 
to begin our second century of 
service.
Arrangements are being made 
to provide bus transportation 
to Chicago.  The bus will depart 
on Thursday, June 29, 2017 and 
return on Wednesday, July 5, 2017.  
You can sit back and enjoy letting 
someone else do the driving while 
you fellowship with Lions from 
across the state.  It is sure to be 
a fun trip, not to mention saving 
the $50.00 plus cost for parking 
per day in Chicago, the expense 
of the gas and 24 or more hours of 
driving in your car.  The cost esti-
mate for the round trip on the bus 
is $195.00 per person.  Cost may 
vary slightly based upon the num-
ber of riders on the bus.  To lock 
in the prices, we need to identify 
those that want to ride the bus as 
soon as possible.  If you would like 
to take advantage of this alterna-
tive transportation, please contact 
me as soon as possible.  A $100.00 
deposit must be received by Janu-
ary 29th, 2017 to secure your seat.  
The due date for the final payment 
will be announced later. 
The International Parade will be 
held on Saturday, July 1st.  Plans 
are for the Alabama delegation, 
including the Alabama Lions 
High School All-Star Band, to 
wear matching polo shirts dur-
ing the parade. The shirts will be 
red and white polos with embroi-
dered emblems and cost $25.00 
each.  All our delegation will be 
required to wear the parade uni-
form consisting of the red and 
white polo and black pants.  If you 
are the adventurous type person 
and would like to take the excite-

ment level even higher during the 
parade, we have an opportunity 
for you!  We are encouraging 10 
– 12 women to wear antebellum 
dresses and the same number of 
men to wear period correct suits.  
The dresses and suits will be rent-
ed from a costume company in 
Atlanta, GA and will be provided 
to the men and women wearing 
them free of charge.  If you would 
like to play a special role and wear 
one of these costumes I have a 
form for you to fill out so we can 
obtain the correct size.
If you have not yet registered for 
the 100th International Conven-
tion, I encourage you to do so as 
soon as possible.  The registra-
tion fee will increase from $130.00 
to $180.00 on January 14, 2017 
and to $200.00 on May 1, 2017.  
In addition to all the convention 
activities, tours of our headquar-
ters in Oak Brook, Melvin Jones’ 
grave, museum tours and more 
will be available.  This convention 
will be a celebration you will truly 
enjoy.  If you have questions or 
would like to obtain a form to pur-
chase a parade shirt, ride the bus, 
or order an antebellum dress or 
suit please contact me at the tele-
phone number or email address 
shown above.
The Centennial Committee would 
also like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your contributions 
to the success of our celebration.  
Through your efforts we have 
served record numbers of indi-
viduals, added many new Lions 
to our family, and are complet-
ing Community Legacy Projects 
throughout the state.  Alabama 
Lions’ rich heritage is reason 
enough to celebrate but combine 
it with all the other areas of the 
world and you have a celebration 
like no other.  You can witness 
and participate in this unique cel-
ebration by attending the 100th 
International Convention June 30 
– July 4, 2017.  We hope to see you 
in Chicago!

In service,
PCC Ron Seybold

MD-34 Centennial Coordinator
40 County Road 1176

Cullman, Alabama  35057
Phone: (256) 531-6075

E-Mail: lionron@bellsouth.net
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PHILADELPHIA - The United States 
Mint (Mint) today hosted a ceremonial 
strike event at its Philadelphia facility for 
the 2017 Lions Clubs International Centen-
nial Silver Dollar.

“The United States Mint is proud to 
honor one of the most well-known and 
highly regarded service organizations,” said 
Mint Principal Deputy Director Jeppson. 
“Service is a core value of the Mint, and the 
Lions Clubs is one of the best examples of 
service not only here in the United States, 
but across the world.”

Jeppson was joined by James Frank-
lin Moore, III, chairperson of the Lions 
Clubs International Centennial Committee. 
Moore, who struck the first proof silver dol-
lar coin during the ceremony, remarked: 
“Lions Clubs International is honored to be 
among a relatively few organizations to be 
included in the United States Mint Com-
memorative Coin program. This is a won-
derful way to mark our 100 years of global 
humanitarian service.”

Public Law 112-181 authorizes the 
Mint to strike and issue up to 400,000 silver 
dollar coins with designs emblematic of the 
Lions Clubs International centennial.

The coin’s obverse (heads) features 
a portrait of founder Melvin Jones paired 
with the Lions Clubs International logo. 
Inscriptions are “LIBERTY,” “IN GOD WE 
TRUST,” “MELVIN JONES,” “FOUNDER,” 
and “2017.” The obverse was designed by 

United States Mint Artistic Infusion Pro-
gram (AIP) Designer Joel Iskowitz and 
sculpted by United States Mint Sculptor-
Engraver Joseph Menna.

The reverse (tails) depicts a male and 
female lion with a lion cub superimposed 
over a globe. Inscriptions are “UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA,” “$1,” “E PLURIBUS 
UNUM,” and “CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
OF SERVICE.” The reverse was designed 
by AIP Designer Patricia Lucas-Morris and 
sculpted by United States Mint Sculptor-
Engraver Don Everhart.

The price of each Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Centennial Silver Dollar will include 
a $10 surcharge that is authorized to be paid 
to the Lions Clubs International Founda-
tion to further its programs for the blind 
and visually impaired in the United States 
and abroad; invest in adaptive technologies 
for the disabled; and invest in youth and 
those affected by a major disaster.

The United States Mint will announce 
the coin’s release date and additional pric-
ing information in 2017.

On June 7, 2017, Lions Clubs Inter-
national will celebrate 100 years of com-
munity service to men, women, and chil-
dren worldwide. Since its founding, it has 
become one of the world’s largest organiza-
tions of its kind. Its 1.4 million members in 
more than 47,000 clubs provide humanitar-
ian services in more than 200 countries.

The United States Mint was created by 

Congress in 1792 and became part of the 
Department of the Treasury in 1873. It is the 

nation’s sole manufacturer of legal tender 
coinage and is responsible for producing 
circulating coinage for the nation to con-
duct its trade and commerce. The Unit-
ed States Mint also produces numismatic 
products, including proof, uncirculated, 
and commemorative coins; Congressional 
Gold Medals; and silver, gold, and plati-
num bullion coins. The United States Mint’s 
numismatic programs are self-sustaining 
and operate at no cost to taxpayers.

The United States Mint was created by Con-
gress in 1792 and became part of the Depart-

ment of the Treasury in 1873. It is the Nation’s 
sole manufacturer of legal tender coinage and 
is responsible for producing circulating coin-
age for the Nation to conduct its trade and 
commerce. The United States Mint also pro-
duces numismatic products, including proof, 

uncirculated, and commemorative coins; Con-
gressional Gold Medals; and silver and gold bul-

lion coins. The United States Mint’s numismatic 
programs are self-sustaining and operate at no cost 

to the taxpayer.

United States Mint hosts strike ceremony 
for Lions Clubs International Centennial Silver Dollar

About the 
United States 

Mint

Alabama Lions High School Centennial Star Band - Update
TIME is RUNNING OUT!!!!

SEND IN YOUR SPONSORSHIPS, PLEDGE or Donations RIGHT NOW!
Fellow Lions:

I wanted to provide an update on our 100 member 
BAND initiative. We are getting closer and closer!!!

We are more than Halfway to our GOAL of 100 stu-
dents. We need 40 more sponsorships ASAP.  The cutoff 
date for sponsoring a band student is the end of March, 
2017, BUT, in order to plan and reserve lodging, events, 
transportation, etc., we need to know RIGHT NOW how 
many students the Lions of Alabama want to send to 
Chicago.  

Want to Sponsor ?? CALL, EMAIL, 
Let us KNOW RIGHT AWAY-

We need to Make RESERVATIONS-NOW!!!!!!!

If you have sponsored, 
please send your funds NOW 

if possible, we need to start making deposits NOW!!!

Need a program ??? CALL, EMAIL, 
Let us KNOW RIGHT AWAY

Frequently asked questions (FAQ’s)
• How much does it cost to sponsor a student?
We are finalizing the amount at this time, but for 100 
students, the amount is $900. Funds can come from ANY-
WHERE, or ANYONE.

• What type of student are we seeking?
The typical band student is a sophomore or junior, 
although we occasionally see a senior or freshman.  
Seniors have already graduated and may not be interest-
ed, and freshmen may not be mature enough for this trip.

 • How does a student become a member of the Lions 

Centennial Band?
Once funds have been received from, or on behalf of a 
Lions Club, the Club specifies the school the student 
should be come from.  Our Band Director contacts your 
band for an appropriate student, based upon character, 
leadership, musical ability and instrumentation needs of 
the Lions Band. 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me via 
email at: AlaLionsBand@aol.com, or call 205.979.6371. 

You may mail all donations, (made out to: Alabama Lions 
Band) to:     

Alabama Lions Band - c/o PCC Ken Vaudo
3337 Shallowford Road, Birmingham, AL 35216

In Lionism,
PCC Ken Vaudo, Chairperson

Alabama Lions Band Committee
WE SERVE
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River Regions Lions serve Camp Seale Harris kids with Diabetes
Recently, the River Regions 

Lions Clubs sponsored the 
River Region / Camp Seale 
Harris Family Day Camp at 
Camp Chandler in Wetumpka. 
Families throughout the region 
gathered for games, archery, 
riflery, ropes course, diabetes 
education, and a healthy meal 
and snacks.

Thank you to the wonderful 
Lions who sponsored the River 
Region / Camp Seale Harris 
Family Day Camp and partici-
pated with us!

How can your club support 
kids with diabetes? 

Contact:
Lion Rhonda McDavid, Camp 

Seale Harris Executive Director, 
205-222-2477

Lion John Latimer, Camp Seale 
Harris Camp and Community 

Programs Director, 205-590-5027

Cullman Community Lions 
host Strides Walk benefiting 
Camp Seale Harris for Kids 

with Diabetes 
During Diabetes Awareness 

Month, the Cullman Community 
Lions Club hosted a Strides 
Walk for Diabetes Awareness at 
Heritage Park in Cullman, AL. 
Families in the Cullman area gath-
ered to walk in support of diabetes 
awareness. High School Lion, Zoie 
Pair, was the Grand Marshal of 
the event and encouraged others 
there that diabetes does not con-
trol you – you can do whatever you 
dream of!

Thanks to the Cullman 
Community Lions Club for host-
ing this wonderful walk.

And the Winner is . . .  
Beth Yates of the Santuck area of Wetumpka!

The winning ticket was sold by Pell City Lion Alan Shaddix.  
ALHSLF Vice Chair George Head presents two Alabama/ 
Auburn game tickets and one night hotel room to Beth on 
behalf of the Committee.  Beth’s comments:   “I am an Ala-
bama fan, but watch the games on TV.  I have never attended 
a game, and have never won anything like this”.  This fund-
raising effort raised approximately $5,000 for the Leadership 
Forum.Lion Laurita Hogland 

speaking at the walk.

Families getting ready to enjoy the day.

Boating on the river.

Learning how to shoot 
archery and rifles.

Making new friends and learning!

Learning new activities.
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About VISION USA
VISION USA - Volunteers In Service In Our Nation - a program of 

Optometry Cares® – The AOA Foundation provides for basic eye health and 
vision services free-of-charge to low-income, uninsured individuals and 
their families. Services are provided by volunteer optometrists who are 
members of the American Optometric Association who donate their time 
to their local community. More than 431,000 individuals have received 
care nationwide since the inception of the program in 1991.

To find out more about the program visit http://www.aoafoundation.
org/vision-usa/ or www.aoa.org/visionusa.

Objective of the Pilot Program
To expand availability and ease of access of vision care to low-income, 

uninsured individuals and their families.

What’s Different
■ Alabama Optometric Association will work in conjunction with 

Optometry Cares – The AOA Foundation to actively recruit optometrists 
to participate in the VISION USA program by donating an eye exam and 
glasses to low-income uninsured.

■ Alabama Lions Clubs will begin referring applicants to the VISION 
USA program to be assigned to a volunteer VISION USA optometrist to 
receive a basic eye and vision health examinations and glasses.

■ Alabama Lions Club will provide a standardized reimbursement 
allowance in the amount of $65 to VISION USA providers for frames, lens 
materials and laboratory services for those patients referred through the 
VISION USA program.

How to get Involved
■ Alabama Lions Clubs to sign up with the VISION USA program to be 

referring agents for qualified patients.
■ Sign up online at http://www.aoafoundation.org/vision-usa/

become-referral-agency/.
NOTE: Registered clubs will receive email instructions on how to sub-

mit applications online. This email contains the link to the online applica-
tion form and should “not” be shared with applicants.

Duration of the Pilot Program
The pilot program will run from January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017.

How it Works
1. Alabama Lions Clubs will screen potential applicants to ensure all 

eligibility criteria are met (low income, uninsured, US Citizen, not had an 
eye exam in the past 2 years) and submit an online application for services 
through VISION USA for qualified candidates.

2. VISION USA staff process the application and assign patient to the 
closest volunteer optometrist with availability and emails notification to 
the referring Lions Club within 24-48 hours.

3. Referring Lions Club notifies applicant of the doctor assignment.
4. Applicant is responsible for scheduling an appointment within 45 

days of receipt.
5. Volunteer optometrist will provide a no cost eye exam along with 

basic eyewear (single vision or lined bifocals) to VISION USA patients. (No 
add-ons or upgrades permitted.)

6. Volunteer optometrist fills out Patient Information Forms (PIFs) and 
returns to the AOA office.

7. Upon receipt of PIF, VISION USA staff will email reimbursement 
request for frames, lens and lab services in the amount of $65 for single 
vision or lined bifocals from the referring Lions Club location. Note: If 
glasses are not needed, no reimbursement is necessary.

8. Lions Clubs will reimburse the volunteer optometrist directly within 
30 days of request.

9. To find out more about the program and download the application, 
visit http://www.aoafoundation.org/vision-usa/ or www.aoa.org/visio-
nusa.

For further information about this pilot program, information can 
be found on our website at http://www.aoafoundation.org/vision-usa-
alabama-project/.

Anticipated Results
■ Increased number of optometrists providing care
   ➣ Providers to only receive desired levels
   ➣ Patients assigned evenly across all volunteer providers
   ➣  Reimbursement for frames, lens materials and lab services
■ Increased number of referring agencies in the state
   • Lions Clubs referrals to be processed through VISION USA
   • Standardization of reimbursement for materials and lab services
■ Increased number of patients served and access to care

Contact information
VISION USA
Meghan Endicott or Sandi Gregson
243 N. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141

Toll free: (800) 365-2219, ext. 4261
Direct: (314) 983-4261
Fax: (314) 991-4101 E-mail: visionusa@aoa.org
Website: www.aoafoundation.org/vision-usa/
Signup: www.aoafoundation.org/vision-usa/become-a-vision-usa-provider/

Messaging to ALC Members

November 12, 2016
VISION USA Pilot Program in Alabama

Alabama Lions Clubs joins forces with VISION USA and the Alabama Optometric 
Association to care for uninsured low income families in Alabama. 

Find out how you can get involved!

Alabama Lions Clubs
W. Durden Dean, Executive Director 

Phone: (334) 306-4904
E-mail: durden@alsca.org


